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Housing for car park in
St George Park?
THE Chalks Road car park next
to St George Park could be home
to the UK’s first development
using a new modular housing
solution.
A consultation is being
launched by a developer for 11
ZEDPods to be built above the
car park – allowing the car park
below to remain in public use.
ZEDPods are rapid build,
modular low energy homes that
can be built above existing urban
spaces – such as car parks.
According to an FAQ
document from the developer,
the proposed development
features nine one-bed and two
two-bed apartments and will
offer 100% affordable rents.
It will provide
accommodation to single people
under 35 years old who are in
need of affordable housing. This
will include keyworkers, working
people on incomes below local
average earnings, and young
people who are taking their first
steps into independent living.
The proposed development
is being led by a partnership
between Bristol Housing
Festival, ZedPods, YMCA, Bristol

In your free local
monthly newspaper:
Modern slavery
conviction
A MAN and woman have been
been convicted of offences
under the Modern Slavery Act
2015.
TURN TO PAGE 4

Paralympian
inspires pupils
at Summerhill
Academy
INSPIRATIONAL Paralympian
runner Katrina Hart, has
visited Summerhill Academy.
TURN TO PAGE 5

St George’s future
discussed at public
meeting
and Bath Regional Capital,
Bristol City Council and Homes
England.
The intention is that the
scheme will be operated by a
registered housing provider,
however it is not known whether
one has been approached yet.
The scheme is set to be the
first time that a local authority in
the UK has used ZEDPods as a
potential part of its solution for
its housing crisis. The developer

says that it is “…looking to build
a partnership that addresses both
the physical innovation (new
types of home and innovative
land use), but also innovation in
how we build and enable local
community.”
The rent will be set at social
rent levels. Each apartment
meets government guidelines on
the minimum acceptable area of
living space, and each will
Continued on page 3.

A PUBLIC community
planning meeting took place
3:00pm– 5:00pm on Sunday
17 February.
TURN TO PAGE 7

Meet the artists!
THE second St George Arts
trail took place on the 9th and
10th of February. We've asked
some of the artists to share
their thoughts on the event.
TURN TO PAGE 9

Need an Electrician ?

-Free Quotes

-Inspection and Testing

Full Electrical Test with NICEIC Certificate from £95
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Consumer Unit Change with Certificate from £270
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-Anything Electrical we can do !!!
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Out-of-the-box thinking or modular madness?
Many of you may have been
surprised by the story on our
front cover – that a new modular
housing development is being
proposed for the Chalks Road
car park next to St George Park.
Whether you think the proposals
are absolute madness or a good
use of public space, the fact that
this is even being considered
serves to highlight just how deep
the housing crisis is in Bristol.
A council report at the end of

last year showed that 120 people
sleep rough in the city every night,
while the average rent in the city
is £1,085 per month and average
house prices are gradually creeping
towards the £300,000 mark. Being
unable to afford a home is no
longer an issue faced by those that
have fallen on hard times – people
with good jobs and otherwise
stable lives struggle to keep a roof
over their heads.
So like it or loath it, out-of-
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the-box solutions like that being
proposed for Chalks Road could
become more commonplace as the
council seeks to find a solution that
can correct this imbalance.
What do you think of the
proposals? Do you think that
modular housing is the answer
to this city’s housing crisis? Get
in touch with us – we’d love
to hear your views: news@
stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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From page 1
include a private outdoor space.
The car park will remain
in-use and free-to-use under an
unusual agreement in which the
‘air rights’ above the car park
are leased by the council to the
developer for a period of 30
years.
Residents of the development
will not be allowed to use the car
park to ensure that park users
and shoppers can still use it.
The developer has stated that an
enforcement regime or upgrade
to the car park will be required to
make this work.
The developer says that
no parking bays will be lost –
although the layout may need to
be changed slightly. Electric car
charging points will be installed
and they are exploring the option
of a car club being based there.
The homes are built to
be taken down, moved and
reassembled at another site if
required, meaning that they
could be reused once the lease
has expired.
“The site at St. George has
been selected due to its great
access to the Church Road
retail area and close proximity
to the local supermarket and
amenities,” says the developer’s
FAQ document.
“When combined with the
good access to local public
transport networks, nearby
access to a train station and the
car-free access to the centre
of Bristol, the site is ideal
for an affordable ZEDPods
community.”
“The ambition of the Housing
Festival is to ensure we create
powerful prototypes that show
different solutions to tackling the
housing crisis.

Whilst this is a small
expression in itself, if successful
we create a replicable model in
Bristol and for other cities.
“We believe the positive story
about a high-quality solution
to address the housing crisis in
the city, and the benefits of this
housing model for Bristol and
other cities, has the potential will
bring positive attention to the
area and reflect well on the wider
community.
As this issue of the St George
& Redfield Voice went to print, a
consultation event is set to take
place at the Beehive Centre on 1
March, 3:00pm–8:00pm.
Under the council’s
new planning regime, the
development has already
been scrutinised at preapplication stage by the local
community planning group.
They put forward a number
of recommendations to the
developer; one change that has
already been added to the plans
is to employ a local artist to
decorate the gable end walls to
discourage vandalism.
Commenting on the FAQ
document, Councillor Asher
Craig said: “I fell in love with
ZEDPods when I visited the
Bristol Housing Festival last
year.”
“I think that they are a very
cost effective and affordable
housing solution. It seems to
have been positively received
by the St George Community
Planning Group – although they
have raised some issues.
“The great thing is that it can
be built quickly; instant, ultralow energy efficient housing,
built in the air on the edge of the
park – I am confident that most
people will also like what has

Community benefits
THE FAQ document lists a number of benefits for the local community,
including:
• Innovation to rethink existing land use in central locations
• Well-designed, high-quality zero carbon and sustainable housing
• A genuine mixed community – housing with truly affordable rent
levels, with the ambition to develop a housing solution for people
unable to access decent housing in the existing market (under 35 year
olds in housing need)
• A partnership approach to address housing needs and support/community need
• Electric car charging points and a car club car which will be available
for users of the car park and the wider community
• The presence of people living in housing above the car park potentially offers improved safety and security in the immediate area, because
the additional overlooking/ surveillance will discourage any anti-social
behaviour in the car park

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

been put forward”
“It’s an exciting development
but it is important that local
residents get to know how it’s

going to work. There are still
lots of questions to be asked/
answered.”

What are ZedPods?
A ZEDPod is a new concept in high-quality, rapid build, modular low
energy homes that can use air rights above existing land within city
centres – such as car parks. The homes have been optimised for
energy efficiency and the lowest possible running costs, with solar
panels to generate renewable electricity in the day, quiet
unning heat pumps for low energy heating, controlled ventilation
which recovers usable heat from inside the building whilst bringing
in fresh air, triple glazing, LED lighting and energy efficient appliances.
Many people may recognise them from the Bristol Housing
Festival, when they were on display at the harbourside. They are the
brainchild of well-known architect Bill Dunster and his company
ZEDfactory, which specialises in designing homes that are low-carbon
to build and run.
The developers have highlighted the following design and construction features:
• The Cross Laminated Timber construction and internal surfaces
are low embodied carbon and highly durable. They designed to
be easy to wipe down and clean, and re-coat if necessary, and are
unlikely to suffer impact damage.
• The cladding is non-combustible, cementitious with baked on
paint finish, a large colour range is possible with an anticipated life of
50 years.
• The under croft of the pods have been designed without any
enclosed spaces and full lines of visibility from all angles. This will
discourage anti-social behaviour.
For more information please see zedpods.com
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Iconic local bus
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join under one inesses monthly
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roof

Two iconic local
are now under businesses
the same roof
together. Redﬁ
eld
and hairdresser Pet Supplies
now sharing the Miss Carol are
at 212 Church latter’s premises
Road.
Redﬁeld Pet Supplies
had
previously been
a back room at operating out of
Miss
online-only business.Carol’s as an
However, the
two agreed
to swap, with
Miss
running a fully-ﬁ Carol now
the back room tted salon from
and
Supplies running Redﬁeld Pet
the shop as
a complement
to their online
business.
Miss Carol’s has
been on
Church Road
for 42 years and
she is well-known
locally and
further aﬁeld
for
window displays. her seasonal
continuing this She will be
tradition, despite
no longer being
based in the
front of the shop.
Road opposite
Southville Deli.
Redﬁeld pet supplies
However, the
was
shop’s landlord
taken over by
wanted to sell
couple
the
Ladeira and Jason Carla
Carla and Jason premises.
Smith last
year after the
the best way to suggested that
original owner
continue the
Roger Bennett,
business would
who had run
be to make it
it
for 20 years,
online service.
an
decided to retire.
The business
Jason and Carla
was originally
based further
take on the businessoﬀered to
down Church
and Jason
even worked
with Roger for
six
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Bethesda Church
celebrates 150th
birthday

Special events
to
150th birthday mark
of
Methodist Church,Bethesda
Church
Road
TURN TO PAGE
5

Witnesses
Sought

The police are
looking for
witnesses to an
incident near
junction of Foxcroft
Road
and Whitehall
Road on 18
December.
TURN TO PAGE
5

St George Arts
Trail

weeks in order
to
and get to know learn the ropes
customers.
“We were a customer
of
Roger’s and we
found out that
he was retiring
so we took over
straight away,”
said Carla. “He
closed one day
and we opened
the next!”
Continued on

page 7
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Modern slavery conviction after
vulnerable man found living in a cupboard
A MAN and woman have been
been convicted of offences under
the Modern Slavery Act 2015.
On Thursday 7 February, a
jury at Bristol Crown Court found
Ion Boboc, 26, and Christiana
Tudor-Dobre, 24, both of St
Annes, guilty of requiring a
person to perform forced or
compulsory labour and fraud.
They will be sentenced this
month.
A third man, Mihai-Aurel
Dan, aged 36, was acquitted of
similar charges.
The court heard that the
31-year-old victim was a
vulnerable man who slept in a
cupboard under the stairs.
He told officers he regarded
the defendants as ‘family’.
However he said he was not
allowed to use the bathroom or

Victim washing clothes

the kitchen table. He ate and
washed himself, his clothes and
his dishes outside. Witnesses
reported seeing him drinking
from a hosepipe in the garden.
The jury also heard that the
victim was filmed carrying out
tasks set by the defendants.
The court saw footage of the
victim being made to eat highly
spiced food. They also filmed
him being ordered to dance and
carry out physical challenges.
The defendants were recorded
mocking and laughing at
him. Boboc and Tudor-Dobre
controlled the victim’s money
and took out loans and contracts
for mobile phones and other
services in his name.
The man’s plight came to light
after an anonymous call to the
Modern Slavery Helpline in July
2018 alerted police to the case.
As a result of the information
officers carried out a
safeguarding visit to a property
in the St Anne’s area of Bristol on
Friday 27 July. Officers arrested
two men and a woman from the
address.
The vulnerable man is now
in a place of safety, getting
appropriate support.
Ben Samples, District Crown
Prosecutor for the Crown
Prosecution Service, said: “I
would like to commend the
victim for the incredible strength
and bravery he showed in
giving evidence and supporting
the prosecution, despite the
degrading treatment he suffered
at the hands of the Defendants.

