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Cossham Birth Centre closed until February
COSSHAM Birth Centre is to
remain closed until the end of
February following a decision
from North Bristol NHS Trust
to divert women in labour to the
midwife-led unit at Southmead
Hospital.
The decision has been taken
due to an unprecedented high
number of women needing
induction of labour and a
shortage in the number of
midwives available.
In a statement North
Bristol NHS Trust said that it
was maximising its midwifery
workforce on one site to maintain
the safety of all women and
babies in its care.
The higher number of women
requiring induction is due to the
introduction of the government’s
Saving Babies Lives Programme
– a new national drive to
reduce stillbirths. These new
requirements have led to an
increase of women being induced
at maternity units nationwide.
This, combined with a
shortage of midwives at the
Trust, has led it to transfer
Cossham’s midwives to
Southmead.
Because of this temporary
closure, all women due to give
birth during the temporary
closure at Cossham are currently
being contacted to make them

In your free local
monthly newspaper:
Recent attacks in
St George Park &
Meadow Vale Park
There have been recent
incidents in both St George
Park and Meadow Vale Park,
involving young people. We
report on these incidents, and
provide a response from the
police.
Turn to page 4

St George Park kiosk
to close
The kiosk / cafe in St George
Park is to close before being
operated by the Council.
Turn to page 6

Community Fair
Community organisations
came together for the St
George Community Fair.
Turn to page 9
aware of this change. All calls
to Cossham Birth Centre from
women in labour are being
diverted to Mendip Birth Centre
at Southmead Hospital.
Cossham Birth Centre
midwives have temporarily
joined the Mendip team.

Women booked with the
preference to deliver at Cossham
will continue to have the
option of a midwifery-led birth
environment at Mendip Birth
Centre at Southmead.

Do you know your
place?
A look at the Council's
interactive mapping website
Turn to page 12

Continued on page 3
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THIS month sadly sees a
continuation of a theme of
previous months – further
reports of attacks and robberies
by gangs on members of the
public. This time parks have
been the subject of these attacks
with two in St George Park and
another at Meadowvale. To make
matters worse the victims have
all been children. People have
rightly responded with disgust
and outrage at these attacks and
police have committed to sending
out extra patrols.

Sadly, from the reports we
have seen, it seems that the
attacks were committed by other
young people. Perhaps as well
as how to protect residents and
punish crimes we should also be
looking for ways to reach out to
young people and foster good
citizenship and respect?
In our front page story, the
temporary closure of Cossham
Birthing Centre has also been
causing concern amongst
families and mothers to be.
In better news, we’ve spoken

stgeorge&redfieldvoice
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Tel 0117 422 7200
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news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
Tel 07716 569447 or 0117 422 7200
Letters to the publication can be sent to
office@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk or by
post to Letters, St George & Redfield Voice,
Easton Business Centre, Felix Road, Bristol
BS5 0HE.
We reserve the right to edit letters.

DECEMBER DEADLINE

December edition deadline is
November 21. We encourage early
submission.

to a new mum-to-be who
has come up with a new and
interesting idea for a mums
support group and we’ve taken
a look at some of the interesting
local features on Bristol City
Council’s Know Your Place
website.
We hope you have a great
month – remember, if you have
any news, views or comments
we’d love to hear from you:
news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.
co.uk

Follow us on Twitter
@SGRVoice

Find us on Facebook
SGRVoice
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n NEWS
Continued from page 1
Home birth services will
continue to be available
on a case by case basis. All
antenatal and postnatal clinics
at Cossham are unaffected and
running as normal.
The Trust – which has
among the best neonatal
outcomes in the country – is
currently reviewing how long
the temporary closure will be
in place.
Six extra maternity
beds have been opened at
Southmead and extra midwives
are now being recruited in
an effort to deal with the
increase in labour inductions.
The recruitment will lead to a
total increase in its permanent
midwifery workforce of more
than 24 full-time midwives.
It is hoped that this will
be achieved by the end of
February; however the Trust

has said that it will reopen
Cossham Birth Centre earlier if
the vacancies are filled before
this date.
“Recent national changes
to the way the NHS cares
for women with identified
risks during pregnancy have
increased demand for complex
and specialist care,” said Helen
Blanchard, Interim Director of
Nursing at North Bristol NHS
Trust.
“To ensure we can run
the safest maternity service
possible, we have taken the
difficult decision to temporarily
close Cossham Birth Centre
until we have recruited enough
additional midwives.
“We recognise that any
changes to a woman’s preplanned maternity care, and
the choice they have made
about where to have their baby,
can be disappointing.
“However, our absolute

priority must be the overall
safety of all women and babies
in our care.
“We will reopen Cossham
Birth Centre as soon as
possible.”
For more information
members of the public can
contact:
cosshamclosure@nbt.nhs.
uk Rachel Fielding, Director
of Midwifery at North Bristol
NHS Trust has also released a
statement on YouTube. This
can be viewed here: https://
youtu.be/JhHIg28zVEI
The closure of Cossham
birth centre has generated
concern amongst those who
have or are hoping to give birth
there. In particular, a petition
has been launched calling for
the birth centre to be reopened.
The petition was launched
by Lauren Pinkett, a mother
of three who says that the
centre has been a cherished

part of her family’s life for five
years and that all three of her
children had been born there.
She described the midwives
there as both “passionate and
dedicated”.
“It is a truly special place
to be cared for during labour
and birth, with one-to-one care
from a team of unique and
woman centred staff,” writes
Lauren in the petition.
“Cossham birth centre
is currently closed, with an
uncertain future. Please show
your support and love for
Cossham. Please help keep this
wonderful birth centre open.”
“Even if I wasn’t able
to birth here, just to have
experienced the warmth of
the Cossham midwives is
something special in itself.”
If you would like to
sign the petition, then
visit: www.tinyurl.com/
cosshambirthcentre

You can follow us on Facebook and Twitter: @SGRVoice

Tiny Steps Nursery
changes hands
THE Tiny Steps Day Nursery and
Pre-School on Whiteway Road,
St George has changed hands
after founders Mandy and Jerry
Hieron decided to retire.
“Jerry and I started Tiny
Steps eight years ago and it has
been a real labour of love with
Jerry doing all the maintenance
and decorating and me running
the nursery," said Mandy.
"We wanted to find people
with the same philosophy as
ourselves who could continue the
lovely happy, nursery we have
created here.
“It is with a heavy heart that
we leave as we have so enjoyed
seeing the children develop into
lovely little people and I will miss
the chats with the parents every
day and the great team of staff
that we have here.”
The 80-place nursery, rated
good by Ofsted, will continue
in local family ownership with
Tony and Bev Driffield, who
are the owners of Mama Bear’s,

which has 24 nurseries across the
region, taking control.
Tony Drifffield said: “Tiny
Steps will retain its own identity
for now and will be run as a sister
company to Mama Bear’s. We
were approached by the owners
as they wanted to step down.
They have done a terrific job of
running a lovely pre-school and
nursery that is very popular.
“We want to build on the high
standards of care and education
that they have achieved and
we are keen to meet the staff,
children and parents and support
them through the transition.”
Emma Cumming, a Mama
Bear’s area manager with nine
years’ experience as manager of
their Fishponds nursery will take
over from Mandy Hieron.
Tony and Bev Driffield are
organising meetings with staff
and parents at the nursery.
More information on Tiny
Steps can be found at: www.
tinystepsdaynursery.com.

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Professional
Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning
Domestic & Commercial
Carpet Cleaning £15
Rug Cleaning £10
Upholstery Cleaning £20
FROM
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Stain Removal Trained • Scotch Guard Protection
100% Satisfaction Guarantee
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6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE
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07812 730346

or 0117 9114099
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Two muggings by armed
gang in St George Park
ST George Park has seen two incidents in which children have been
mugged by large armed gangs. The first incident occurred on Friday
12 October at around 7.25pm in which a 16-year-old boy was chased
and attacked before being robbed at knifepoint. A second incident
occurred on Wednesday 24 October when two 14-year-olds were
taken to hospital after being attacked and robbed by a gang of 15-20
teenagers armed with knuckle dusters. One of the victims suffered a
fractured rib.
In the first incident the boy was walking through the park with
friends when the gang entered the park and chased after them. They
caught up with him before punching and kicking him to the floor. A
gang member then held a knife to his stomach and demanded he hand
over his bank card, rucksack and phone along with the password to
access it.
A member of the public then helped the boy to contact his father
who subsequently called the police.
Police say that the offenders made off in the direction of Church
Road/Chalks Road. They have been studying CCTV from the area and
speaking to witnesses. The card and rucksack have been recovered.
In the second incident two boys were walking near the skate park
when they were approached by a gang who threatened and then
attacked them, stealing their bags and phones. Members of the gang
were then seen to make off in the direction of the Aldi supermarket on
Church Road.
Police believe that the same gang is responsible for both attacks
and is urging anyone with any information to come forward.
If you can help, call 101 and provide the call handler with the
reference 521822905 or 5218238297, respectively.
You can also contact the independent charity Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via their Anonymous Online Form:
www.crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information

