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Hope 2018 comes to St George

In your free
local monthly
newspaper:
Easton Councillor
accidentally arrested

AVON and Somerset Police
and the region’s Police and
Crime Commissioner are
set to apologise to Easton
Councillor Afzal Shah after he
was mistakenly arrested.
Turn to page 3

Get involved in the air
pollution revolution
Senior citizens enjoy an afternoon tea at Croft’s End Church as part of Hope Bristol 2018
ST GEORGE saw four days of
free fun come to the area through
Hope Bristol 2018, which took
place between 4–7 April.
It was part of a larger citywide project in partnership with
Bristol charity The Noise, which
brought local churches together
with teenaged volunteers from
across the country to serve their
local communities.
Young people from Bristol
and beyond were involved in
painting the toilets at St George
Community Centre, painting
the gates and clearing up the
grounds of the newly refurbished
Meadow Vale Community
Centre, and removing disused
raised planter beds at the

Strawberry Lane Community
garden.
Local Projects Co-ordinator,
Andrew Yelland said: “It was
a real privilege to join with
so many young people who
were willing to give so much to
our community. Locals really
benefitted from all the work that
that was done.”
In addition, volunteers from
churches in St George also ran
other free events throughout the
four days with something for
every age group. Events included
a family movie matinee, an
afternoon tea for senior citizens,
a youth cafe and a family fun day
in St George Park.
The rain stopped just in time

for the opening of the fun day,
enticing an estimated 400 people
to enjoy activities including
bouncy castles, a climbing wall,
face painting, crafts, a five-a-side
football tournament, as well as
live music and giveaways.
Fun Day Co-ordinator,
Lynn Davis said: “We were
overjoyed to see so many
people participating and seeing
everyone smiling and having
such a great time.”
Following on from Hope
2018, Crofts End Church has
begun a monthly Tuesday lunch
club for senior citizens and those
who are on their own. For more
information please call: 0117
9513520.

LOCAL action group St
George Breathing Better is
looking for new members to
help it understand and tackle
the issue of pollution in the
area.
Turn to page 9

Toilets for St George
Park?

We’ve collected your
thoughts on whether there
should be toilets at St George
Park.
Turn to page 12

Whitehall Primary
School Expands

WHITEHALL Primary School
is celebrating the completion
of its £6 million expansion
project, which will enable it to
take in more pupils.
Turn to page 20

Need an Electrician ?

-Free Quotes

-Inspection and Testing

Full Electrical Test with NICEIC Certificate from £95

-New builds and Extensions

Consumer Unit Change with Certificate from £270

-Extra Sockets and Lights
-Fire Alarm, Smoke Detectors
-Anything Electrical we can do !!!

www.ElderwoodElectrical.com

Elderwood Electrical

Electrical Installation, Maintenance and Testing

Office:- 0117 9322379 Mobile:- 07725 058581
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Making a difference in the community
APRIL started with the fantastic
Hope Bristol 2018. Many people
this month will have enjoyed
the events that were put on and
benefitted from the work done by
young people from churches across
the city – all working to help make
a difference in their community.
We’ve also enjoyed the first
warm spell of the year, with
temperatures at this year’s London
Marathon reaching a record high of
23.2°C – leaving it hard to imagine

that just last month St George and
Redfield were covered in snow!
In our April edition we asked
our readers what thought about
the lack of toilets for St George
Park. In this edition we publish a
sample of some of the comments
we received. Thank you to those
that took the time and effort to
share your thoughts. We welcome
your comments on this issue, or
anything else affecting the St
George and Redfield areas.

Sadly, the end of this month
has been overshadowed by the
accidental arrest of Easton Ward
Councillor Afzal Shah at Trinity
Road Police Station. The incident
has made the national press and
while the police have claimed that
it was a case of mistaken identity
by a member of the public and
apologised, it has left some asking
whether there is still a racial bias
in the way our institutions treat
people.

£75

stgeorge&redfieldvoice
www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

ADVERTISING

sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
Tel 0117 422 7200

E D I TO R I A L

news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
Tel 07716 569447 or 0117 422 7200
Letters to the publication can be sent to
office@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk or by
post to Letters, St George & Redfield Voice,
Easton Business Centre, Felix Road, Bristol
BS5 0HE.
We reserve the right to edit letters.

JUNE DEADLINE

June edition deadline is May 21. We
encourage early submission.

Follow us on Twitter
@SGRVoice

Find us on Facebook
SGRVoice

Advertising

Editorial

Philip Bird

Richard Foote

0117 422 7200

07716 569447

LOC AL INFORMATION

PUBLISHER ’S NOTE

Bristol City Council
www.bristol.gov.uk
Tel 0117 922 2000

St George and Redfield Voice is published by East Bristol News
Limited of Easton Business Centre, Felix Road, Bristol BS5 0HE.

Police
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
General Enquiries Tel 101
Emergency Tel 999
Fire
www.avonfire.gov.uk
General Enquiries Tel 0117 926 2061
Emergency Tel 999
NHS
www.nhs.uk
Non emergency Tel 111
Emergency Tel 999

St George and Redfield Voice is an independent publication. We
cannot take responsibility for content or accuracy of adverts, and
it is advertisers’ responsibility to confirm all relevant legislation.
We strive to conform to the NUJ Code of Conduct for journalists:
nuj.org.uk/about/nuj-code Feedback is welcomed: call editor
Richard Foote on 07716 569 447 or email
richard@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
St George and Redfield Voice is distributed monthly within our
distribution area, and is also available from local pick up points.
Feedback on content and distribution is welcome – please call
0117 422 7200 or email
office@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

A member of the

Part of the

Need more space?
You’ve already got it -

Maximise the potential
under your own roof!