Ion Boboc

Christiana Tudor-Dobre

“I would also like to thank
the members of the public who
contacted the police with their
concerns. Modern slavery often
takes place out of sight, and it
is only with the support of such
witnesses that we will defeat it in
the UK.
“Finally, I would like
to give credit to Avon and
Somerset Police, who acted
swiftly following the report
and built a strong case against
the defendants, working in
partnership with the CPS South
West Complex Case Unit.”
Officer in the case PC Roger
Ibrahim said: “Without the
information through the Modern
Slavery Helpline this abuse
would still be happening.
When we found this man
he appeared underfed and was
suffering from sores on his feet.
No one should be treated in this
way.
“We’re very grateful to the
anonymous person who alerted
us to this situation. If you’re
worried that someone is being
subjected to modern day slavery,
please contact us. You can call
101 or ring the helpline number
08000 121 700.”
Avon and Somerset Police
launched its #TellUsWhatYouSee
campaign last year to educate
communities on the signs and

indicators of modern day slavery
and on how to report it.
The public plays a huge role
in its fight to tackle this sort
of exploitation. Communities
are its eyes and ears and your
information could be vital.
Report information on
suspected modern slavery via
101, online or anonymously
through the modern slavery
helpline on 08000 121 700.
To find out more on the
#TellUsWhatYouSee campaign,
visit: www.avonandsomerset.
police.uk/news/2018/10/thepower-of-intelligence/

Cupboard where victim slept

Check us out online too!
www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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INSPIRATIONAL Paralympian
runner Katrina Hart, has visited
Summerhill Academy.
Katrina, who competes in
the T37 category, was invited by
Sports for Schools.
She won Commonwealth Gold
in 2010, World Championship
Gold in 2011 and a Bronze medal
at London 2012 in the relay.
“To visit schools is amazing,
I like to inspire children as I was
inspired by my PE teacher to get
involved in sport,” said Katrina.
“Through my sport I have
experienced so many amazing
and wonderful things, so to be
able to talk to children about my
experiences will hopefully be an
inspiration to them.”
Katrina spent the morning
putting all 350 pupils from
across the Academy, through a
series of exercises and activities.
The morning was rounded off
with a whole school assembly
involving a question and answer
session with pupils find out more
about what life is like being an
international Paralympic athlete.
Children have been sponsored
for this event by parents, carers,
and their wider families. The
pupils raised over £570.00; 60%
of this will be reinvested back
into the Academy to buy brand
new sports equipment for pupils

stgeorge&redfieldvoice
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Paralympian inspires pupils at
Summerhill Academy

to use and the rest goes to Sports
for Schools.
Sally Goodridge, PE Coordinator at Summerhill
Academy said: “This is an
excellent way to motivate our
pupils and can show them what

can be achieved with a lot of hard
work and effort. It also shows
that no matter what obstacles

are put in their way they can still
achieve their dreams, ambitions
and aspirations.”

Man jailed over robbery of
woman on Bristol & Bath
Railway Path
A MAN has been jailed for six years
and six months for robbery and
fraud.
Thaberi Sadiki Francis, 25, of
no fixed abode, was sentenced at
Bristol Crown Court on Friday 25
January.
The offence happened at about
7:00pm on Monday 14 May 2018
on the Bristol and Bath Railway
Path in Whitehall. A man punched
a woman and stole her bike and
bank cards, leaving her with a
black eye.
The cards were used soon
afterwards at various shops in
Bristol.
Avon and Somerset Police have said that people can find advice
on personal safety while exercising outdoors as part of its #JogOn
campaign; visit: www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/news/2019/01/
getting-fit-for-2019-you-need-to-jogon/

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

stgeorge&redfieldvoice

6

March, 2019

n NEWS

Students read aloud for fun and learning
ALEX Beresford, ITV West’s
reporter and weatherman visited
City Academy Bristol to read out
loud to a group of City Academy
students. He read chapters from
his favourite, book Of Mice and
Men, before students had a
chance to read to Alex. This visit
is part of a month long series of
events being staged across Cabot
Learning Federation (CLF) to
celebrate world Read Aloud Day.
The CLF has said that it is
committed to ensuring that
all of its students have access
to a varied, interesting and
aspirational curriculum. It has
therefore recently embarked on a
six month reading project across
the CLF.
This national initiative
is being led by one of our
experienced Reading Recovery
Teachers, Rachael Symons.
Rachael is now working with
several of our CLF academies
and is also working across phases
from KS1 to KS3.
The main aim is to make
maximum use of the Reading
Recovery and Every Child a
Reader principles to enable

all of our students to make as
much progress as possible with
their reading across the whole
curriculum.
Read Aloud month is an
important part of this project.
The benefits of students reading
aloud and being read aloud to
are huge; reading increases
self-confidence, knowledge and
vocabulary. Students are exposed

to a range of texts that they might
not otherwise experience and
when they read aloud to others,
it gives them the opportunity
to show off what they can do in
terms of text difficulty, fluency,
expression and reading stamina.
Rachael Symons, Reading
Recovery Teacher from Begbrook
Academy said: “We are really
grateful to all of the people

who come in to our academies
to listen to our pupils read. It
is a vital part of our students’
education.”
If you would like to come
in to one CLF’s academies to
listen to its students read, please
contact Rachael Symons: rachael.
symons@bpa.cabot.ac.uk and
she will put you in touch with the
most suitable academy.

Lloyds building permission granted
PLANNING permission has been
granted for the former Lloyds
Bank building at 190 Church
Road to be converted into a
mixed-use development featuring
a café/bar on the ground floor
and six one-bedroom apartments
on the first and second floors.

The plans were originally
revealed at a public consultation
back in December 2017. However
the project has suffered a number
of delays; original developer
IKON Construction went into
liquidation. A new developer, the
Chant Hargreaves Partnership

JK Mobility Stairlifts
Affordable stairlifts
new and reconditioned stairlifts
straight and curved stairlifts
buy out-right or rental
palliative care
servicing, breakdown and repairs

Tel 0117 955 8949
Mobile 07817 221475
john@jkmobility.co.uk
www.jkmobility.co.uk

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

took over the project but
withdrew the application after
discussions with council officers.
Revised plans were issued in
Summer 2018, with a reducedscale residential development.
Detailed information can be
read in the design and access
statement here:

https://planningonline.
bristol.gov.uk/onlineapplications/files/1B8D6AC6C
FA7492270918D1856452198/
pdf/18_03977_FDESIGN_AND_ACCESS_
STATEMENT-1877145.pdf

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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A PUBLIC community planning
meeting took place 3:00pm–
5:00pm on Sunday 17 February.
It was a varied meeting and a
number of different items were
discussed.
Architecture students from
UWE have been working on
a study of St George Park and
Meadowvale Park, coming up
with new ideas for the future
development of both.
The ideas were developed
following consultation with
the local community. They
included: the library being
rethought as an ‘educational
hub’ and redeveloped into a
large and modern building; lowlevel under-seat lighting being
installed across the park and a lit
signage column being installed
at the entrance; and for running
routes to be marked throughout
the park. At Meadowvale, a
community garden was suggested
that could be located at the back
of the community centre.
None of these ideas are
necessarily going to be taken
forward and have been created to
help inform future development.
The full report can be viewed
here: www.stgeorgecommunity.
org.uk/UWEStudyJan19.pdf
There was also an
announcement from Cllr. Asher
Craig that the new toilets and
the kiosk would be permanently
opened by Easter at their location
by the bowls club.
A police update from PC
Claire Coates provided details on
the anti-social behaviour issues
in St George Park during Autumn
last year.
In all 42 names were recorded
regarding the incidents with
those involved coming from as
far away as Pucklechurch.
She appealed to local
community groups and
councillors to consider how they
can do more activities for young

St George’s future discussed
at public meeting

people at night in order to help
reduce this.
She also said that police had
visited off licenses in the area to
remind them that selling alcohol
to inebriated people is in breach
of their license – this follows
reports of anti-social behaviour
from older people near Aldi on
Church Road.
The next round of Community
Infrastructure funding was also
discussed, with projects including
improvements to Troopers Hill
field and nature reserve, the
£130,000 improvements to St
George Park and lake, a project
from St George in Bloom and
the £90,000 development of
a new community centre at
Meadowvale.

Community
Planning Survey

A NEW BOILER
FROM £2,500
• Top-rated Worcester Bosch
• Fully fitted, inc. filter and clock
• Price is for combi-for-combi
swap with horizontal flue

BRISTOL
PLUMBING & HEATING
CALL NOW ON

THE St George Community Network has launched a survey to get
your views on the park and community facilities in the area. It can
be found on the new Community Planning page on the group’s
website at: stgeorgecommunity.org.uk/sgcp

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

0117 910 9005
or 0117 968 7196

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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CLF Teacher Training rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted
CABOT Learning Federation’s
(CLF) School Centered Initial
Teacher Training partnership
(SCITT) is celebrating after being
rated “Good” in all areas by the
education watchdog Ofsted.
The partnership, which
is based at City Academy,
provides initial teacher training
at an equivalent level to higher
education institutes.
Alison Fletcher, Director of
CLF Institute said, “This outcome
is a significant milestone for
our initial teacher training
provision and acknowledges the
contribution of the many staff
and settings that make up the
SCITT partnership. Our trainees
and NQTs were an absolute
credit to us in both stages of
the inspection! The impact of
the training and professional
development provided by the
Boolean Maths Hub was also
commended.”
Ofsted reported that:
“The partnership is quickly
developing as a provider of high-

quality teacher training that is
contributing significantly to the
need for qualified teachers in the
South West region.”
They said: “The quality of
leadership and management
is good. Senior leaders are
fully committed to ensuring
that the quality of training and
pastoral care is strong. Their
clear purpose, to meet local and
regional need for high-quality
teachers, permeates all aspects of
their work.
“Leaders have designed
a course which ensures that
trainees have a comprehensive
understanding of different types
of school in a range of diverse
communities. Leaders show a
deep commitment to improving
the quality of education in and
around the city of Bristol.”
On training Ofsted noted:
“The quality of training is
strong. Trainees show a good
understanding of their subject
and develop a repertoire of
pedagogical approaches during

their training year.
The professionalism of
trainees and NQTs is a consistent
feature of the partnership. They
are deeply committed to their
ongoing development through
the training year and in the first
few years of their career.”
They went on to say:
“Trainees and former trainees
demonstrate good and often
excellent practice in most of the
Teachers’ Standards. Primary
trainees, especially those
following the School Direct
route, achieve particularly
strong outcomes. They show
a deep understanding of the
special educational needs and/
or disabilities that their pupils
have.”
On pupil behaviour Ofsted
remarked: “Trainees and
NQTs model the conduct they
expect of their pupils. They
have high expectations of
pupils’ behaviour and manage
learning environments well
to instil positive attitudes to

learning. This is a result of the
wide experience they have of
observing teachers managing
pupils’ behaviour, the diversity
and quality of placements, the
centre-based training they
receive and the focus that
mentors give to this aspect of
training.”
“The ongoing support from
the provider during the training
and NQT year is a strength. The
regular Federation Network
Nights and other professional
development opportunities are
valued highly by trainees and
former trainees.”