Children threatened
at Meadow Vale
THERE have been reports
of young people being
threatened by other young
people in Meadow Vale Park
on 25 October.
The reports relate to an
incident at around 2.30pm
on Thursday 25 October
involving a group of about
five boys. The boys were
reportedly wearing masks
and carrying knives. They
chased an 11 year old girl
and her friends out of the
park. The incident was very
distressing to the children
being threatened. The

police believe the same
group of boys may also have
been responsible for recent
incidents in St George Park.
Meadow Vale Park is the
small green space between
Meadow Vale Community
Centre in Meadow Vale and
Speedwell Road.
Anyone with any
information on the
incident is asked to
contact the police on 101
or contact Crimestoppers
on 0800 555111 or www.
crimestoppers-uk.org/giveinformation

Would you like to advertise in the
St George & Redfield Voice?
Call 0117 422 7200 or email
sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

Statement from Avon & Somerset
Police on recent gang attacks
NEIGHBOURHOOD officers are
providing reassurance patrols
in the St George’s Park and the
surrounding area.
This follows concerns from
the public about isolated antisocial behaviour and robbery
incidents.
We are committed to
ensuring the park remains a
space for the community to use
safely and peacefully. It remains
a popular location and is still
overwhelmingly a safe and
positive space for all.
However we will take
enforcement action against the
small minority who are intent
on spoiling the enjoyment of the
wider public.
There have been two incidents
in St George’s Park reported to

us.

On 12 October a 16-yearold boy had his mobile phone
taken after he and his friends
were chased by a group of other
teenagers.
Two boys aged 14, were
threatened and had their bags
taken by a group of youngsters in
another incident on 25 October.
On the 25 October at 2.30pm
an 11-year-old girl and her
friends, who were playing in
Meadow Vale Park were chased
by a group of boys, who were
wearing masks and reported to
be carrying what appeared to be
knives. We believe it may have
been the same group of youths
involved in the St George’s Park
incidents.
We have increased our

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

patrols of St George’s Park
and the surrounding area and
will continue to do so over the
Halloween period.
These patrols are to provide
reassurance to the local
community but also receive

information and intelligence
relating to anti-social behaviour.
We will make use of whatever
powers we have at our disposal
– including dispersal notices –
to ensure St George’s Park and
the surrounding area remains
a pleasant area for the local
community to enjoy.
We are also working with our
partners to better understand the
reasons behind the incidents.
We would advise people who
are using the parks to consider
their personal safety and
avoid unlit pathways. Further
information on personal safety
is available on the police website
www.avonandsomerset.police.
uk/advice/crime-preventionadvice/keeping-yourself-safe/

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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ST GEORGE in Bloom volunteers
have recently been granted
permission to ‘green up,’ replant
and maintain the garden area
inside the main entrance to St
George Park.
The area is currently looking
neglected, and it is understood
that Bristol Council will no
longer replant and maintain
the site, so St George in Bloom
volunteers stepped in and a
project will soon be underway by
the group to create a sustainable
bee and butterfly garden on the
site.
This is a joint project between
The Friends of St George Park
and St George in Bloom.
“It is important to maintain
the heritage of our parks for
current and future generations
to enjoy these important urban
green spaces,” said Grenville
Johnson, Chair and Founder of
St George in Bloom.
“Increasing numbers of
residents and visitors rely on
local parks for their health,
relaxation, and wellbeing.
“Volunteers from St George
in Bloom have been contacting
local shops and businesses in
Church Road to ask if they would
sponsor this project, and many
have very generously donated to
this project, and their kindness
and support has been incredibly
encouraging.”
If any additional shops,
local businesses or individuals
would like to make a financial
contribution then they can
contact St George in Bloom via
the group’s website at: www.
stgeorgeinbloom.org.uk
The group is also hoping to
install a low-level and colourfully
illustrated board on the site
to inform and educate visitors
about the plants, and the role

stgeorge&redfieldvoice
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New bee and butterfly garden
for St George Park

St George In Bloom volunteers at Kingsway precinct
they play in providing a valuable
food source for bees, butterflies,
and other pollinating insects.
The board will also feature
the names of the businesses that
have sponsored the project.
“It is vital to provide
frequently spaced nectar and
pollination points across our
city,” said Grenville.
“It’s rather like installing a
‘fast food outlet’ for these insects,
with regular stop off points, so
they can rest, take their food, and
help the urban environment .
“Some species of bees and
butterflies are currently in

FREE
inspections
NO
call-out fees

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

serious decline, so we must all do
what we can to assist and protect
them. They also help to pollinate
the crops that we need for our
food.
“This project is also designed
to assist everyone’s health and
well-being, and help to raise
the spirits of those who visit
the park. Colourful plants that
are buzzing with industrious
insects really help to make such a
positive impact on our lives”
Volunteers from St George in
Bloom have been busy recently
and have planted up several sites
within St George with colourful

plants for this autumn and next
spring.
Areas worked on include
outside the main entrance
to Redfield Lodge, Kingsway
shopping precinct, the two
planters near the entrance to St
George Park, and the St George
fountain.
So far, a number of local
companies have supported
St George in Bloom’s work,
including Black Iris Images, the
shops at Kingsway precinct, the
Orchard Coffee & Co. and Park
Insurance.

We are specialists in:
l Domestic re-roofs and repairs
l Grp fibreglass flat roofing
l Installation of fascia, soffits
and guttering
Call: 0117 9113864 Mobile: 07570 579238
Email: staydryroofing2000@yahoo.co.uk
Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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THE kiosk in St George Park is set to close
this month as the current tenant operating
the café there has given notice.
Normally the license would be retendered,
however last month’s announcement of
£160,000 of CIL money being invested into
the park means that the facilities are set to be
upgraded and so the kiosk will remain closed
until after the upgrade.
“The kiosk is due to be upgraded as part
of a wider programme of park improvements,
and following the upgrade the kiosk will be
operated by the council,” explained a Bristol
City Council representative.
“We do not currently have confirmed
dates for the improvements works but it
is likely that the kiosk will be closed for a
short period of time over the quieter winter

November, 2018

St George Park kiosk to close
months.
”The investment in the
facilities in St George Park
include landscaping, an
improved café and toilet
facilities. It is hoped that
the upgrade will improve
the park for older people,
people with babies and
young children, disabled
people, and pregnant
women, as well as tourists
and visitors.

Age gap is no barrier to friendship
FOUR and five-year-olds from
the Mama Bear Day Nursery
on Crews Hole Road have been
visiting a local care home in
order to encourage relationships
in the community.
The visits started last autumn
and have become a highlight
of the week for them and the
friends they have made at nearby
Riversway Nursing Home.
Some of the pre-schoolers
have formed very close bonds
with their elderly friends, with
the children’s parents reporting
that they go home full of news
about what they do at Riversway
and how much they enjoy
themselves there.
“The children so look
forward to the visits,” said Emma
Cumner, pre-school room leader
at Mama Bear’s Crews Hole.
“They remember the
residents’ names, particularly
their special friends, and between
visits they are keen to make
things to give to them.

“In the year we’ve been
going to Riversway there’s been
a noticeable difference in the
children’s personal and social
skills, with some of the shyest
becoming much more confident.
“Some of our children don’t
have much interaction with
elderly people in their day-to-day
lives and were amazed when they
first met the people who live at
Riversway.
“But because they were made
so very welcome they responded
as children do – in an open and
generous way – which makes the
whole experience very rewarding
for both sides.”
The Mama Bear’s children
have also been honoured guests
at special events put on for the
Riversway residents, such as an
exclusive showing of Paddington
2, a circus skills session, and
a birthday party that was also
attended by a Shetland pony
which was lovingly stroked by old
and young alike.

TRANSPORT LTD

HGV 1 & 2 Drivers

with or without ADR urgently required for various shifts
from our Avonmouth or Warmley depot
Due to a new contract we are sourcing drivers for permanent
positions and great rates of pay.
Must have a Digital Tacho

Please call 01179671600
for more information

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

The children were keen to
invite the residents to visit them
as well and insisted they wanted
them to come and watch the
nativity play they put on last
Christmas, which was a “real
treat” according to Riversway’s
activities lead, Marilisa Chies.
“The people we support
absolutely love these children
and get so absorbed in shared
activities such as baking, making
pictures and doing puzzles and
games together, or just having a
good old chat and a giggle,” said
Marilisa.
“You only have to watch them
all together to see how much
it means to them, they are all
totally engaged in what they’re
doing and so enjoy each other's
company.
“Even simple activities like
making up stories and blowing
bubbles brings so much joy.
We’re delighted at the positive
impact for both parties.”

Studies have shown that
regular interaction between the
generations can have significant
positive effects for young and
old alike, providing an injection
of youth and playfulness into
the lives of elderly people in a
residential setting, and helping
young children learn about the
elderly generation.
Mama Bear’s as a group
encourages all its nurseries to
develop relationships in their
local communities and many
have built connections with
care homes including in Clifton,
Whitchurch and Hanham.
Riversway Nursing Home is
run by the Springhill Care Group
and is located in Blackswarth
Road, St Georges in Bristol, see
www.riverswaycare.com
For more information on
Mama Bear’s Day Nursery and
Pre-School or to register visit
www.mamabear.co.uk

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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AS part of their work on
Democracy Week, over sixty Year
5 children (nine and ten year
olds) from Whitehall Primary
School have this week visited
City Hall to meet the Mayor of
Bristol, Marvin Rees, and local
councillors.
They asked him a wide range
of questions about his job and
how he became Mayor, as well as
more personal ones like which
football team he supports. Mayor
Rees encouraged the pupils to
consider running for election to
the Bristol Youth Council in the
future.
They also did a quiz about
City Hall and then conducted
their own debate in the Council
Chamber with one of the pupils
sitting in the Lord Mayor's chair
running the proceedings.
The event was organised
by Emma Collver, a teacher
from Whitehall Primary, Ruth
Pickersgill one of Easton’s ward
councillors.
"It is so important that
children of all ages get to
understand how our democratic
systems work, and meeting the
Mayor in person is particularly
inspiring for them, as he went
to their local secondary school
himself,” said Ruth.

BRISTOL-BASED Jessie May is
urging supporters to help it to
raise enough money to welcome
11 additional life limited children
to their services this Christmas.
The charity is taking part
in The Big Give Christmas
Challenge week match-funding
campaign between November 27
and December 4 in November,
when every penny donated to
the children’s charity will be
doubled.
During the campaign week,
supporters have the opportunity
to have their donation doubled
on theBigGive.co.uk It will cost
the charity £23,100 to provide
11 new families with vital respite
support from its nurses, as well
as emotional support, all given in
the comfort of families’ homes.
Julian Withers, Head
of Fundraising and
Communications at Jessie May,
said: “Preparing for The Big Give
Christmas Challenge has been
an exciting process so far! We
rallied to find Pledgers to create
our matching pot; this will be

Whitehall Primary pupils
take to the chamber
“They were really well
prepared for their debate today
and seemed to particularly enjoy
being in the Council Chamber
and standing up to speak in the
microphones and then voting
electronically.
“Hopefully, after this
experience, we have some new
politicians in the making!"
Sol, aged ten, one of the
pupils from Whitehall Primary
School, said: "I loved using the
microphone so my opinion could
be heard in the hall. I'd really
like to come back and have more
debates!"
Young people aged 11-18
can put themselves forward as
candidates for election to the
Bristol Youth Council before
29 October. 32 young people
who live or go to school in
Bristol will be elected by their
peers for a two-year term of
office, with schools and youth
organisations acting as polling
stations in January 2019.

Bristol's four Members of the UK
Youth Parliament (MYPs) and
two Youth Mayors will then be
elected from those 32.
For more information on the
Youth Council, visit: www.bristol.
gov.uk/youth-council-youth-

mayors/bristol-youth-vote-2019
More information on
Democracy Week (15 - 21
October 2018) can be found
here: https://www.bristol.
gov.uk/how-council-decisionsare-made/local-democracy-week

Help Jessie May provide respite to
11 families this Christmas
used during the week itself to
double supporters’ donations.
“We have successfully raised
£5,775 in pledges, and a further
£5,250 from our ‘Champion
Pledger’, Candis magazine, all
of which we are hugely grateful
for. All our Pledgers will only pay
out if we raise enough money to
match their pledge - so during
The Big Give week we need as
many people as possible to give
what they can!
“From midday on November
27th – which is Giving Tuesday
– every penny donated through
theBigGive.org.uk to Jessie May
will be doubled. It’s imperative
we can raise these vital funds
and address the unmet need of
local families. We know there are
families caring for a terminally
ill child in our operating area

who are not receiving our respite
and bereavement care, and this
campaign offers to give us a
vital boost in funding – if our
supporters can donate during the
7 days.
“So please save the date and
get ready to give little – or big! –
for Jessie May. When the clock
strikes 12 you can literally make
double the difference.”
Donations to the charity
will be doubled from midday
Tuesday 27th November to
midday Tuesday 4th December.
Donations must be submitted
on the Jessie May profile at
theBigGive.org.uk in order to be
doubled.
Jessie May offers terminally
ill children and their families
regular respite and palliative
care throughout a child’s illness

and bereavement support for up
to 5 years after a child’s death.
The charity’s nurses provide
this support throughout Bristol,
South Gloucestershire, North
Somerset, Wiltshire, Bath and
North East Somerset.
The Christmas Challenge,
founded by entrepreneur and
philanthropist Sir Alec Reed
CBE, is the UK’s biggest online
match funding campaign. Since
the Big Give launched the
campaign in 2008, the Christmas
Challenge has raised over £90
million for thousands of charity
projects.
For more information about
Jessie May and The Big Give
Christmas Challenge visit www.
jessiemay.org.uk/the-big-give

Promote your business - email sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Community organisations come
together at St George Community Fair
ORGANISATIONS from across
the area came together at this
year's St George Community
Fair.
The annual event is an
opportunity for groups to meet
the public, fundraise and raise
their profile.
The event took place at St
Aidan and St George Church and
in the church hall was opened
by the Deputy Lord Mayor Cllr
Lesley Alexander, who was

presented with a bouquet of
flowers by local children Sophie
and James King.
Jim Donaldson, the fair's
organiser said that the event
was also a great chance for
community groups to meet each
other and discuss ways that they
can work together.
The fair had originally been
scheduled to take place earlier
this year in February; however
heavy snow meant that it had to
be postponed.
The St George and
Redfield Voice was one
of the many community
organisations that was
at the event. This gave
us the opportunity to
speak direct to many
of our readers as well
as representatives of
community groups in our
area.

hot!
be with
Slimming
be hot!

with
World
Slimming
World

Wednesdays 5.00pm & 7.00pm
The Beehive Centre
Stretford Road, Whitehall, Bristol BS5 7AW
Zoe 07427 150670

Thursdays 9.30am
St George Community Centre
Rear of 321 Church Road, Redfield, Bristol BS5 8AA
Maddie 07811 010866

Deputy Lord Mayor Cllr Lesley Alexander being presented with a
bouquet of flowers by Sophie and James King

GAS, HEATING & PLUMBING
We offer you the highest quality workmanship and
services for:

n Boiler replacements
n Boiler servicing & repairs
n Central heating installations
n Gas safety inspections
n Landlord safety certificates
n Powerflushing

Warm Glow Heating Ltd
for Gas Heating and Plumbing
33 Marling Rd, St George, Bristol BS5 7LN
Tel 0117 955 1230 / 07780 503778
tony@warmglowheating.com
www.warmglowheating.com

Thursdays 7.30pm
The
Beehive Centre
slimmingworld.co.uk
Stretford Road, Whitehall, Bristol BS5 7AW
0344 897 8000Maddie 07811 010866

slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000
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n YOUR LOCAL MP

Thangam
Debbonaire
MP for Bristol
West
writes for
St George and
Redfield Voice

November, 2018

Standing up for Bristol, standing up for you
MANY people in Redfield and
St George tell me they are
increasingly concerned about
crime in the area. This worries me.
I know many of the police
officers working for Avon &
Somerset Police.
They work extremely hard but
are increasingly under pressure due
to the government’s funding cuts.
Since 2010, our local police force
has had its budget cut dramatically,
forcing it to lose more than 650
police officers and hundreds of
policing staff.
These cuts may be one reason
behind a 39 percent increase in
recorded crimes in the Avon &
Somerset area over the last three
years. Even more worryingly,
violent crimes and public order
offences have risen particularly
quickly.
Other politicians from all parties
are now sounding the alarm. A
damning report published last
week warned that, unless cuts to
policing are reversed, “there will
be dire consequences for public
safety, criminal justice, community

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

cohesion and public confidence.”
It’s not just the police who
are hard hit. Bristol City Council
has much less money to pay for
all the things we need and want
them to do. This has had disastrous
implications for many people in
Bristol.
In October I wrote to the
Chancellor, who is in charge of
the country’s finances (see www.
debbonaire.co.uk for the letter in
full), arguing that Bristol needs to
have the money to care for older
people, clean our streets and
protect children from harm.
In Bristol, the City Council
has had to cut staff by a third
over the last decade. I salute the
administration and remaining
council staff who are working
extremely hard in this difficult
situation. But the effects are still
visible in our city.
The number of homeless people
has reached crisis point. Dozens
of local charities, community
groups and advice agencies have
lost funding. Other cutbacks have
affected the council’s ability to help
people and enforce the law.

In St George, one very visible
local example of the cuts is the
closure of the public toilets in St
George Park. While this may seem
small, it significantly restricts many
people’s enjoyment of local public
space.
It is also a symptom of a
government which seems happy to
reduce quality of life.
In short, eight years of Tory cuts
are putting many people under
extreme strain.
So what am I doing about
it? In Parliament I will continue
to challenge the government
whenever possible, by asking
questions in the Commons
chamber and meeting ministers in
person. And I will continue to meet
regularly with the police and the
council to find out how I can help.
We still live in one of the
richest countries in the world.
As a minimum, I believe the
government should provide
funding for the police to investigate
crimes and for the council to
maintain public toilets.
When these things are cut, we
all become poorer.