Will Writing &
Estate Planning
307 C H U R C H R O A D

Situated next to St George’s Park, our
dedicated Pilates’ studio offers mat-work,
equipment, rehab Pilates & Ballet Barre.

A Will lets you protect your
family’s inheritance and decide
how your assets are shared out –

if you don’t make a Will,
the law says who gets what.
We have a Bristol-based team of
trained will writing consultants
who provide a home visiting
service and can take your
instructions in the comfort of your
own home.

Please feel free
to call us during
office hours on
0800 019 4557
or email us at
info@elm-online.
co.uk

Standard single or pair
of mirrored Wills £99
To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Our teachers are some of the most qualified
& experienced in the UK.
We also have a therapy room offering a
range of treatments from acupuncture to
massage.

www.bristolmovementspace.co.uk
Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n ST GEORGE ARTS TRAIL
THE second St George Arts trail
took place on the 9th and 10th
of February at homes and venues
across the area.
People braved the windy
conditions to see some of the finest
art which East Bristol can offer.
We spoke to some of the artists
to see what they thought of the
event…
Simone Potter
www.simonepotter.com
This was my first
time exhibiting
and I think it was
pretty successful.
The weather
wasn’t particularly
clement but a lot
of people of all ages and interests
turned out. I think that my work
was received well and I had loads of
positive feedback from people.
I think the arts trail is important
for highlighting to the local
community the richness of the
creative community that lives
amongst them and opening up
people’s homes to show that really
situates that creative energy in
people’s community – I think it
reinforces an identity which is
lovely.
Long may arts trails continue
and long may they not only be a
place for artists to say ‘hello we’re
here,’ but also to potentially to
sell work or engage them or to
encourage people to get into arts
and crafts and making things.
The highlight for me was when
a little girl came up to me with a
hand-drawn picture of a garden
and the words “your pottery is
really fantastic!” I’m hoping to give
her a pottery lesson as a thank you
because it was really touching!
Whether it’s St George or
Windmill Hill or Totterdown,
I think all of the arts trails are
great for Bristol and are fantastic
community-situating events for
people to come along to!
Abi Eleri
www.abieleri.com
It wasn’t my first
time at the St
George Arts Trail. I
actually exhibited
last year as well so
I’m an old timer!
I think the
trail went really well. It was well
organised and had a great buzz.
I enjoyed feeling like part of a
friendly community of creatives
and meeting lots of likeminded
people. I just wish the weather had
been a little kinder to us all!

Meet the artists!
It was so lovely to have
conversations with people who
were interested in my work and to
be able to share some of the stories
behind some of my pieces. I came
away from the weekend feeling
positive and inspired to create
more and find more opportunities.
Arts Trails are important for so
many reasons. In a society where
we are so distant from the people
who design most of the products
we buy, it’s great to have local
trails where people actually meet
the makers, can put faces and
stories to work and just meet their
neighbours and people in their
community. It’s something our
“digital age” has fast been losing.
But I love Bristol because we are
a likeminded city of people who
want to connect and create. Rarely
do I meet a person in Bristol who
didn’t move here because of the
lively and creative community. It’s
unique to us.
I hope that the trail will
continue to thrive, giving makers
and artists the opportunity to
connect and create and support
themselves. I think it would be
really fun to maybe get a bit of
music involved somehow. And I
would love maybe an evening to
socialise with the other makers. I
got to know the others exhibiting
in my building but it would be
lovely to connect with the others
too.
Lisa Travers
www.lisatravers.co.uk
This was my first
time at St George
Art Trail. I had a
great weekend.
The community
centre folk looked
after us very well
with lots of tea!
My work was received well and
I met so many lovely people. I think
art trails are really important. From
an artist’s point of view we get
feedback on the work that we don't
get through online sales. It's nice to
meet and chat with people; being
an artist is a solitary business so it’s
good to get out of the studio and
meet the customers and hopefully
build up a good customer base.
The only other similar event is
a private view of a show but you
see so many people at art trails
that don't visit galleries and who
might not feel a gallery setting is

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

for them. Art is sometimes seen as
an exclusive thing but it really is for
everyone. Art trails feel inclusive
and relaxed.
I really hope St George Art
Trail happens again next year. It's
definitely an event I intend on
doing again.
Alex Parkin
www.alexparkinanimation.com/
I think the trail
went really well,
despite the
terrible weather
we had a lot of
people through
the door who all seemed genuinely
interested in the work on show. I
was also at the first St George Arts
Trail last year.
I think my work was received
well. I make pretty niche stuff
(children's book illustration) so it
was really nice to see people young
and old interacting and chatting
about the work. If I were collecting
smiles instead of looking for
sales I'd be a millionaire after the
weekend.
I think arts trails in general are
important because they remind
you as a creative that you are part
of a wider creative community,
not just someone alone in a shed
drawing and hoping. The event
then introduces this community of
creatives to the wider community,
something that I think can only
make the whole community more
cohesive, creative and a nicer place
to live.
I hope the arts trail will continue
to grow and become a large
established part of the community
calendar, much like other events
in the area, such as Redfest. I
also hope the trail becomes an
event that the whole of Bristol are
interested in too.
Shannon Rakochy
www.shannonrakochy.com
It was my first time exhibiting at
this art trail! I
did walk around
with the map,
but didn't get to
see everything
unfortunately. But
I heard from other random people
that came into Parkside Framers
where I was exhibiting, that the
trail was good. It was raining a
lot and I was actually pleasantly

surprised at the number of people
that were making the effort to still
look around and do the trail. From
what I gathered, there was quite a
diversity of work showing which
makes things interesting.
Response to my work was
positive. People are always
polite, really. Some were artists
themselves, so there'd be
discussions about that. A few prints
of mine were purchased.
I like showing work in a very
accessible, open to all, kind of
way. I also feel being part of and
having a sense of community is
important, so this arts trail is a
great way to combine the two. The
gesture of opening your personal
home to any member of public
to check out your 'wares' couldn't
be more communal. Many people
that attended the St George arts
trail were talking of how they look
forward to the other trails in Bristol
too and then would mention
highlights of past ones.
It's interesting how these events
have evolved and grown. St George
is a relatively new trail and I'm sure
it will just get better and better
because there is no doubt plenty of
creative people are living/moving
into in this area.
I do really hope this trail brings
forward more and more artistic
and creative people that are living
here. It would be good to see
the work that's shown becoming
increasingly diverse, giving a good
representation of creative talent
that exists in St George.
Corinne Randall
www.corinnerandall.co.uk
This was the second year I have
exhibited. I made
more sales of the
larger paintings
last year. This year
I only sold cards.
However I had
about 100 visitors and quite a few
of them said that they had come
the previous year and wanted to
see my work again. I had some
lovely responses from people who
appreciated my art so it is worth
doing the arts trail because it gives
me a purpose for perusing my
passion – even if this purpose is
community building rather than
commercial. I hope the arts trail will
continue to happen every year and
draw more and more visitors.
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What a score – 180!
DESPITE their best efforts, the
St George Strollers could not
find a pub with a dart board
to celebrate their 180th outing
during their Bristol City Walls
walk.
This friendly and welcoming
Walking for Health group started
offering their twice-monthly,
free walks in May 2011 and have
led over 500 miles of enjoyable
walks. The walk leaders have
covered over 1,000 additional
miles preparing and checking
those walks. The walks are
open to people of all ages; the
youngest “walker” came in a
pushchair and some walkers are
in their eighties. Walks are about
3 miles, taking ninety minutes
to two hours to complete. Walk
leaders love researching their
walks and often have a few
pauses to share interesting
snippets of information.
The number of people coming
on each walk varies above and
below 20 from a pool of over 70

people currently registered with
the group.
The St George Strollers are
part of Bristol Walk for Health
run by Bristol City Council under
the national Walking for Health
initiative.
To save money Bristol City
Council has removed the job
role that included the activities
of the Bristol Walk for Health
scheme co-ordinator, which
supported over 20 walking
groups. The national Walking
for Health scheme does not
have the resources to directly
support individual groups so
Bristol City Council are helping
the Bristol Walk for Health
groups to find ways to continue,
either as parts of other schemes
or independently. They will
continue to provide insurance
and support to the group until
the end of June.
The St George Strollers have
plans in place to continue as an
independent group, outside the

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Walking for Health scheme but
are also working hard to research
other possibilities. Their main
new expenses will be insurance,
bus fares for walk leaders who do
not have bus passes and training
for new walk leaders. They have
been self-funding other expenses
since they started. If there are
St George-based businesses
interested in supporting the
group in the future there are
advertising opportunities with
the walk leaders hi-viz vest,
the quarterly walk leaflets, the
posters that go up in 21 locations
in St George and the occasional
press releases made by the group
on notable occasions.