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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COMMUNITY union ACORN
has seen a busy month with a
number of actions taking place.
The group aims to tackle
injustice on a number of social
issues and has a particularly
strong role in Bristol as a tenants
union.
In September's edition we
reported that ACORN had
formed a new BS5 group and was
planning its first campaign.
This campaign was launched
on 29 September when the
group’s members protested
outside the offices of two rental
agencies – Lets Rent and Liv
n Let – demanding that the
companies put an end to bad
practices. The protest related to
a number of complaints from
tenants in the BS5 area over poor
quality accommodation, poor
repairs and high-pressure tactics.
The owner of Lets Rent met
with ACORN prior to the protest
to discuss concerns and had said
that he needed more time to
consider the groups demands.
Elsewhere, the group has
launched a statement over the
lack of affordable housing at
the development at the former
Elizabeth Shaw chocolate factory.
Jane McDowell, Chair of the
ACORN BS5 group said:
“We’ve known for quite some
time that there would be no
affordable housing on the site,
which is really disappointing
and not at all in keeping with the
FOLLOWING from the well
attended public meeting at St
George Community Centre
in August, the St George
Community Network has now
established a Community
Planning Group to look at the
future of community facilities in
St George. The new group will
be focusing particularly on those
facilities in and around the park,
including the park buildings,
the Library and the Community
Centre. The Community
Planning Group are aware that
any improvements or changes to
these facilities might also impact
on other community spaces such
as Meadow Vale so they are also
included in their decisions.
On the front page of the
October St George & Redfield
Voice there was a report about
the funding that has been
secured to provide toilets in
one of the existing buildings
in St George Park and make
improvements to the café /
kiosk. The September edition
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Busy month for ACORN
character of the area.
“Unfortunately, current
regulations mean that developers
can get away with this behaviour
when it comes to allocating
affordable housing. We want
action to be taken so developers
are obligated to fulfil their
responsibilities.
“We want homes that are
attainable for Bristol residents
and to allow new communities
to thrive with the right
infrastructure, rather than
cramming too many homes into
very little space.”
The group has also been
active in other parts of the city.
In Hartcliffe, members blocked
the path of bailiffs sent to evict a
member who was in rent arrears,
despite an agreement with
council that the tenant’s rent
would be paid through universal
credit.
In a statement on Facebook
the group said: “We did this
to buy more time for the local
councillor and our member to try
to get the case reconsidered by
Bristol City Council and to give
her more time to find somewhere
to store her things if the worst
happens.
“Morally and financially, we
think that the council should let
her stay in the house until she

ACORN members at a previous action
can downsize to a one bed that
won’t come with the bedroom
tax.”
ACORN has also supported
a survivor of domestic abuse
after Bristol City Council did not
provide her and her child with
housing, leaving them potentially
homeless.
The group instigated a
communications blockade,
asking members to send a letter
to Bristol City Council Housing
Supply Manager, Paul Sylvester.
As a result, the council housed
the member and her child in

temporary accommodation.
In a statement the group said:
“Our campaign will continue
for secure long term housing for
both women and for a thorough
investigation into how this was
allowed to happen to make sure
it doesn't happen again.”
“On her behalf we would like
to thank everyone who took the
time to take action and secure
her and her child a bed. A bit of
solidarity goes a long way!”
To find out more or
get involved, visit: www.
acorntheunion.org.uk/

St George Community Planning group set up
featured the Friends of St George
Park's proposals for the lake and
there is also a separate scheme
to improve the tennis courts
and make them more easily
accessible. With so much going
on to improve the park already
ñ why do we need a Community
Planning group?
Well, the answer is that
given the timescales involved in
planning, design, raising funds
and building new facilities, there
needs to be planning now about
what is wanted in 5 or 10 years
time.
Some of you may have seen
the new café and community
building in Page Park in Staple
Hill; do we want something
similar in St George Park?
Could the Community Centre be
improved to make it more of a
community hub with more of a
link to the park? Could better use

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

be made of the library building or
could the site be used for a new
building with a library alongside
other uses?
The St George Community
Planning Group is now
holding regular meetings and
at recent meetings they were
joined by post-grad students
on an architecture course at
the University of the West of
England. The meetings have
provided a good opportunity to
look at the St George area with
fresh eyes. You may see the
students out and about in the
park getting peopleís view on
their ideas.
The St George Community
Planning Group will continue to
meet through the winter putting
together a list of facilities they
want to see in St George and
looking at options for how they
could be provided. The Group

will also be inviting people who
have been involved in successful
schemes in other parts of Bristol
to share their experiences and
ideas.
The Voice will share
information on the progress of
the group, and there will also be
further public meetings when
there are issues that need to be
discussed more widely. The
group plans to work closely with
Cllr Asher Craig, Friends of St
George Park and the St George
Community Association.
If you would like to find
out more about the St George
Community Planning Group
and perhaps join the group and
be part of shaping the future
of St George then please visit:
www.stgeorgecommunity.org.
uk/network/projects or email
network@stgeorgecommunity.
org.uk

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Many of our readers may
have recently seen that
Bristol City Council’s
interactive mapping
website has been listed
for a prestigious Historic
England Angel Award.
The Know Your Place website
features historic maps of Bristol
which are scanned from original
archives held at the city’s record
office.
The project was created in 2011
by Pete Insole, Principal Historic
Environment Officer, and the
Geographic Information Services
team, both from Bristol City Council,
to encourage people to explore their
heritage virtually and contribute to it
with their own stories, photographs
and other content.
We’ve gathered some of the
interesting local highlights and
hidden gems from the website on
this page. If you’d like to explore
more yourself or even contribute,
then visit: http://maps.bristol.gov.
uk/kyp

Do you Know Your Place?

War Memorial plaque on the former Primitive Methodist Chapel

George Brent's sweet shop, 59 Church Road, Redfield
You probably won’t recognise this beautiful looking sweet shop – because
as far as we can tell, it’s not there anymore. The building was sadly
demolished in the 1960s to make way for a petrol station. Today the
site is occupied by Auto-Elite car company. The picture was taken in the
1930’s and according to the site, shows a woman named Maude Hooper –
however she does not appear to have been the owner of the shop.

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

War Memorial
plaque
Few will have
failed to notice
the former
Primitive
Methodist Chapel
on the corner of
Whitehall Road
and Neath Road.
What you may
not have seen
is this plaque
explaining that
the railings
outside the
building were
erected as a war
memorial to
members of the
congregation
who gave their
lives in the
Second World
War.

Bath House, near Crews Hole
This interesting feature is in woods just off Crews Hole Road just below
Avonvale Cemetery. The website describes it as an “…unusual "folly",
believed to be bath house with plunge pool. Incorporates slag blocks from
local copper smelting industry, so probably built during 1800s.”
The picture was taken in the 1960s and the feature is not accessible to
the public.

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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St George Library
Many will already be
aware that the original
St George Library was a
stunning stone Victorian
building. Nevertheless,
we thought that such a
beautiful building was
worth remembering. It
was demolished in 1962
to make way for the library
building which we have
today – and while the new
library is much loved and
appreciated, I’m sure that
we can all agree that the
original was much easier on
the eye!
All Images courtesy of
Community Layer, Know Your
Place.
Image courtesy of Community Layer, Know Your Place. Drawing by Samuel Loxton published in 'Bristol as it was and is' 1909
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Alpine
LANDSCAPING
Established family firm with 25 years experience

25% OF

WITH T F
H
ADVERTIS

H Senior Citizens Special
H Garden Clearance — Regular or one-off
H Patios H Fencing H Tree Work H Turfing
H Hedgecutting H Planting (Shrubs etc)
H Organic manure delivered — Also applied
H Professional and guarnteed work
H Brick & Blocklaying
Douglas Phipps at Filwood House
Filwood House, on New Queen Street, has been the subject of some
controversy recently as it is being redeveloped for housing. It has been
home to a number of eminent Bristol families. This picture shows Douglas
Phipps – of the same family that ran the Phipps stone and paving business
on Two Mile Hill. The picture is taken during the Second World War and Mr
Phipps is shown in uniform, whilst sandbags are stacked outside the bay
window of the house.

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

CALL JOE FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 0117 959 2143
Mob: 07891 253 122

www.alpine-landscaping.co.uk
Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

HELP BRISTOL
WASTE NOTHING
THIS HOLIDAY!
Get tips on how to enjoy a sustainable festive season & find out
when your holiday waste and recycling collection days are.

www.bristolwastecompany.co.uk/festive

Download your calendar to find out your collection dates

In the interest of reducing our impact on the
environment we are encouraging residents to download
calendars online. If you are unable to do so please email
hello@bristolwastecompany.co.uk or call 0117 922 2100.

#WASTENOTHING
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TWO planning applications have
been submitted to Bristol City
Council regarding illuminated
advertising boards at St Philips
Causeway.
The first seeks to duplicate the
existing sign that is located on
the southbound side of the road
on the northbound side.
The second application is to
erect two 6x3-metre signs in the
area; one at the Avonmeads retail
park roundabout and another
further south of the existing sign
on St Philips Causeway.
The applications can be
located and commented on via
the council’s planning website
https://planningonline.
bristol.gov.uk/onlineapplications
The reference numbers are
18/04924/A and 18/05167/A,
respectively. So far, the former
has drawn 94 public comments
(all objections), while the latter
has only drawn 6.
“Another source of intense
light pollution in the form of
this huge LED sign is totally and
absolutely unacceptable,” wrote
local resident Jane Kilpatrick in
her objection.
“We live in the area and
enjoy being near Troopers Hill
Nature Reserve which is a haven
for wildlife in the city with its
greenery and the darkness at
night. The last thing we want
is another LED sign to join
the current one on St Philips
Causeway and spoil the night
time skyline even more!”
Friends of Troopers Hill have
also expressed concerns over the
impact that the signage would
have on the site, in particular
pointing out the fact that the
Hill is a Dark Sky Discovery
Site, meaning that it is “…a good
place to visit for star and planet
watching, relatively protected

15

Residents object to St Philips
Causeway illuminated signage

Illuminated signage seen from Troopers Hill at dusk

from light pollution and with a
good horizon”. The introduction
of the illuminated signage could
reduce this visibility.
“Troopers Hill is in the Avon
Valley conservation area,” said
Susan Acton-Campbell, Chair of
Friends of Troopers Hill.
“The billboards are not in
a conservation area but as the
existing one is clearly impacting
on a conservation area then prior
to permission being given for
more, it should be established

that new ones will not have the
same impact.
“Troopers Hill is an
accredited Dark Sky Discovery
site and one of only three in
Bristol. It would be a shame
that visitors coming to the Hill
to enjoy the opportunity to look
at the stars should have their
experience impacted by light
sources that could be shielded or
not be there at all.”
Commenters have also
highlighted a number of other

issues including spoiling the
view over the city, distractions
to drivers, the environmental
impact of powering the signs
and dangers to people using the
cycle lanes on either side of the
carriageway.
The two applications appear
to be separate to each other
with 18/04924/A having been
submitted by Ocean Outdoor
Ltd and 18/05167/A having
been submitted by Insite Poster
Properties Ltd.

Advertise your
business! This size add £28
from just

St George & Redfield Voice could be
promoting your business

0117 422 7200

philip@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
The existing illuminated signage seen from road
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Proposed Post Office
Bench removed
change in the Galleries
from St George Park
ONE of St George Park’s Edwardian benches, which had been restored
by a member of Friends of St George Park, has been removed by the
city council.
The bench was located alongside the bowling green on the path
leading to the skate park.
Local resident Trevor Ball has restored a number of benches in
the park, including this one, purportedly at his own expense. Despite
this, the council has removed the bench – allegedly as it does not
have a view – and one resident has been told that it will be relocated
elsewhere but has not been told where.
There are now fears for the other bench on the stretch of path, as
it has a similar lack of view. Concerns have also been raised over the
impact that removing benches will have on older people and those
with mobility issues.

THE Post Office is planning to
relocate and create a new branch
in The Galleries in Bristol to
secure its services for customers
for the long term.
The proposal is to move the
Post Office to the WHSmith store
within the same shopping centre,
at 27 The Galleries. The branch
would be run by WHSmith,
with extended opening hours,
including Sundays.
The Post Office in the
Galleries is the last remaining
Crown Post Office in the City and
County of Bristol.
Post Office’s Network and
Sales Director Roger Gale said:
“The vast majority of our 11,500
Post Offices, large and small,
are successfully operated on
a franchise basis with retail
partners. We believe this is
the best approach to keeping
Post Offices in main shopping
locations and at the heart of
communities where they play
an important role in local
economies.”
Under the proposals, the
services at the new branch

would remain the same with the
exception of DVLA Photocard
Driving Licence renewal,
Security Industry Authority
licence application services and
a cash machine. Services will
include everyday banking for the
UK’s high street banks, online
shopping returns and collections
and foreign exchange. The Post
Office would be in a dedicated
area within the WHSmith store,
with eight serving positions.
Mr Gale added: “We believe
our proposal is the most effective
way to secure the long term
viability of Post Office services
for years to come.”
A public consultation on the
proposals has now started and
will run until 5 December 2018.
It is proposed to open the new
branch in March 2019.
View and comments can be
sent to the Post Office via their
website www.postofficeviews.
co.uk or by emailing comments@
postoffice.co.uk Alternatively,
you can write to them at
"FREEPOST your comments".

Council launches housing company

There were two benches along this section of path, now only this one
remains

BRISTOL City Council has formed a new housing company - Goram
Homes Limited - with a mission to accelerate home building across
the city and beyond.
The first schemes to be developed by Goram Homes will be
Romney House in Lockleaze and Baltic Wharf Caravan Club Site.
These will both be joint ventures with development organisations.
Outline planning permission granted in July for the Romney
House site, for up to 268 new homes of which 30% will be affordable.
The Baltic Wharf Caravan Club Site is adjacent to the Baltic Wharf
Sailing Club and the Cottage Inn, and is 2.17 acres. There are no
detailed plans yet for the site. It is not known if the Caravan Club site
will relocate elsewhere in the city.

EMBERS BRISTOL
STOVES / FIREWOOD / BBQs

WINTER
INSTALLATION OFFER
CHARNWOOD C FIVE BLU + HETAS REG.
INSTALLATION FROM £1850*

0117 925 1115

n

WWW.EMBERSBRISTOL.COM
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As seen on Channel 4 Television’s
‘Bang On Budget’
Visit our new Charnwood area now
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Local Planning
Applications
House of Faith, 18 Baden Road
Demolition & reconstruction
of rear single storey addition
to form link access and new
plant room. External alterations
to existing worship hall to
form revised door access, infill
existing door to form window
opening, demolish and form
new single mono pitched roof,
reconstruct existing rear wall
to adjoining Oxford Street
premises and insert new
roof light to existing flat roof.
(18/05196/F)
Temple Trading Estate, Cole
Road
Erection of a structure to
support two 12m wide x 3m
high LED digital displays.
(18/04924/A)
18 Dubbers Lane
Two storey side, part single
storey front extension, with
raised platform and steps to
access the new front door.
(18/05381/H)
Lawrence Hill Bus Depot,
Easton Road
Installation of new compressed
natural gas station (18/05297/F)
73 Gordon Road
Demolish existing side
extension and erect new single

storey side/rear extension.
(18/05118/H)
80 Gordon Road
Erection of a single storey, rear
extension (18/04895/HX)
18 & 20 Jubilee Road
Enlargement of single-storey
rear extensions (18/05269/F)
Avon Meads, St Philips
Causeway
Erection of two internally
illuminated advertising displays.
(18/05167/A)
37 Stanley Park
Proposed 3 bed dwelling house.
(18/04973/F)
88 Whiteway Road
Two storey side extension.
(18/04990/H)
For further information on
any of the above planning
applications, visit www.bristol.
gov.uk/planning-and-buildingregulations/look-at-and-trackplanning-applications using
the reference number quoted
above. Planning applications
across the city can be viewed at
the same website.

Works to start at the
'Chocolate Factory'
BUILDING works will soon
commence on the former
Elizabeth Shaw site in Easton.
Located near the Whitehall
Sports Ground ("Packers") and
beside the Bristol and Bath
Railway Path, the site has lain
derelict and partially demolished
for many years.
The site owners, Generator
South West, have confirmed
that they will soon commence
construction of 140 new homes
comprising 96 apartments
and 44 houses together with
flexible work space, café/
bar and a community hub
alongside commercial, retail and
community space.

Before construction work
commences, near neighbours of
the site will receive a newsletter
from Generator South West.
The newsletter will include
details on what works to expect
in the first weeks and months of
construction, the on-site working
hours, and the contact details of
the selected contractor. There
will also be a Meet the Contractor
drop in event held close to
the site to give local people a
chance to meet the on-site and
development team, and find out
more about the construction
activity to expect over the coming
months.

Got news?
Call Richard On 07716 569447

Will Writing &
Estate Planning

A Will lets you protect your
family’s inheritance and decide
how your assets are shared out –

if you don’t make a Will,
the law says who gets what.

We buy and sell a wide range of baby and children’s
clothes, maternity wear, baby equipment toys and books.
At Born in Bristol we offer for hire a comfy unique
space – The Baby Hub – open to the community
for your group or event.
197 Church Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 9HL
www.borninbristol.uk
0117 329 0530
enquiries@borninbristol.uk

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

We have a Bristol-based team of
trained will writing consultants
who provide a home visiting
service and can take your
instructions in the comfort of your
own home.