From the beginning of April
the Strollers will provide an
option for walkers to make a
voluntary donation of £1 per
walk to help cover their expected
increased expenses. New
walkers will continue to be made
very welcome.
Why not have a chat with
some of the walk leaders at the
St George Community Fair in St
Aidan’s Church Hall, on Fir Tree
Lane from 11am to
3pm on Saturday 9th March?
Details about the group
including contact information
are on www.troopers-hill.org.uk/
strollers
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Foster carers wanted in East Bristol
BRISTOL City Council’s
Fostering Team are asking people
in St George, Whitehall, Easton
and Fishponds to consider
making a difference in a child or
young person’s life by becoming
foster carers.
There is a national shortage
of foster carers, with a minimum
of 5,000 extra needed across
England this year.
They have said that they are
keen for people in East Bristol to
come forward as many current
foster carers come from the area
but more local carers for local
children are needed.
“Overall we need 70 new
carers over the next three years,”
said Saffron Smolka of Bristol
City Council’s Fostering Team.
“But we would love more
than that so that we are able to
offer better matching of carers to
children to ensure children can
stay in their local area, school
and remain in their community,
etc.”
She explained that if not
enough carers come forward then
they would need to commission
foster carers from independent
foster agencies at a much greater
cost.
“It also means children may
end up going out of the county or
having to travel long distances to
remain at their school,” she said.
Foster carers care for
someone else’s child in their own
home. This could be for as little
as a day, or up until the child or
young person reaches adulthood.
A child or young person generally
needs a foster placement because
their own family members are
unable to care for them at that
point in time. Children come

into care for a variety of reasons
such as neglect, family illness or
parental drug misuse.
Foster carers are trained and
approved to provide a placement
and are supported financially and
practically in their role. Foster
care differs from adoption in
that a foster carer does not have
parental responsibility for the
child, this rests with children’s
services and the birth parents.
There are many myths
surrounding fostering, including
that you have to be married,
straight and own your own home.
However, in reality there are very
few things that preclude people
from fostering other than being
under 21, having certain criminal
convictions and owning a dog
categorised under the Dangerous
Dogs Act.
Fostering doesn’t come
without its challenges. Carers
need to be able to recognise and
understand a child’s background
and trauma and respond to the
behaviour associated with that in
a different way than they would
their own child. Foster carers
receive training and support
around this.
It is also important that they
are empathetic to the birth family
and appreciate that regardless of
how they may have treated the
children, they are still the child’s
parents and may have faced
adversity themselves.
The approval and assessment
process takes between 6-8
months and ensures that the
Fostering team can really get
to know the potential foster
carers, their support network
and their parenting or child care
experience in order to match

them to a child or young person
One foster carer explained
their experience: “Although my
family has only been fostering
teenagers and older children
for a short while, as a whole we
understand the pressures that
young people face if they have
not had structure, boundaries
and understanding in their lives.
“My family appreciates how
lucky we are to have a supportive
extended family and positive life
experiences that have given us
an understanding of the world
around us.
“Even though these young
people are not your blood it’s so
rewarding indeed to be able to
pass on values and experience
and happiness you were
fortunate to have when you were
a child.”
Saffron said that a world
without foster carers would
probably mean a return to
children’s homes where many
children live together with staff

in a more institutional setting:
“Children would not get the
chance to live a normal family
life and their status would be
all the more obvious to their
peers by their living situation, for
example having friends over to
play, sleepovers, who picks them
up at the school gates, etc.
“Living with other children
who have suffered varying
degrees of trauma and neglect
may also make it more difficult to
recover from trauma and get the
one-to-one attention that being
in a family offers.
“Basically children in care
want to be ‘normal’ and being in
a family provides this stability to
help them progress, flourish and
reduce any stigma they may face
of ‘being in care’.”
For more information on
foster caring, visit: www.bristol.
gov.uk/web/foster-with-bristolcity-council/home or call: 0117
3534200

Are you looking for a change or to get
started in your teaching or caring career?
Learn@ Multi-Academy Trust is looking for teachers, mentors and
support staff to develop careers across five specialist schools in
the West of England. A sixth school is due to open in east Bristol
in Spring 2020.
ViSit our SchooLS AND
MEEt our tEAMS oN

WEDNESDAy 20th MArch
3.30 – 5.30PM At:

St Matthias Academy
13 Alexandra Park
Fishponds, Bristol
BS16 2BG

All Equal, All Different, All Achieving Together

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Knowle DGE Academy
Leinster Avenue
Knowle, Bristol
BS4 1NN

www.learnmat.uk
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Never mind Brexit – what else is happening?
every level. Meanwhile, ministers
continue to repeat the misleading
claim of ‘record levels of funding’,
a distortion of statistics which I
also confronted the Prime Minister
about in November.
Clean air in Bristol
Air pollution rightly concerns many
of you. Pollution in Bristol regularly
exceeds legal limits, leading to an
estimated 300 premature deaths
a year.
I recently met with Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey to
find out how the government can
help Bristol reduce air pollution.
There is much more that national
government can and should do to
support Bristol.
I will also continue to work
with Bristol City Council on this. I
strongly believe that an effective
Clean Air Zone is essential for making Bristol a cleaner, greener city.
The Immigration Bill
People in Bristol often contact me
about immigration. I am proud to
say that almost all of you emailing

ousing
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rums
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Local Housing Forums for
Bristol council tenants

me on this topic ask for more openness, not less. You want an ethical
system based on respect for human
rights.
You also want the UK to provide
a warm welcome to those who
come to this country, whether they
come to escape persecution or
contribute their skills.
These ideas formed the basis of
a recent speech I gave on the Immigration Bill. This draft law aims to
create an immigration system after
we leave the EU.
I was shocked to see this landmark document made no mention
of refugees or asylum seekers.
However, I am working with a
cross-party group of MPs to change
this. We plan to table amendments
when the Bill comes back for a second reading, for example ending
indefinite detention of immigrants.
But this will not be easy – a
recent meeting I had with Home
Secretary Sajid Javid showed that
we will face a lot of resistance to
such changes.

Loc
a

Thangham
Debbonaire writes
for St George and
Redfield voice

POLITICS is not all about Brexit,
even as the clock ticks down to
the EU’s deadline. So this month
I thought I would write about my
other recent work, which is still
important.
Proper funding for schools
I recently presented the government with petitions from several
state-maintained nursery schools
including Barton Hill Children’s
Centre and Cashmore Early Years
Centre. It was signed by hundreds
of parents, teachers and carers.
The nurseries are worried
because government has failed to
give them any clarity on whether
they will lose a third of their
budgets from April 2020. This is
something I will continue to raise
with the government.
Nurseries are extremely important. Throwing their funding into
doubt is the last thing hard-working staff need.
This is just one story of many
in the government’s chronic
underfunding of education at

Invo
lved

Forums in East and Central Bristol
Area 3: Wed, 6 March 2019, 1.30pm–4pm

Eastville, Frome Vale, Hillfields, Lockleaze
At: Hillfields Community Hub
Thicket Avenue, Fishponds
Bristol BS16 4EH

Area 4: Mon, 18 March 2019, 6.15–8.30pm
Ashley, Central, Lawrence Hill, St George
Central, St George Troopers Hill, St George
West, Easton
At: City Hall, College Green, Bristol BS1 5TR
(Report to the main entrance)

Are you a council tenant in the areas listed above? Please get involved in your
March Local Housing Forum – your opinions help us make decisions! Book a place
and have your say on how the council housing service is run. Travel expenses can
be reimbursed, plus free tea & coffee is provided. For further information contact:
Tenant Participation 0117 352 1444 or email tpu@bristol.gov.uk.
All details at: www.bristol.gov.uk/LocalHousingForums.
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Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

March, 2019

stgeorge&redfieldvoice

13

n NEWS

Joint Local Transport Plan goes out to consultation
PEOPLE are invited to give their
views on the vision for the future
of travel and transport across
the West of England up to 2036,
through a public consultation
which opened on 6 February.
The consultation on the Joint
Local Transport Plan (JLTP)
runs through to 20 March, 2019.
As well as a questionnaire,
there is an online priority
simulator tool, in which people
can indicate their transport
priorities and choose options for
funding the improvements they
suggest.
The JLTP is being led by
the West of England Combined
Authority, working with Bath &
North East Somerset, Bristol,
North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire councils. It sets
out the approach to the way
transport will develop up to 2036
in the West of England.
The JLTP aims to:
• Support sustainable economic
growth
• Enable quality public services

and improve accessibility
• Address poor air quality and
take action against climate
change
• Contribute to better health and
wellbeing, safety and security
• Create better places.
This latest local transport
plan builds on previous work
done in the West of England and
has involved collaboration with
the Department of Transport,
Highways England, Network
Rail, public transport operators
and other organisations. An
advisory group, comprising
representatives from around 20
transport operators and user
groups, was set up to provide
technical and professional advice
in developing the plan, which
will consider a range of potential
options to improve travel and
transport in the region.
Marvin Rees, Mayor of
Bristol, said: “Bristol and the
West of England is one of
the UK’s most economically
successful regions and transport

is crucial to ensuring that
success is shared by all. From a
mass transit scheme to walking,
improved people movement is
at the heart of these plans as we
work towards the world class
transport network our city and
region deserves.”
The draft JLTP is structured
around improving transport
connections across four levels:
• Neighbourhood – journeys
within local communities
• Local – shorter journeys up to
10km
• Within the West of England
– journeys between the urban
areas, longer than 10km
• Beyond the West of England –
linking strategic road and rail,
port and airport.

How you can get
involved
The West of England Combined
Authority needs your views on
the types of transport schemes
it should be prioritising. By

telling us what you think of its
plan, the transport measures you
think are important and what
funding options you prefer, it can
shape the final plan so it reﬂects
people’s priorities, when it is
published later in 2019.
Details are available on the
website – www.travelwest.info/
jltp.
The JLTP will also support
the region’s Joint Spatial Plan
(JSP), which has been developed
by the four councils and is the
first of its kind in the UK.
The Joint Spatial Plan (JSP)
is being prepared by the four
West of England Councils; Bath
& North East Somerset, Bristol,
North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire. It will set out
the framework for an approach
to future housing, transport and
infrastructure planning until
2036.
Once adopted, it will guide
local plans in the region.

Care Support Workers Required
For Bristol City Council’s Contracted Zone Provider

We are currently hiring and training reliable and caring people to become outstanding Care support workers in the
community. Previous experience not essential but you have to be reliable, caring, and willing to undertake police checks
and on the job training. We have a contract to supply care in Lockleaze, Eastville, Fishponds and St George Teams.
Meaning we have work near your home.
As a care worker you will support clients with:

With over 10 years’ experience of
providing
care to elderly
and
• Washing
and Dressing
vulnerable people, our clients
•
Helping
with
Medication
trust us to support and care for
them when they need it the most.

• Assisting with Shopping

This is because we are truly
• Companionship
passionate
about helping people
remain
in their homes
still household duties
• Cleaning
andwhilst
other
receiving the care that they
needed.
Benefits of working with Care 1st

Our staff are all professionally trained and are able to
• Competitive
Rates.
assist
you with a rangeHourly
of tasks including
washing and
dressing, prompting medication, collecting shopping
•
Full
&
Part
Time
Hours
Available.
and help keeping the house tidy.

• Flexible Shift Patterns.

Providing quality service is at the core of our values
which
is why theClients
NHS and South
Gloucestershire
City
• Regular
Within
a short Radius.
Council contract us to provide care to the most
• Paid people
Mileage,
Holiday, Pensions & Free
vulnerable
in the community

Uniform.
and qualifications for future employment
as a specialist Support worker, supervisor, entry into nursing, social work etc.