Please feel free
to call us during
office hours on
0800 019 4557
or email us at
info@elm-online.
co.uk

Standard single or pair
of mirrored Wills £99
Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Leaves! Get ‘em
while you can
THERE are tonnes of leaves around
at the moment to be had for free,
so pick up and store as many as you
can, they’ll serve you well in the
garden. Choose your time to do
this, a sunny day when the leaves
have dried after rainfall is ideal. You
don’t need anything too fancy or
complicated to keep them in,
a circular pen made of old chicken
wire or mesh will do just fine.
Make it as big as space permits,
choosing your site over soil as this
will invite insect activity and help
start the de-composition process.
If the leaves are exceptionally dry,
a little water at various levels will
be beneficial but winter rain will
wash through of its own accord
and do the job for you. No need for
a cover, but thick, unprinted brown
cardboard will act as a shelter for
those creatures that set up home
in your pile, and if the cardboard
disintegrates simply replace it with
another layer.
Your leaves will probably take
a year depending on conditions
to rot down fully and convert into
leaf mould, but when it does it has
several uses in the garden. You can
spread it over beds to improve soil
structure and help water retention
or as mulch in perennial beds or
vegetable plots. It's also fabulous
in containers due to its water
retaining abilities. But there’s yet
another use: adding them to the
compost heap.
Think of your leaf pile as a cash
point for your compost heap; draw
on it as you need it! Throughout
the winter months the supply
of green waste from the garden
tends to be in short supply and
your leaves can supplement this
to keep your compost bin topped
up. Other household green waste

such as peelings and so on that
normally go in the compost
bin can be supplemented with
your decaying leaves and they’ll
continue to rot down, keep
adding some plain cardboard,
scrunched up newspaper or
even rabbit droppings and their
bedding (assuming their bedding
is something like paper, straw, hay
or wood shavings). As vegetarian
animals, rabbit litter from healthy
rabbits does not pose a significant
health risk (unlike meat-eating
animals like cats and dogs) so it can
be safely added to the compost
heap.
The composting process in your
heap will inevitably slow during
colder winter months but with the
addition of leaves your heap will
continue to process all that’s inside
and very quickly your efforts will be
rewarded with lots of nutrient rich
compost for spreading on the plot.
Some readers may have noticed
that using plastic bags to store
decaying leaves was not suggested
here; whilst this is an alternative
many will possibly agree that the
use of plastic needs to be reduced
wherever possible and using a wire
cage is good alternative. Similarly,
some allotment holder’s will cover
their plots in black plastic sheets
for the winter. This is effective it’s
true to stem weed growth, but
again
it’s using plastic and all the
while the ground underneath is
being starved of vital moisture
and air. Plastic sheets are also
expensive to buy, and eventually
they become brittle, tear easily and
become near useless, in due course
they end up in landfill.
So perhaps our dying leaves
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Composting leaves
have yet another job to do
throughout the winter months.
Drawing from our stockpile spread
about an inch or so of leaves over
any vacant bed that will not be
used for a few months during the
winter. But instead of covering
these with plastic sheeting obtain
some large plain cardboard boxes;
some readers may remember that
we frequently use old bike boxes,
most cycle shops are happy to
give them away for free. Most of
these boxes when opened cover
an area about 10x4ft and are
exceptionally thick and durable.
Like plastic they will need securing
with large stones, bricks or old
planks of wood, but if possible use
wood chips, these alone will hold
down and offer protection to the
cardboard from the weather whilst
at the same time the cardboard
will serve as an effective light
obliterating membrane. The
underlying leaves will encourage
worm activity in the months ahead
and they’ll continue to decompose
together with the cardboard
creating nutrients for the soil which
will retain moisture and allow it to
breathe. In the short term, if wood
chips have been used as a top
dressing very little else will need
to be done, if not regular checks
will be needed to ensure if any

cardboard needs replacing.
At a later date when the bed
is needed for sowing or planting
simply rake up any of the larger
remaining woodchips if you used
them, what’s left of the cardboard
can be removed. Both are useful
additions for the compost heap so
save them, and the leaves? They
will have probably disappeared
into the soil by then, if not let them
stay on the surface, they’ll do no
harm.
Leaves it seems have an
extremely efficient life cycle we
cannot ignore, from sustaining
the tree from which it grows,
absorbing carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere to creating nutrient
rich material for the growth of
other plants. Thank you trees!
If you have any thoughts on the
use of leaves please let us know,
we’ll be delighted to hear from you.
Bristol East
Allotments Association.
Nicholas Lane
St. George
BS5 8TY
Email: beaanews@gmail.com
www.bristoleastallotments.com
or call 0117 932 5852.
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OCTOBER started well with the
Royal Horticultural Society South
West in Bloom awarding Friends
of Troopers Hill an assessment
of ‘Outstanding’ in their It’s
Your Neighbourhood scheme.
This award assesses community
participation, environmental
responsibility and gardening
achievement.
‘Gardening’ in Troopers Hill’s
case looks at how the site is
managed and the work done to
conserve this important area of
acid grassland and heathland.
Some of the conservation
management for Troopers Hill
is done by volunteers. There is
always work to be done and more
volunteers are very much needed.
Emma Britton, presenter of BBC
Radio Bristol’s Breakfast Show
came to give us a helping hand
in October. She did a brilliant
job of editing the recordings
she made on Troopers Hill
and on Wednesday 24 October
broadcast three segments during
her show. She backed these
segments by giving the date of
next conservation work party,
telling people her audience what
a great place Troopers Hill is and
appealing for more volunteers to
come and help. She made it clear
that this is an area with very little
parking so ideally volunteers
would be people who live near
the site and can walk there.
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Troopers Hill, the radio star
As Joni Mitchell sang, “You
don’t know what you’ve got till
it’s gone”.
If you live near Troopers Hill
now and the coming winter is the
best time to help conserve this
beautiful place for wildlife and
people. Now we are outside the
birdnesting season much more
work can be done.
You can still listen to Emma
Britton’s broadcast via the
“Listen Again” option on the BBC
Radio Bristol website bbc.co.uk/
radiobristol – the segments are
21 minutes 45 seconds, 1 hour
23m 5s and 2h 23m 15s.
This month Friends of
Troopers Hill will be meeting
with Bristol City Council Parks
team to agree, in outline,
an updated conservation
management plan. The last five
year management plan has come
to an end and using Heritage
Lottery Fund money it has been
possible to employ an ecological
consultant to review the old plan
and make recommendations
for a plan for the next 10 years.
Bristol City Council’s winter
works on Troopers Hill will be
based on the new conservation
management plan and Friends of
Troopers Hill will use Heritage

Lottery Fund money
for further work to
be carried out by
contractors. Once the
plans are agreed by
Bristol City Council
we will be publicising
guided walks around
the Hill explaining
the management plan
and what needs to be
done to continue to
conserve Troopers
Hill for people and
wildlife.
In principle there
is likely to be little
change to the earlier
plans that cover the
last 15 years, but the
way the Hill is currently split into
12 compartments for different
kinds of management is likely
to become 15. Why not come
to our next conservation work
party for an early preview of the
proposals?

There is a conservation
work party on the 1st
Saturday and 3rd Thursday
of every month, starting
promptly at 10:00am and
finishing at noon. The
volunteers meet by the red
slide on Troopers Hill Field.

Call our friendly team on:

0117 370 1710

Meadowvale volunteers
fighting loneliness
FOUR women have come together to help tackle loneliness in
Speedwell.
Tea and Talk will take place every Thursday at Meadowvale
Community Centre. The aim will be to provide people with a
comfortable environment in which to make friends and chat.
The event is being spearheaded by four volunteers who have
realised that loneliness is damaging is damaging to people’s
lives.
Each of the four has their own reasons for starting the
group. Lynn has recently retired – she now finds it lonely being
on her own all day, and realises that she needs to find a new
group of friends.
Both Linda and Debbie each live on their own and think
that they need to get others like them together. And Jayne is
her husband’s carer and feels it will be good for both of them to
make new friends.
None of the four has transport so having a local venue
which they can walk to is vital and will hopefully make the
event popular with those in a similar situation.
For more information contact Fiona Russel on: firussell@
blueyonder.co.uk

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Quality support and companionship in your own home

Companionship
Support
Personal Care

Choose us to make a difference
to you or your loved ones
every day by calling

Specialist Care

0117 370 1710

Dementia

rightathomeuk.co.uk/bristol

Hospital to Home

or visit

Managed 24/7 Live In Care
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Too little too late

Ruth Pickersgill
writes for St George
and Redfield Voice
IT has been one of those weeks
when I have found myself shouting
at the telly – not a good sign! Two
things particularly got me ranting
and I have been pondering as to
why. Theresa May happily tells us
that austerity is over and OFSTED

Head, Amanda Speilman, tells us
that “for too long, the curriculum
has come second to the pressures
of accountability and performance
tables”. My ranting response to
both was (although said much less
politely): “too little too late!”
Over 3,500 councillors have
recently signed up to the Local
Government Association’s
‘Breaking Point’ campaign, as even
Tory councils are saying that local
government has been starved of
resources (Northamptonshire,
Somerset, Norfolk etc. are in dire
financial straits) and that they can
no longer provide basic services
like adult social care or children’s
social work. Bristol Council under
Labour, has managed to get its
finances in check, but it is not just
the frills that we have had to cut.
The impact of austerity is evident
all over our area: increasing
numbers of people using
foodbanks; many people unable
to find affordable housing forced
to uproot and leave their support
networks and schools; youth and
play services decimated; police