• An
opportunity
toour
gain
experience
We
also work
privately with
clients
providing a
flexible service that caters directly to your needs.
Contact us today to see how we can help you

We are a really nice bunch of people and we really want to hear from you
please call or email Kay or Emma

0117 968 48 09

Tel 01179 684809 email jobs@care-1st.co.uk

Most Homecare Carers in Bristol Choose
to work for Care 1st Homecare

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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AN energy-saving project in
Bristol has won a top prize at
the prestigious Smart Cities
UK Awards for its community
engagement work in the city.
The team behind Bristol’s
EU-funded research project,
REPLICATE, scooped the
community engagement award
for their work in engaging
local communities and getting
households to try energy-saving
appliances such as smart washing
machines and tumble dryers.
REPLICATE’s Smart Homes
project has recently installed
internet connected appliances
like smart tumble dryers,
dishwashers and washing
machines to 152 homes in
the areas of Ashley, Easton
and Lawrence Hill in Bristol.
The project focuses on saving
households’ energy and money,
and reducing fuel poverty and
carbon emissions in the city.
As well as helping households
to fully utilise the benefits of the
smart appliances, the project will
also provide data to Bristol’s two
universities who will evaluate
how energy is used in the homes
and how it could be saved in the

East Bristol project honoured at
national innovation awards
future.
“It’s great that the hard work
of the Smart Homes team and
project partners from across the
city has been recognised,” said
Councillor Craig Cheney, Deputy
Mayor of Bristol.
“It’s exciting that for the
first time we can look at how
households could save money
on their electrical usage by
using energy at times when
demand is low. We also hope
that this project will help to
develop a model for how other
cities in the UK and Europe can
engage individuals and their
communities with smart energy
and technology.”
The Smart Homes team were
commended for demonstrating
engagement and working with a
wide range of groups from across
the local communities.

Summer Offers 2019
GO GREEN THIS SUMMER & UPGRADE TO A CLEAN
BURNING ECODESIGN READY STOVE WITH HIGHER
AVERAGE EFFICIENCIES & LOWER EMISSIONS

INCLUDES THE
CHARNWOOD C FIVE
BLU INSTALLED FROM

£2,050.00

PLUS 10 NETS OF
WOODSURE
KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD
WITH
EVERY
INSTALL

We’re
ecodesign ready
Are you?

Book your FREE site survey now >>
0117 925 1115 WWW.EMBERSBRISTOL.COM
To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Picture, left to right, Annedeloris Chacon (Bristol Black Carers), Dave
Tudgey (Bristol Energy Network), Matt Jones (Bristol City Council), Zoe
Banks Gross (Knowle West Media Centre), Robert Redshaw (Warm Up
Bristol).
To encourage individuals to
get involved with the project,
Bristol City Council worked with
Bristol Energy Network to enlist
community champions. The
champions had the opportunity
to trial the smart appliances
themselves before offering advice
and help to others who were keen
to make their homes more energy
efficient.

Bristol Energy Network also
led engagement activities out
in the local communities with
organisations such as Knowle
West Media Centre and Warm
Up Bristol. A ‘Mobile Future
Home’ was created to pop-up at
community events and spaces,
as a fun and meaningful way to
involve individuals and families
in smart energy topics.

PCC to hold public forum
RESIDENTS of Bristol are invited to put their questions to Police and
Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens and Chief Constable Andy
Marsh on Tuesday 12th March, 2019.
The Public Forum, to be held at The Trinity Centre in Bristol, will be
attended by Avon and Somerset’s PCC and Chief Constable plus Bristol
Superintendent Andy Bennett.
The forum will begin with a welcome from the PCC and Chief
Constable, before a presentation on policing in the area, by
Superintendent Andy Bennett. This will be followed by an open
question and answer session with the PCC, Chief Constable and
Superintendent.
The forum will be held at The Trinity Centre, Trinity Road, Bristol,
BS2 0NW and will take place between 7pm – 9pm on Tuesday 12th
March 2019.
You can reserve your seat by emailing pcc@avonandsomerset.pnn.
police.uk or calling 01278 646188.
If you have any questions you would like to ask you can email in
advance at: pcc@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk. It is recommended
you do this if you have a question that might need some research (for
example regarding a specific issue in your area).
You can also tweet your questions to @AandSPCC using the hash
tag #YourPCCYourVoice. Anyone unable to make it can follow live
tweets from @AandSPCC or afterwards watch a recording of it on the
Avon & Somerset Police YouTube channel.
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New Crews Hole Community SpeedWatch team
THE dangerous behaviour of
speeding motorists in Crews
Hole and on Troopers Hill Rd
has inspired local residents to
form a Community SpeedWatch
team. After passing checks by
Avon and Somerset Police they
carried out their first, supervised
session on Crews Hole Rd at the
end of January. They are now
authorised to carry out speed
checks at risk assessed sites on
Crews Hole Rd, Troopers Hill Rd
and Nags Head Hill. A further
site on Blackswarth Rd, near the
Riverside Nursing Home, will be
risk assessed soon.
Using a speed measuring

Lorraine Francis, Christina Wilkinson, Susan Acton-Campbell, Mario
Di Maggio
device supplied by Avon and
Somerset Police the team records

details of speeding vehicles and
forwards this information to the

police. The registered owner of
the vehicle will then be sent a
letter of advice by the police.
Christina Wilkinson, a
member of the team, said: “I
have a busy life but I felt I would
be a real hypocrite standing at
my window complaining about
speeding cars, if I did not give
some of my time to make a
difference.”
The four volunteers
would welcome others so
they can have more frequent
sessions. For details of
Community SpeedWatch and
how to volunteer visit www.
avonandsomerset.police.uk/csw

A way to save lives on Church Rd?
THERE have been at least
25 incidents on Church Road
between 2014 and 2016
involving pedestrians, cyclists,
motorcyclists and cars. Readers
will remember the tragic report
of Michael Purnell, a pedestrian
who was killed while crossing
Church Road in January last
year.
At the St George Community

Planning meeting on 17 February
a Community SpeedWatch
volunteer reported the successful
start of a SpeedWatch group in
Crews Hole. She also reported
that Avon and Somerset Police
would very much welcome and
support local residents willing to
start a Community SpeedWatch
team on Church Rd in St George.
Anyone interested in Community

SpeedWatch can find out more
on http://avonandsomerset.
police.uk/csw
The detail of the traffic

incidents on Church Rd between
2014 and 2016 can be found via
http://tinyurl.com/churchrdRTI

Volunteers sought
SUPPORTED by a network of volunteers, Contact the Elderly
organises monthly Sunday afternoon tea parties for small groups
of older people aged 75 and over, who live alone, offering a regular
and vital friendship link every month. The charity is looking for
more volunteers in East Bristol to help elderly isolated people
in their communities – a little time really can make a lasting
difference. There are usually 8 older guests in a group.
Volunteering opportunities include:
• Driver - Just once a month on a Sunday afternoon. Tea parties
last 2 hours, plus travel time. Use your own car to pick up one or
two guests and join the small group for tea. Cake included!
• Reserve Driver – a few times a year on a Sunday afternoon.
• Host – once or twice a year, welcome the group to your home for
afternoon tea. Downstairs toilet and no more than 3 steps access
required.
For more details about volunteering for the local
group please contact: Helen Ker-Bridges - helen.ker@
contact-the-elderly.org.uk 01225 873812

News? Call Richard onn
07716 569447
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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n TROOPERS HILL

Troopers Hill – for Wildlife and People

SADLY our Saturday conservation
work party for February had to
be cancelled due to the ice and
snow on the ground but the snow
provided great enjoyment to many
visitors on Friday 1st February.
Orange paint marks appeared
later in February on the ground at
entrances to the Hill from Troopers
Hill Rd. These marked some of the
positions for replacement gates
and fencing, funded, like the invertebrates surveys and this year’s
events on Troopers Hill, by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund.
Valentine’s Day was particularly
special on Troopers Hill this year.
There were nearly perfect conditions for star gazing. The Bristol
Astronomical Society volunteers
brought their telescopes and
helped 25 people who had booked
places via Friends of Troopers Hill to
find their way around the night sky.
They saw many delights - The Great
Orion nebula (M42), The Pleiades
star cluster (M45), The Andromeda
Galaxy (M31), the moon, double
and triple star clusters, and Mars, to

name just a few.
The sight of the cratered moon
produced quite a few exclamations
of 'ooh!', 'ah!' and 'wow!', especially
(but not only) from the younger
visitors.
Troopers Hill is one of the sites

Professional
Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning
Domestic & Commercial
Carpet Cleaning £15
Rug Cleaning £10
Upholstery Cleaning £20
FROM

FROM

FROM

Stain Removal Trained • Scotch Guard Protection
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Specialists in Carpet & Hard Floor Cleaning
6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE

Call Alison on

07812 730346

or 0117 9114099
www.acarpet.cleaning
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

across Bristol that is benefiting
from a project called “Future Proof
Parks”. This project is aimed at
involving young people in parks
and the Friends were delighted
to guide two of Troopers Hill
Young Rangers around the Hill in
February. The Young Rangers are
receiving a range of training with
the support of Groundwork who
received funding to run this project
thanks to National Lottery players.
They will then work on projects
that they select and involve other
young people.
Large queen bumblebees are
starting to appear on Troopers
Hill and in local gardens. They are
looking for pollen and nectar for
their own nourishment but also to
help them prepare to lay their first
sixteen eggs which will develop
into worker bumblebees. After
the workers are fully developed
they will continue the work of food
gathering while the queen continues to lay eggs that will develop
into workers, males and queens.
There are 25 species of bumblebee
in the UK, 8 have been recorded on
Troopers Hill.
During March you might spot
a visitor with a large sweep net

collecting different species around
the Hill. This will be entomologist,
David Gibbs, who will be carrying
out four invertebrate survey visits
to Troopers Hill through the year
and compiling a report at the end
of the year. The last of David’s three
previous surveys was in 2007 so
this survey will give a snapshot of
which invertebrates are here now.
We are hoping that he will find Nomad guttulata, a very rare mining
bee that behaves like a cuckoo, laying its eggs in another bee’s nest.
This was last recorded on Troopers
Hill in 2000.
On Saturday 9th March Friends
of Troopers Hill (FoTH) will have a
stand at the St George Community
Fair in St Aidan’s Church Hall on Fir
Tree Lane between 11am and 2pm
on Saturday 9th March. There will
be a display and members of the
FoTH committee will be there ready
to share information or answer any
questions.
There is a conservation work
party on the 1st Saturday and
3rd Thursday of every month,
starting promptly at 10:00am
and finishing at noon. The volunteers meet by the red slide on
Troopers Hill Field.

Bristol Disability Equality
Forum contacts
LAST month we included an article about Bristol Disability
Equality Forum. Thanks to Sally Martin for pointing out that we
had cut off the contact details. Those interested in finding out more
should contact Mike Steel on 0117 914 0528, visit: bristoldef.org or
email: mike.bristoldef@gmail.com

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n SNAPSHOT IN STATISTICS
TOWARDS the end of last
year, Bristol City Council
and NHS Bristol launched
the latest Joint Strategic
Needs Assessment (JSNA)
data.
The data is a snapshot of the
health and wellbeing of Bristol’s
population and is used to guide
decision making across the city.
Along with the JSNA data the
council’s ward profiles were also
updated.
This is a similar and connected
dataset that provides statistics
relating to health, crime, attitudes
and population in each part of
the city. St George and Redfield
Voice covers five wards: St George
West, St George Central, St George
Troopers Hill, as well as parts of
Easton and Lawrence Hill.
We’ve been through the data in
the ward profiles and have pulled
out some interesting statistics
relating to our part of the city.
Each month, we’ll be providing an
overview of a different ward.

St George Troopers Hill

Older, safer, more affluent
Troopers Hill has the oldest
population out of the wards we
studied and the 40-54 year old age
bracket is notably higher than the
city average.
The ward has the second lowest population in the city behind
Hotwells & Harbourside.
People in Troopers Hill ward
are unhappy with local government – only 13 percent are happy
with the way the council run things,
just 14 percent feel they get value
for money from the council and 45
percent feel that an elected mayor
is not improving leadership in the
city.
The older demographic means
that there are fewer late night
It’s important to note that
the data used only focuses on
certain socio-economic and
health factors and we have only
pulled out the extreme data in
each ward – i.e.: those statistics
that are significantly higher or
lower than the city average. The
actual character of each ward
is more complex and nuanced
than these brief descriptions. It’s
also worth noting that all data
used is historical and things
may have changed since the
information was collected and
published.

40%

of people in
Troopers Hill feel that
an elected mayor is
not improving
leadership in the city
parties – only 14 percent think
noisy neighbours are an issue,
compared to 37 percent across the
city. However, they are not heeding
their own advice on eating fruit and
vegetables – only 37 percent are
getting their five-a-day.

37%

people in Troopers
Hill are eating five
portions of fruit
and vegetables
a day
Life expectancy for women is
amongst the lowest in the city at
79.8 years old and it is one of the
few areas where men actually live
longer on average at 80.5 years.
Child poverty is low across the
Troopers Hill and it is the only ward
in East Bristol without any areas in
the top 30 percent most deprived
areas in Bristol.
St George Troopers Hill has the
lowest crime rate in the city; the
number of antisocial behaviour
incidents and violent and sexual
offences are less than half the city
average and burglary rates are even
lower.
Less than 6 percent of people
think that antisocial behaviour is a
problem in the ward.

6%

very few people
in Troopers Hill think
that antisocial behaviour is a problem in
the ward
The area has a lower than average number of people aged 65+
using community care services. In
particular there very few children
in social care and very few people
aged 65+ in care homes.
Home ownership is high in
the ward and social rents are less
than a quarter of the city average.
The number of terraced houses is
almost 20 percent above the city
average. House size in the area
is skewed towards larger homes,
while household size is average –
meaning that the area has very few
issues with overcrowding.

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Car ownership is the highest
of the areas studied and apparently higher than the city average.
Despite this Troopers Hill ward still
ranks in the bottom half for average
number of cars per household
across all wards.

55%
of people in
Troopers Hill ward
are home owners

The area is less diverse than the
other wards in our area; about 8.4
percent of the population is from
Black and Minority Ethnic groups,
compared to the city average of
16 percent and the area has a
particularly high number of people
who say they are Christian. The
percentage of people in the area
born outside the UK is half the
Bristol average.

Community
Fair
The 2019 St George Community
Fair will be held on Saturday 9th
March, from 11.00am to 2.00pm
at St Aidan's in Fir Tree Lane
(off Nags Head Hill). The Fair
will be in both the Church and
the Church Hall.
The event will involve
a host of local community
organisations, as well as local
Councillors and the Police. For
further information, see the
advert on page 5.

Cafe and Toilets
for St George
Park
It is expected that a new cafe
/ kiosk and toilets will be
operational in St George Park
before Easter. The new facilities
will be near the Bowling Green
pavilion.

Rising damp does not
exist
and
that’sDAMP
a fact!
HAVE
A HAPPY
FREE NEW YEAR
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n NEWS FROM THE ALLOTMENT

Seed packets at
the ready!
The month of March is a good time
to start sowing some seeds, but
with caution! It’s still a little early to
sow directly into your plot, the
next few weeks can still be a little
unforgiving, remember last year?
But if you have a sunny window
sill, propagator, greenhouse or
polytunnel many seeds are happy
to be set to work this month. For
example, Sweet Peas bring a splash
of colour to the garden or allotment; these could have been sown
back in October but if not they will
catch up with protection as better
daylight and some warmer daytime
temperatures become apparent.
Sweet Peas prefer a deep pot such
as root trainers if available, these
are quite narrow so about two or
three seeds per cell.
Alternatively, use three inch
pots, these generally are not so
deep but wider so place about five
or six seeds into each pot.
If you’ve not tried it before, help
start Broad Beans to germinate by
placing some in a small black plastic bag with a light coating of damp
compost and place this somewhere
warm for a few days. Keep a regular
check on them and when they start
to sprout move them individually
into six cell trays or pots. If you
have any small multi-cell trays that
are about 25 or 30mm square then
these are ideal to start salad leaf
mixtures. Just a few seeds are all
that is required per cell. Ensure the
compost is compressed well into
each cell, water before adding the
seed then cover lightly with compost. When the leaves are about

30 to 40mm tall lift them out as a
plug and move them into a larger
pot and keep protected until the
weather is a little warmer for them
to go outside.
Apart from carrots and parsnips
most seeds can be started this way,
it gives them a head start with a
little warmth and shelter. Similarly,
Boltardy beetroot are ideal to get
underway this month using six cell
trays again. Ensuring the compost
is firm and moist, place about four
or five seeds to a cell, invariably
the seed will multi-sprout so thin
to a maximum of five plants to a
cell. When about 50mm tall, lift
them from the cell as a clump, do
not separate and plant them out
in April. The plants will all grow together and as they mature, simply
harvest one or two at a time from
each cluster.

Our trial of planting
potatoes

It’s also worth keeping an
eye on the weather forecasts this
month to plant out early seed potatoes, after the second week hopefully the risk of any further harsh
weather will start to diminish. Many
gardeners have their own preferred
methods of planting spuds. Some
dig a trench for them, others use a
trowel to make a hole about four
to six inches deep to pop them in
and them scrape soil up around
them to make ridges over the row,
known as ‘earthing up’.
Last year we tried a slightly
different approach planting main

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

crop King Edwards and using
homemade compost, to be honest
the compost wasn’t quite finished
but we used it anyway. The surface
of the bed was relatively clear of
any weeds and it had not been dug
over, in fact it had no preparation whatsoever! Taking our seed
potatoes we placed each one
directly on the surface about 30cm
apart, and then using our compost
we ‘earthed up’ each row. Little
else was done whilst the plants
were maturing and the compost
although not perfect retained
moisture over the coming weeks
even though as we all know the
weather was extremely hot and
dry. By late August the plants had
reached their peak and it was time
to reveal the results of this trial. The
foliage simply pulled away with
ease exposing a good clean crop of
potatoes on the surface. The conclusion was that the effort to plant
the seeds was very little as was the
maintenance with no watering.
And as the compost covering was
only reasonable perhaps better
results might have been achieved
with some of better quality or even
bagged multi-purpose. But considering the distinct lack of rainfall
throughout the growing period
the overall final result we think was
excellent.

Fancy an allotment plot of
your own?

If you’ve never grown your own
veg and would like to try, taking on
your own plot could be an exciting
venture. We’ll be the first to admit
it’s not always plain sailing and we
all accept failures from time to time
but generally our efforts are well
rewarded with a wide variation of
fresh crops. For example a packet
of salad leaf seeds as described
above will provide a fresh crop for
many months for about the same
price as you might pay for bag of
mixed leaves on your shopping list.
Our Association consists of
seven sites within the St. George
area and if you would like to think
about getting started please call
in to our shop and speak to our
Secretary or email your details and
we’ll be in touch. But if you’d rather
talk it through over the phone first
please give us a call, all our contact
details are below.
Bristol East Allotments
Association
Nicholas Lane,
St. George, BS5 8TY,
Email: beaanews@gmail.com or
call 0117 932 5852
www.bristoleastallotments.com
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Redfest seeking sponsors
for 2019 festival

COMMUNITY festival Redfest is
seeking sponsors and funding for
this year’s event.
Redfest 2019 is once again set
to take place in St George Park
on Saturday 3 August.
The layout will be similar
to last year, building on the
successful return to the park,
however organisers have told
people to keep their eyes peeled
for one or two surprises.
They also said that the
feedback from last year was
overwhelmingly positive from
attendees, acts, community
groups and sponsors/partners.
"The consensus was that the
atmosphere was really relaxed
with a great mix of people," said
Bill Penaluna, Redfest Business
Liaison Manager.
"Praise was also focused on
the creation of such a highquality community, and family
friendly event. 2018 continued to
build our reputation as one of the
largest and best loved events in
Bristol's busy summer calendar."
Fundraising for the event
is an all year-round effort. It is
spearheaded by Helen Orphin,
who coordinates the festivals
fundraising events, and Bill
Penaluna, Business Liaison
Manager.
"We host numerous events,"
said Bill.

"Next up in our schedule
is our winter quiz at the Old
Stillage on February the 27th.
After that we have a cake bale
sale at Bethesda Church on 23rd
March, and then a Jelli Records
showcase at the Red Lion on
26th April.
"Redfest's Facebook page
will always post events for these
fundraisers."
He said that the team is
aiming to further its relationship
with local businesses via Redfest
themed days, such as cake sales
and dress down days.
"Individual people can also
do their bit by choosing Redfest
as their nominated good cause
when running marathons, 10ks
or sponsored walks," said Bill.
"We even have an online
platform - https://localgiving.
org/charity/redfest/ to help you
to generate funds in an active
way!"
Sponsorship from local and
city-wide businesses is a big part
of the festival's fundraising and
is heavily relied on to make the
event happen.
"We offer generous promotion