A MUM-TO-BE is launching a new event for
new mums, mothers-to-be and the women
that support them.
Bump ‘n’ Grind is described as a mums’
group with a twist, offering many similarities
to a nightclub including DJs, decorations and
lighting, as well as a pizza kitchen, support
and information and pre-loved clothes and
baby bits for sale.
The event focusses on issues relating
to women and so will not cater for men –
however this may be reconsidered in future
once the event has become more established.
The group is being started by mum-tobe Sinead Portsmouth and her friend Nel.
Sinead says that she came up with the idea
because many mums feel anxious about
joining new groups and because a lot of the
events in Bristol focus on ‘baby talk’.
“There seemed to be nothing out there
that that recognised the changes these women
are going through,” said Sinead, who is
expecting a boy on 6 December.
“How independent and free spirited,
adventurous people have such a huge shock
in lifestyle that often leads to a feeling of lost
identity. This can sometimes lead to deeper
mental health issues and a feeling of ‘not
fitting in’ at lots of groups was common.
“I wanted to do something that recognised
the need for these women to celebrate
themselves and their vitality as well as
provide support for them as mothers.”

unable to respond to anything
other than major incidents; schools
having lost teaching assistants
and special needs support;
enforcement officers stretched
over so many areas they are unable
to be effective.
The Prime Minister can happily
announce the end of austerity,
but I am not convinced she has
any intention of making the level
of investment that will reverse
the damage that the starvation of
resources to local authorities has
caused (independent bodies say
there has been a 49 percent cut in
real terms since 2010). 2.8 million
disabled people are in deep
poverty (50 percent below median
income) and a million older people
are missing out on social care
funding. Interestingly it is cities
like Bristol that have suffered most
– Bristol lost £430 per household,
compared to £78 in Surrey and
£194 in Wiltshire.
As for OFSTED – fine to
suddenly recognise the need for a
broad, enriching curriculum, but
the reason schools have dropped

so many creative subjects and
focussed relentlessly on Maths,
English and Science (apart from
a lack of funding for teachers) is
the way they have been inspected
and the way the data for Leagues
Tables is calculated (e.g. the EBacc
measure does not include a whole
range of subjects like drama, music
or even Religious Education). So
many pupils could excel in these
subjects and they are exactly what
they need to inspire them and
improve their self-esteem and
confidence.
What these two
pronouncements illustrate so
clearly to me, is that people in
power are totally distant from the
reality of what is happening on the
ground. All politicians (including us
councillors) need to listen more to
the daily experiences and suffering
of the most disadvantaged people
in our city BEFORE making policy,
rather than having these sorts of
realisations which are too little and
too late.

Mums to bump ‘n’ grind at
new support group
Bump ‘n’ Grind will take place
at the Red Lion, where Nel is
the manager. It will take place
every week from 7 November at
12 noon to 4:00pm. Entry is £3
and children are welcome and
it will be a chance for people to
make friends in an easy-going
atmosphere.
“Some women take a while
to warm to a situation and some
don't – for the latter the gig room
will provide all that's needed to let
your hair down for as long as you
like,” said Sinead.
“I’ll be trialling the event
monthly as I’ll be a new mum
myself and listening to what's
needed by the people who use it.”
For more information, contact
Sinead on sportsmouth90@gmail.
com
Pictured right: L-R: Red Lion
Manager Nel with Sinead
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n NEWS FROM THE MAYOR

State of the City
On 18th October I made my 'State of the City'
annual address. I enjoy the opportunity to speak
direct to the city and I hope you saw, heard or
read some details of the speech. In preparing
for this, it was worthwhile and rewarding to look
at just how much we have achieved in the two
years since my election.
I talked about how we have turned around
the broken council we inherited, with a £30
million financial hole and a report showing a
‘collective failure of leadership’ to today when
an independent review has concluded we are
now fit for purpose and focussed on delivery.
I also spoke about the way the city is now
pulling together towards key priorities and
working with city partners to deliver a city plan,
city office and city fund that will transform
Bristol beyond party politics and beyond the
electoral cycle.
But, most importantly I was able to reflect
on the major initiatives we have already
delivered on. New schools and increased school

Got news?
The only
thing
missing from
our team is
you.

places, exceeding our housing targets, the
children’s charter, the talent pipeline projects,
improvements to adult social care, the work
we are doing on community cohesion and
community development and on inclusive
growth, so nobody gets left behind by the
success of the city.
On top of all that, I added some detail
to our plans for the development of the
Western Harbour, the housing and mixed use
development of Temple Quarter and the redevelopment of Temple meads station. And, if
that’s not enough, I committed to do more to
solve Bristol’s chronic transport problems that
no administration has ever tackled.
I talked about a new deal we were putting
together with First Bus for a standard fixed fare
for all, across the whole city, bringing equality
to bus travel, along with increased bus services
and the development of a mass transit system.
The latter will be a segregated, new transport
system using infrastructure and tunnels that will

The Mayor’s View
Bristol mayor Marvin Rees
shares his views with
St George and Redfield Voice

transform the way we move around the city.
The speech is available as a transcript on
my blog - www.thebristolmayor.com - or you
can watch a recording at www.youtu.be/
vTvRcKLknzM

Call Richard On 07716 569447

Put your skills to use, learn new ones
and play an active role in your local
community.
Volunteering is easier than you think.
With full support and training, you can
volunteer on a flexible basis.
Give young people the skills they need
to succeed in life and discover how
being part of the Scouting family can
be as rewarding for you as it is for
them.
C all us on 07812 457128 or email
dave@32nd.info

HAVE A HAPPY DAMP
FREE NEW YEAR

Damp! Damp! Damp!

Are you sick of damp in your property?

Speak to the experts at Coping Covers.com.
We can stop damp at source at a fraction of the cost of
Are you sick
of having damp in your home?
other damp treatments.

www.32nd.info
#SkillsForLife

We stop damp at source guaranteed!

Coping Covers for
See our proof on our Facebook
all your damp
and Youtube videos
and roofing
needs
Speak to the experts at Coping Covers

COPING COVERS Visit
FOR
us at ALL YOUR
www.Copingcovers.com
DAMP AND ROOFING NEEDS

Whitehall

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email
info@copingcovers.com
EMAIL:
copingcovers@gmail.com
Call 01172872192 - Mob 07974242989
CALL: 0117 2872192 - MOB: 07974 242989
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n WHAT’S ON IN OUR AREA
Saturday 3 November
n Friends of Troopers Hill
conservation work party, 10.00am
- 12noon. Meet at the entrance to
the Hill from Troopers Hill Field,
near the slide.
Friday 9 November
n Over 55's Sing Along with the
Golden Oldies. 12noon to 1.00pm,
Beehive Centre. £3
Saturday 10 November
n Gardening Session, 10.00am
to 12noon, St George Park
Community Garden. All ages
welcome - bring your enthusiasm
and waterproofs - children must be
supervised by their adult
n Autumn Fayre, St Ambrose and
St Leonard Church
Sunday 11 November
n Crofts End Silver Band: Warmley
Remembrance Day Service,
11.00am, Warmley Community
Centre
n Crofts End Silver Band: Siston
100th Anniversary Beacon Lighting
Ceremony, 7:00pm, Warmley
Community Centre
Wednesday 14 November
n St George Strollers: Old Market
To Redfield. Meet: Old Market
Island Bus Stop (West Bound)
10.30am.
Thursday 15 November
n Friends of Troopers Hill
conservation work party, 10.00am
to 12noon. Meet at the entrance
to the Hill from Troopers Hill Field,
near the slide.
Saturday 17 November
n Christmas Fair, St Aidan's Church,
11.00am to 2.00pm
Thursday 22 November
n Avon Organic Group: Talk: A
Healthy Garden Needs Diversity
with Maggi Brown, Lecturer
and Former Head of Education
at Garden Organic. 7.00pm to
9.00pm, at The Station (in the
Dance Studio), Silver Street Visitors
£5 / AOG Members £2. Contact:
secretaryaog@gmail.com
Saturday 24 November
n Christmas Bazaar and Craft
Fayre, All Saints Church, 12noon to
3.00pm
n Crofts End Silver Band: Reg Hall
Memorial Concert, 7.00pm Hanham
Tabernacle
Sunday 25 November
n Winter Fair, Beehive Centre
(Stretford Road), 11.30am to
2.00pm
Thursday 29 November
n St George Strollers: Southmead

We would love to publicise your event
We would love to publicise your event. Simply complete the online form at
www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/submitevent
to Westbury-on-Trym. Meet:
Croydon Street Bus Stop Lawrence
Hill 10.05am.
Tuesday 4 December
n Band Night - Bristol East and
Kingswood Brass Band. 7.00pm
for 7.30pm start, St Aidan's Fir Tree
Lane. Info at www.staidansbristol.
co.uk