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

to a loyal and growing audience,
which crosses all demographics,"
said Bill.
"We view this as a win–win
relationship, whereby they help
us raise funds to take the festival
to new levels, whilst we help
them reach new audiences."
The team offers a range of
packages specially tailored to
suit businesses budgets and
requirements. They are flexible in
their approach and always ready
to listen and provide the best
value for money.
Businesses receive regular
promotion through printed
material, social media, radio
and the festival website, which
receives 10,000 visits on the day.
Base sponsorship will
promote a business by having
their logo on the Redfest website,
mentions on all social media
formats with Redfest stall
opportunities at the festival,
allowing businesses to promote
directly to the community. They
also offer partnership/bespoke
packages.
"We are looking for help to be
more sustainable by using solar
powered stages," said Bill.
"On top of this we offer full
page programme advertorials in
the event programme which are
a great opportunity to feature
businesses on the day. These do
sell out very fast though!
"Individual zone and stage
sponsorship are another option,
which gives a real stand out
presence, getting your name
and logo attached directly to the
festival, on the day."
"Headline sponsorship sells
like hot cakes and has already
been snapped up by our loyal
sponsors, Grounded, and the Old
Stillage!"
All sponsors are welcome to
share blog posts with festival
goers on Redfest's website and
social media. This gives them
the chance to get some extra

coverage, show their relationship
with Redfest and communicate
what they do and what makes
them special.
"Being involved with a
well-established and well loved,
community festival in Bristol has
numerous benefits," said Bill.
"We have strong attendance
numbers, with the festival
attracting 20,000 people. Our
Facebook page has nearly 4,000
likes, Twitter has 2,500 followers
and our demographic is known
to be diverse and wholeheartedly
East-Bristol based.
He explained that this
provides businesses with a great
opportunity to gain exposure
to a large and loyal audience,
at a surprisingly low price –
especially when compared with
gaining access to other channels
with this many followers and
attendees.
"Teaming up with Redfest
and assisting them to deliver
a great festival, has the benefit
of delivering a great sense of
pride in helping provide a great
community event," said Bill.
"The feel-good factor is
also an important part of our
goal. This is a great way to give
back, and our motto is 'by the
community, for the community'."
Bill explained that they
love businesses of all sizes
being involved and that is why
sponsorship prices vary so much.
"We welcome newcomers to
the area and smaller businesses,"
he explained.
"Large or small, we would
love you to get involved if you
are a caring company, with the
community at their core."
"Sponsorship from local
businesses makes up a significant
proportion of our income for
the festival." If you would like to
sponsor Redfest, or would like a
copy of the festival's sponsorship
pack, please get in touch with
Bill Penaluna: sponsor@
redfestbristol.co.uk
If you'd like to an individual
donation to the festival, you
can do this online at https://
localgiving.org/charity/redfest/.
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Walking
festival
seeks event
planners
THE month-long Bristol Walk
Fest returns with a 7th annual
edition aimed at encouraging
more people of all ages, interests,
time commitments and fitness
levels to explore the city and its
surrounds on foot. The 2019
Bristol Walk Fest is taking place
Wednesday 1 May to Friday 31
May.
The team behind the city’s
7th annual celebration of
walking plans to unveil its 2019
programme in early April and is
hoping to improve on last year’s
take-up when around 4,400
people participated in a choice of
more than 160 events.
Further information available
at: www.bristolwalkfest.com
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Bristol Pound announces app upgrade
BRISTOL Pound has launched
its new app, making signing up
to the currency now much easier.
Prospective users will be able to
become members and use Bristol
Pounds purely through in-app
sign up.
This means that it will
also enable people without a
permanent Bristol address –
such as students or people living
outside of the city but working in
Bristol – to sign up.
Nic Hemley, Chief Technical
Officer, said, "I am really
pleased that the sign-up
process for prospective Bristol
Pound members has been reengineered. Not only does it
make the sign-up process simple
and quick, but the mobilefirst approach underlines our
commitment to continually
improving the customer
experience."
Diana Finch, Bristol Pound
MD, said, “We want everyone
with a stake in Bristol’s future

to have the opportunity to join
the Bristol Pound community.
The new app should make that
much easier.” Liberty O’Hagan,
University of Bristol student,
said, “I’m so pleased to hear that
Bristol Pound have launched a
new app to help include student
users. There’s a huge number of
students who want to buy local
and consume sustainably, now
they can whilst supporting the
local economy too. I imagine the
app will be a huge success with
students.”
Bristol Pound is a local
currency scheme primarily
with a social, economic and
environmental purpose – to
make the city more resilient,
improve economic inclusion and
reduce transport-related carbon
emissions.
Diana explains, “Bristol
Pound is about so much more
than money – it is about creating
a real community network of
people and businesses who are

committed to helping money
to circulate locally, to create a
more inclusive, more resilient
local economy.” “Start-ups
and small local businesses
are the powerhouses of the
local economy – creating
opportunities and jobs for
local people. By changing our
spending habits, we can all affect
the local economy in small and
significant ways. It’s a bit like
deciding to recycle – you might
feel that individually you can’t
stop the build-up of plastic in the
oceans, but you know that if we
all pull together, we can and do
make a difference.”
The app is free to download
and use and is available now
in Google Play and Apple App
Store. Current Android users will
need to uninstall their app and
re-install to use the new version,
iOS users just need to update
their current app.

Planning Applications
Corner Of Air Balloon Road / Hillside Road
Erection of part two and part three-storey building containing 6no.
flats, with associated landscaping. (18/06663/F)
1 Avon Close
12 Pines to be removed. (19/00748/VC)
1 Ebenezer Street
Conversion of outbuildings to from ancillary accommodation and
associated works. (19/00429/h)
114 Gordon Road
Erection of a single storey, rear extension. (19/00516/H)
Air Balloon Hill Primary School, Hillside Road
Proposed renewal of clay roof tiles with replica double roman clay
tiles, felt, batten, gutters and rain water pipes. (19/00698/COND)
13 Howard Avenue
Addition of rear 'dormer' roof extension. (19/00687/CP)
St George Nursing Home, Kenn Road
Non illuminated signage (18/06664/A)
Damson Cottage, 33 Lamb Hill
Change of use from storage or distribution buildings to
dwellinghouse. (19/00630/COU)
37 Stanley Park
Erection of a 2 bed dwelling. (19/00539/F)
For further information on any of the above planning applications,
visit www.bristol.gov.uk/planning-and-building-regulations/
look-at-and-track-planning-applications using the reference
number quoted above. Planning applications across the city can
be viewed at the same website.
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GARDEN SERVICES

D. ATTWELL
LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE
From as little as £15.75 per month

All Garden Works Undertaken
All Foliage Removed – Roots Destroyed
Patios Laid – Slabbing – Decking
Block Paving – Gravelling – Fencing
Wood Chippings – Clearance – Garden Walls
Drives & Patios Jetwashed & Resealed

Call: 0117 422 7200
Email:
sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

For a FREE quote call 07960 681 921

AERIAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

PLASTERING

RElectrical
A Moon
Services

SBS PLASTERING

• FULLY INSURED • LICENSED WASTE CARRIER

d.attwellgardenservices@hotmail.co.uk
St George and Redfield
Voice

April 2017
www.theaerialman.co.uk

Domestic - Commercial - Industrial
Directory
5.8cm
• Digital Aerials • Fully
Guaranteed x 5.0cm
Installation - Testing - Maintenance

Local friendly service with over 30 yrs experience
• Repairs • Satellites • Free Quotes
Rewires Consumer Units Extra Points
• OAP Discount • Additional TV Points
Electrical Installation Condition Reports
•
Humax
Recorders
Debt Collection Service
Fault Finding

Call Bob for free advice and estimates

Affordable Prices - Reliable Service

17 0117
March
2017
967 9028

CARPET CLEANING

0117 3690000 07940 247514
www.ramoonelectricalservices.co.uk
Email: ramoon@blueyonder.co.uk

PLUMBING

City and Guilds Qualified

Affordable | Reliable | Professional
Free Quotations

Tel: 07900 551199

email: sbsplastering@aol.co.uk
www.sbsplastering.com
PLUMBING

Professional

ategory:Carpet
DEBTCleaning
COLLECTION
Domestic & Commercial

Carpets cleaned from £15
Rugs cleaned
from £10
House/Flat cleaned from £90

Stain Removal Trained
Scotch Guard Protection
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Specialists in Carpet & Hard Floor Cleaning
6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE

Call Nick on 07812 730346 www.acarpet.cleaning

Taps, Washers
Toilets, Cisterns
Leaks, Blockages
Tanks, Overflows
Lead Pipes, Stopcocks….etc…
OAP DISCOUNTS and NO VAT

0117
DEBT COLLECTION

Debt Collection
Service
Professional collection of
business to business debts

Tel 0117 370 4236
office@debtcollectionservice.uk
www.debtcollectionservice.uk

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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RUBISH CLEARANCE
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www.junkmonsters.co.uk
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n WHAT’S ON IN OUR AREA
Friday 1 March
n Public Consultation Event to
discuss proposals for 11 homes
above the Chalks Road / St George
Park car park. 3.00pm to 8.00pm
(drop in). Beehive Centre. (See front
page story.)
Saturday 2 March
n Friends of Troopers Hill
Conservation Work Party on
Troopers Hill, Meet at
entrance to Hill from Troopers Hill
Field, near slide. 10.00am
Sunday 3 March
n 150th Birthday Anniversary,
Bethesda Church, Church Road,
2.00pm to 5.00pm. Further info
page 5.
Monday 4 March
n St George Strollers walk from
Clifton Wood to Harbourside. Meet
at Temple Way bus stop opposite
Bristol Post, 10.15am
Saturday 9 March
St George Community Fair,
11.00am to 2.00pm, St Aidan
with St George Church and
Church Hall, Fir Tree Lane

Tuesday 12 March
n Public Forum with the Chief
Constable and Police & Crime
Commissioner, Trinity Centre,
7.00pm to 9.00pm (See page 14.)
Monday 18 March
n Bristol City Council Housing
Forum, City Hall 6.15pm to 8.30pm.
(Details on page 12)
Thursday 21 March
n Friends of Troopers Hill
Conservation Work Party on
Troopers Hill, Meet at
entrance to Hill from Troopers Hill
Field, near slide. 10.00am
30 March to 5 April
n Age 55+ and living with and
beyond cancer? Want to get more
active, meet new people and try
something new? Get involved
with our Macmillan Activity Week
for over 55s taking place across
Bristol from Saturday 30th March
- Friday 5th April. Discover the
benefits of being active during
or after cancer treatment, and
try an array of community-based
activities for free, including dance,
walking football, kayaking and
more! Booking essential – call
the Macmillan Team at LinkAge
Network on 0117 353 3042.

REGULAR
EVENTS
Monday
n 55+ Wellbeing Group, 11.00am
to 1.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n IT Support and Advice, 10.30am
to 12.30pm, St George Library
n ESOL – Learning Direct 9:30am–
11.30am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre. Please call to find
out when the next course starts,
tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Clinic, 1.00pm–2.30pm,
Cossham Hospital seminar room
n Messy play, 1.30pm–3.00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Easton Community
Centre, 6.30pm–7.30pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n Bristol Community Friendship
Club, lunchtime cuppa and roll:
every first Monday of the month
12 noon–2.00pm at St Annes
Boardmills Club on Avonvale Road.
Everyone welcome, make new
friends. Visit the Bristol Community
Friendship Club Facebook page
and ask to join or telephone Gill on
0117 902 5779
n Speedwell Community Café
11.00am -2.00pm, Barton Hill
Rugby Club, Duncombe Lane pop along for a cuppa, bite to eat
and make new friends, everyone
welcome. Tel Gill for more details
0117 902 5779
Tuesday
n Walking Group, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Lunch Club, 12.30pm to 2.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Film Club, 1.45pm, Beehive
Centre
n Arts & Crafts, 10.30am to 1.00pm,
Saffron Gardens, Prospect Place,
0117 935 4471
n Messy play, 1:30pm–3:00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Stay and play, 9.30am–11.00am,
St Aidan’s Church Hall
n Baby Clinic, 10.00am–12noon, St
George Health Centre
n ESOL Conversation Club,
1.30pm–2.30pm, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Gracie Barra School
BS5 9JU 6.30pm–8.00pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n First Tuesday of the month.
Monthly social lunchtime meet up
for disabled people at the Farmhouse Pub, Wellington Road, Yate,
BS37 5UY. Open and friendly group,
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We would love to publicise your event
We would love to publicise your event. Simply complete the
online form at

www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/submitevent
meets first Tuesday of month
12noon -2pm. Part of WECIL's peer
support community - www.wecil.
co.uk.
n WECIL monthly social meet up:
second Tuesday of the month, social meet up for disabled people at
the Old Post Office pub, Fishponds
Road. Open and friendly group
meets 6.00–7.30pm. Part of WECIL's
peer support community – www.
wecil.co.uk contact: 0117 947 9942
or email peersupport@wecil.co.uk
n Orchard Choir: 7.00pm–8.30pm
at the Orchard Coffee and Co.,
Cherry Orchard Lane
n IT Support and advice 10.30am12.30pm Receive help with some of
your IT queries. Just turn up
n Baby Bounce and Rhyme,
11.00am to 11.30am, St George
Library. (Term time).
Wednesday
n Holistic Massage, 10.00am to
12noon, Beehive Centre
n Tai Chi, Beginners 10.30–
11.30am, advanced 11.30am–
12.30pm Beehive Centre
n Art & Craft Class, 1.30pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Keep Fit, 2.00pm to 3.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Easton Food Assembly, 12.30pm
to 7.00pm, collect orders from
Easton Community Centre, info
eastonfoodassembly@gmail.com
n Nurturing programme and
parenting puzzle. Please call to
book, 9.30am–11.30am, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Under 1’s social group, 1.30pm–
3.00pm, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Monthly lunch club for senior
citizens at Crofts End Church. To
book a place call 0117 9513520.
n Hanham Photographic Society
7.30-9.30pm at Hanham Methodist
Church. New members welcome,
visit hanhamphoto.org.uk for more
information.
n Wicketz: 4.00pm to 6.00pm,
behind Wellspring Healthy Living
Centre. Free fitness and cricket
sessions for girls and boys aged
6+. The sessions run at The Cage
(behind Wellspring Healthy Living
Centre). For more info contact
Crispin on: 07398 211596 or email:
crispin.shingler@gloscc.co.uk
Thursday
n Community Café, 9.00am to
1.30pm, Beehive Centre

n Over 55 Ballroom Dance,
12.30pm to 1.30pm, Beehive Centre
n Canoeing, Kayaking, Rowing and
Sailing for the over 55s. 10.00am
to 12noon. Baltic Wharf. Info 0117
935 4471
n Coffee Morning, 10.00am to
12noon, St Aidan’s Church, Fir Tree
Lane. Info 0117 960 6592
n Pre-School Children’s Story Time,
10.15am to 10.45am, St George
Library
n Childminders’ group, 9.15am–
10.45am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Growing together, 9.30am–
11.30am, Speedwell Allotments
n Rock-a-bye, 9.30am – 10.30am,
please call 07952 064702 to book,
Community Hub, Hillfields.
n Stories Songs and Rhymes,
1.00pm–2.00pm, Speedwell
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Post natal group. Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, Call
to book, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Massage, 1.30pm – 2.30pm,
please call to book, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n ParkWork: Between 10.00am
and 12.30pm. 1st Thursday: Other
spaces (Meadow Vale), 2nd: St
George Park, 3rd: Troopers hill,
4th: Dundridge, 5th: Other spaces
(Meadow Vale). Contact Joe
Mckenna on: 07469 400689 or joe.
mckenna@bristol.gov.uk
n Capoeira: kids class 5.15pm–
6.15pm, adults class from 6.30pm–
8.00pm at Gracie Barra school BS5
9JU, call Rad on 07734 469251 or
Lise on 07590 408705
n The Green Mingle is an
informal monthly networking
event for people interested in an
environmentally sustainable Bristol.
The Mingle runs from 5.30pm–
7.30pm on the first Thursday of the
month at The Station Kitchen in
Broadmead
n Friends of Troopers Hill work
party, 10.00am–12 noon, every
third Thursday of the month. Volunteers meet by the red slide on
Troopers Hill field.
n WECIL informal and social creative challenge arts session for disabled people at Trinity Arts Centre,
Trinity Rd, Old Market. Open and
friendly group, meets last Thursday
of month 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Part
of WECIL's peer support community
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n WHAT'S ON
– www.wecil.co.uk.
n Orchard Community Choir:
7.00pm–8.30pm at the Orchard
Coffee & Co, Clouds Hill Road. For
more information contact Renee
on: orchardchoir@gmail.com
n FAB Cafe - an opportunity to
share a cup of tea (and a slice
of cake!) and chat about what is
going on in the local area in an
informal and relaxed setting. Last
Thursday of every month 10.00am
to 12noon, Beehive Centre
Friday
n Line Dancing, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Bingo, 1.30pm to 3.30pm,
Beehive Centre
n Stay and play, 9:00am – 11:00am,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Reading group 6pm third Friday
of the month. St George Library.
Meet with other readers to discuss
and debate. (You will need to be
signed up for Extended Access to
the library)
Saturday
n Capoeira: 10.30am–12.00 noon,
Gracie Barra school BS5 9BH, call
Rad on 07734 469251 or Lise on
07590 408705
n St George wards councillor
surgeries, first Saturday of every
month, 11.30am–12.30pm at St
George library
n Chess club, 3.00pm–5.00pm at St
George Library; all welcome
n Plant Sale: St. Aidan's Allotments,
Nicholas Lane, St. George, BS5 8TY.
Locally grown veg plants every
Saturday and Sunday 9.00am to
12.30pm. Further details tel: 0117932-5852.
n Golden Oldies. A light hearted
sing-a-long session. Second Friday
of the month 10.30am - 11.30am at
the Beehive Centre. Contact adele@
golden-oldies.org.uk
Sunday
n Plant Sale: St. Aidan's Allotments,
Nicholas Lane, St. George, BS5 8TY.
Locally grown veg plants every
Saturday and Sunday 9.00am to
12.30pm. Further details tel: 0117932-5852.
n Singing for the Soul, at St
George Community Centre,
every 2nd Sunday of the month
10:00am–12.30pm. Unwind with
harmony singing. Email: werelostinmusic@gmail.com or check out the
Facebook page – www.facebook.
com/Soulsing
Beehive Centre is at 19a Stretford
Road (next to St Ambrose
Church) information on activities
at the Beehive Centre is available
at www.thebeehivebristol.co.uk
or tel 0117 935 4471.
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n NEWS

Budget secures largest investment in
people and priorities for a decade
An increase in the policing part
of council tax means Police
and Crime Commissioner
Sue Mountstevens can recruit
100 new officers and invest in
proactive operations to focus
specifically on burglary, drugs
and violent crime.
Avon and Somerset’s Police
and Crime Panel approved Sue
Mountstevens’ plans to raise £15
million to manage cost pressures
and generate some additional
funds for investment by raising
the policing part of the council
tax by £2 a month for a band D
property.
It follows a surprise
announcement by the
government in December
allowing police and crime
commissioners to increase the
policing part of the council tax
from £12 to £24 a year for the
average (band D) household.
Police and Crime
Commissioner Sue Mountstevens
said: “I fully understand that this
is a big increase for households.
It was not an easy decision.
However I have to balance the
challenges facing policing; the
increased threat from criminality
and the safety of residents. “In

order to improve visibility and
results, we need to have the
resources. With the government
set on raising money for policing
from local people I have the
unenviable job of deciding how
we meet these challenges. I am
grateful to have the support of
the Police and Crime Panel in
this decision.
“I want local people to see
and feel a difference in the
Constabulary’s fight against
crime. Just like last year
we will continue to protect
neighbourhood policing the
very ‘eyes and ears’ of our
communities and invest in
additional officers for the
first time in over a decade.
I’m committed with the Chief
Constable to intensify our fight
against serious violence on our
streets, in our towns and cities
with high profile disruption
activity for burglary, drugs and
serious violence.
Sending a loud and clear
message to criminals that coming
into our area to commit their
crimes and exploit our children
is not an option.
“This money will not fix
everything but it’s the first

investment we’ve seen since
austerity begun in 2010 and it’s a
big step in the right direction.”
From April the total increase
in policing funding after the
council tax precept rise and new
Home Office funding will boost
the PCC’s net expenditure budget
by £21 million of which some £17
million is required to meet rising
costs. The remaining £4 million
of new funds will be invested
in the policing service for local
residents and tackling local
priorities including burglary,
drug crime, violent crime and
the recruitment of 100 additional
officers.
The force receives one of the
lowest funding settlements in the
country compared to its relative
need and has long campaigned
for fairer funding through
the police funding formula.
Adding together core central
government funding, precept
and specific grants, Avon and
Somerset receives 26% less than
it received in 2010/11 in real
(inflation adjusted) terms, which
has required the delivery of £78
million of savings since 2010.

Hoarding on Bristol & Bath Railway Path
A SECTION of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path in
Greenbank has been boarded up. The area boarded
up is alongside the former Elizabeth Shaw chocolate
factory, and has been boarded up to facilitate the
redevelopment of the site. The boarded up area
does not prevent the use of this popular route.
Bristol City Council authorised the temporary
wooden panels to be erected alongside the Railway
Path. Asked in a Freedom of Information Act
request if there had been any consultations prior to
the hoarding being erected, the Council responded
that "There was no consultation specific to this
strip of land where the hoarding is. However,
the redevelopment of the former Elizabeth Shaw
Chocolate Factory site would have been subject
to comments as part of the planning application
process."
While the Bristol & Bath Railway Path is a major
cycling and walking route, it is technically a park
and has been described as a 'green corridor'.
The Council has required the developer to fully
reinstate the fenced off area to the standard it was
found in. Photographs taken of behind the blue

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

hoarding show that the undergrowth has been
cleared. The proposed end date for the hoarding is
19th May 2021.
The Railway Path was closed between Johnsons
Road / Bruce Road and Gordon Road / Greenbank
Road from 18th to 22nd February for resurfacing
and tree works alongside the chocolate factory site.
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From local advertising to city-wide
campaigns, we
help people in St
George and Redfield to:

Make your business
a success
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From local advertising to city-wide
campaigns, we help people in St
George and Redfield to:

Contact:
0117 422 7200
office@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

• Gain new customers
• Get the edge on
competitors
• Increase sales