REGULAR EVENTS
Monday
n 55+ Wellbeing Group, 11.00am
to 1.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n IT Support and Advice, 10.30am
to 12.30pm, St George Library
n Baby Bounce and Rhyme,
10.15am, St George Library
n ESOL – Learning Direct 9:30am–
11.30am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre. Please call to find
out when the next course starts,
tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Clinic, 1.00pm–2.30pm,
Cossham Hospital seminar room
n Messy play, 1.30pm–3.00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Easton Community
Centre, 6.30pm–7.30pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n Bristol Community Friendship
Club, lunchtime cuppa and roll:
every first Monday of the month
12 noon–2.00pm at St Annes
Boardmills Club on Avondale Road.
Everyone welcome, make new
friends. Visit the Bristol Community
Friendship Club Facebook page
and ask to join or telephone Gill on
0117 902 5779
Tuesday
n Walking Group, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Lunch Club, 12.30pm to 2.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Film Club, 1.45pm, Beehive
Centre
n Arts & Crafts, 10.30am to 1.00pm,
Saffron Gardens, Prospect Place,
0117 935 4471
n Messy play, 1:30pm–3:00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Stay and play, 9.30am–11.00am,
St Aidan’s Church Hall
n Baby Clinic, 10.00am–12noon, St
George Health Centre
n ESOL Conversation Club,
1.30am–2.30pm, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
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0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Gracie Barra School
BS5 9JU 6.30pm–8.00pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n First Tuesday of the month.
Monthly social lunchtime meet up
for disabled people at the Farmhouse Pub, Wellington Road, Yate,
BS37 5UY. Open and friendly group,
meets first Tuesday of month
12noon -2pm. Part of WECIL's peer
support community - www.wecil.
co.uk.
n WECIL monthly social meet up:
second Tuesday of the month, social meet up for disabled people at
the Old Post Office pub, Fishponds
Road. Open and friendly group
meets 6.00–7.30pm. Part of WECIL's
peer support community – www.
wecil.co.uk contact: 0117 947 9942
or email peersupport@wecil.co.uk
n Orchard Choir: 7:00pm–8.30pm
at the Orchard Coffee and Co.,
Cherry Orchard Lane
Wednesday
n Holistic Massage, 10.00am to
12noon, Beehive Centre
n Tai Chi, Beginners 10.30–
11.30am, advanced 11.30am–
12.30pm Beehive Centre
n Art & Craft Class, 1.30pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Keep Fit, 2.00pm to 3.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Easton Food Assembly, 12.30pm
to 7.00pm, collect orders from
Easton Community Centre, info
eastonfoodassembly@gmail.com
n Nurturing programme and
parenting puzzle. Please call to
book, 9.30am–11.30am, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Under 1’s social group, 1.30pm–
3.00pm, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Monthly lunch club for senior
citizens at Crofts End Church. To
book a place call 0117 9513520.
n Hanham Photographic Society
7.30-9.30pm at Hanham Methodist
Church. New members welcome,
visit hanhamphoto.org.uk for more
information.
n Wicketz: 4.00pm to 6.00pm,
behind Wellspring Healthy Living
Centre. Free fitness and cricket
sessions for girls and boys aged
6+. The sessions run at The Cage
(behind Wellspring Healthy Living
Centre). For more info contact
Crispin on: 07398 211596 or email:
crispin.shingler@gloscc.co.uk

Thursday
n Community Café, 9.00am to
1.30pm, Beehive Centre
n Over 55 Ballroom Dance,
12.30pm to 1.30pm, Beehive Centre
n Canoeing, Kayaking, Rowing and
Sailing for the over 55s. 10.00am
to 12noon. Baltic Wharf. Info 0117
935 4471
n Coffee Morning, 10.00am to
12noon, St Aidan’s Church, Fir Tree
Lane. Info 0117 960 6592
n Pre-School Children’s Story Time,
10.15am to 10.45am, St George
Library
n Childminders’ group, 9.15am–
10.45am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Growing together, 9.30am–
11.30am, Speedwell Allotments
n Rock-a-bye, 9.30am – 10.30am,
please call 07952 064702 to book,
Community Hub, Hillfields.
n Stories Songs and Rhymes,
1.00pm–2.00pm, Speedwell
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Post natal group. Call to book,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Massage, 1.30pm – 2.30pm,
please call to book, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n ParkWork: Between 10.00am
and 12.30pm. 1st Thursday: Other
spaces (Meadow Vale), 2nd: St
George Park, 3rd: Troopers hill,
4th: Dundridge, 5th: Other spaces
(Meadow Vale). Contact Joe
Mckenna on: 07469 400689 or joe.
mckenna@bristol.gov.uk
n Capoeira: kids class 5.15pm–
6.15pm, adults class from 6.30pm–
8.00pm at Gracie Barra school BS5
9JU, call Rad on 07734 469251 or
Lise on 07590 408705
n The Green Mingle is an
informal monthly networking
event for people interested in an
environmentally sustainable Bristol.
The Mingle runs from 5.30pm–
7.30pm on the first Thursday of the
month at The Station Kitchen in
Broadmead
n Friends of Troopers Hill work
party, 10.00am–12 noon, every
third Thursday of the month. Volunteers meet by the red slide on
Troopers Hill field.
n WECIL informal and social creative challenge arts session for disabled people at Trinity Arts Centre,
Trinity Rd, Old Market. Open and
friendly group, meets last Thursday
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n NEWS
of month 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Part
of WECIL's peer support community
– www.wecil.co.uk.
n Orchard Community Choir:
7.00pm–8.30pm at the Orchard
Coffee & Co, Clouds Hill Road. For
more information contact Renee
on: orchardchoir@gmail.com
Friday
n Line Dancing, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Bingo, 1.30pm to 3.30pm,

Beehive Centre
n Stay and play, 9:00am – 11:00am,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
Saturday
n Capoeira: 10.30am–12.00 noon,
Gracie Barra school BS5 9BH, call
Rad on 07734 469251 or Lise on
07590 408705
n St George wards councillor
surgeries, first Saturday of every
month, 11.30am–12.30pm at St
George library
n Chess club, 3.00pm–5.00pm at St

George Library; all welcome
n Plant Sale: St. Aidan's Allotments,
Nicholas Lane, St. George, BS5 8TY.
Locally grown veg plants every
Saturday and Sunday 9.00am to
12.30pm. Further details tel: 0117932-5852.
Sunday
n Plant Sale: St. Aidan's Allotments,
Nicholas Lane, St. George, BS5 8TY.
Locally grown veg plants every
Saturday and Sunday 9.00am to
12.30pm. Further details tel: 0117932-5852.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
From as little as £15.75 per month
Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
or call 0117 422 7200
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

www.theaerialman.co.uk

• Digital Aerials • Fully Guaranteed
• Repairs • Satellites • Free Quotes
• OAP Discount • Additional TV Points
• Humax Recorders
Affordable Prices - Reliable Service

0117 967 9028

CARPET CLEANING

Professional

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic & Commercial

Carpets cleaned from £15
Rugs cleaned
from £10
House/Flat cleaned from £90

Stain Removal Trained
Scotch Guard Protection
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Specialists in Carpet & Hard Floor Cleaning
6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE

Call Nick on 07812 730346 www.acarpet.cleaning

Beehive Centre is at 19a Stretford
Road (next to St Ambrose
Church) information on activities
at the Beehive Centre is available
at www.thebeehivebristol.co.uk
or tel 0117 935 4471.

PLUMBING

LOCAL SERVICES

AERIAL SERVICES

n Singing for the Soul, at St
George Community Centre,
every 2nd Sunday of the month
10:00am–12.30pm. Unwind with
harmony singing. Email: werelostinmusic@gmail.com or check out
the Facebook page – https://www.
facebook.com/Soulsing

Taps, Washers
Toilets, Cisterns
Leaks, Blockages
Tanks, Overflows
Lead Pipes, Stopcocks….etc…
OAP DISCOUNTS and NO VAT

0117

957 5092

PLUMBING

RElectrical
A Moon
Services
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial
Installation - Testing - Maintenance

Local friendly service with over 30 yrs experience

Rewires Consumer Units Extra Points
Electrical Installation Condition Reports
Fault Finding
Call Bob for free advice and estimates

0117 3690000 07940 247514
www.ramoonelectricalservices.co.uk
Email: ramoon@blueyonder.co.uk

PLASTERING

SBS PLASTERING
City and Guilds Qualified

Affordable | Reliable | Professional
Free Quotations

Tel: 07900 551199

email: sbsplastering@aol.co.uk
www.sbsplastering.com

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

From local advertising to city-wide
campaigns, we
help people in St
George and Redfield to:

Make your business
a success
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From local advertising to city-wide
campaigns, we help people in St
George and Redfield to:

Contact:
0117 422 7200
office@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

• Gain new customers
• Get the edge on
competitors
• Increase sales