FOR ONLY

£299
YOU GET

• 53 square feet (5 sq m) of usable
floor area • A fully fitted deluxe
smooth glide aluminium loft ladder
• professional installation, inclusive
of all cost

ATTIC ALERT

Call Jeff on 0785 6065463
Visit our website at www.atticalertservices.co.uk
or e-mail atticalertservices@yahoo.co.uk
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Redfest fundraising
Easton councillor
arrested following case for 10th anniversary
of mistaken identity
park return
AVON and Somerset Police and the region’s Police and Crime
Commissioner have apologised to Easton Councillor Afzal Shah after
he was mistakenly arrested.
Councillor Shah had gone to Trinity Road Police Station to report
a crime, only to find himself put under arrest following a case of
mistaken identity.
According to police, another person at the station who was
reporting an incident in which threats of violence were made visually
identified Councillor Shah as one of the
people involved in the incident.
Officers subsequently arrested him
and put him in the back of a patrol car
– despite him explaining that he was
in council meetings at the time of the
alleged offence.
He was de-arrested 45 minutes later
when police realised their mistake. Chief
Constable Andy Marsh and Police and
Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens
have both said that they would like to
meet him in order to apologise.
Councillor Shah is a member of the
region’s Police and Crime Panel. He has
said that he is now considering taking
legal advice.

Dog Wash & Grooming Salon
Prices start from £28 for a Full Groom

BS5’s biggest cultural event,
Redfest, is continuing to raise
money in a bid see the event
return to the park for its 10th
anniversary.
The festival, which became a
Community Interest Company
last year, has set up an online
appeal to raise £10,000 and the
first £250 of donations received
will be matched by Localgiving.
The appeal can be found here:
www. localgiving.org/appeal/
redfest18/
Redfest will also feature in

the Tesco Bags Of Help appeal in
local stores from until 30 June.
Customers can choose which of
three local projects they feel that
the scheme’s funding should go
to, with Redfest being one of the
options.
The festival organisers have
also announced that they are
looking for volunteers to join the
team. You can find information
on the opportunities available
here: www.redfestbristol.co.uk/
redfest-is-recruiting/

White Hart to be
demolished
THE White Hart on Whitehall Road is likely to be demolished to
make way for 14 affordable homes.
The developer Clayewater Homes had originally applied to
build 13 houses and retain parts of the original Victorian pub.
“On carrying out further detailed structural surveys, the
building could not be retained however and a further planning
application was necessary to agree this change,” explained a
representative of planning consultant Pegasus Group.
“As a result, a further home can be provided and this
planning application is expected to be determined shortly
following completion of a revised legal agreement with the
council.”
Once built, the 14 homes will be taken on by housing
association Curo Group as affordable rental properties.
The development has drawn some objections – mainly
over the loss of the pub and the design and small size of the
properties.

WOOF WASH & GROOM
290-292 Whitehall Road
Bristol BS5 7BG

Tel: 0117 9392734
Facebook: @woofwashgroom
Our Opening Hours are:
Monday to Friday: 9am to 7pm
Saturday: 9am to 6pm
Sunday: 10am to 4pm

SELF SERVE DOG WASH AVAILABLE

Call us now to make an appointment
for your Pooch to be Pampered!
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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CLF Rugby coaching stars of the future

CABOT Learning Federation is
celebrating after yet another one
of its students looks set to enjoy a
successful rugby career.
If his current rate of
progression is anything to go
by, Post 16 Cabot Learning
Federation (CLF) rugby player
Tomi Adegbite, 18, certainly
looks destined for a potential top
flight career in rugby.
Playing in the back row,
Tomi only started playing rugby
at the age of 14 but has already
appeared for Bristol Under
18’s and Bristol United, after
being identified by the club and
working in their Academy. The
CLF has presented Tomi with a
Bristol Rugby shirt to celebrate
his achievements.
The Cabot Learning
Federation Rugby Team has a
track record of supplying players
to top flight clubs. In addition to
Tomi; Sam Tiley, Dan Thurston
and Nathan Chamberlain have
all played for Bristol United this

season. Nathan Chamberlain
has also recently represented
Scotland Under 18s. All are
recent CLF students.
At the pinnacle of their
careers are, Ellis Genge who
plays for Leicester Tigers and
England and Mitch Eddie who
plays for Northampton Saints,
they both attended John Cabot
Academy.
Matt Leek, Head Coach of
the CLF Rugby team said: “It
makes me massively proud that
these boys have gone on to play
rugby at a higher level and shows
what talent we have here in East
Bristol. I have a huge amount
of support from Matt Sheppard,
CLF and Gary Townsend from
Bristol Rugby Club and would
like to thank them for that.
“The aim of the CLF rugby
team is to improve rugby
participation in the local
Combination and I believe we are
helping achieve this in a major
way by working with the likes of

Matt Leek (left) and Tomi Adegbite (right)
Bristol Rugby and the local clubs.
“The next generation of boys
and girls in the CLF Rugby

squads are working really hard
and achieving representative
success too.”

New community café to end loneliness
A LOCAL campaign group that
is aiming to end loneliness in the
community is raising money in
order to open a new community
café.
Bristol Community
Friendship Club (BCFC) has
launched a new Facebook selling
site called BS5 Bargain Buys in
order to raise money for the café.
Gillian Flower, founder
of BCFC, explained that the
community café is an evolution
of a community-run wellbeing

centre that she envisioned
during an interview with the St
George & Redfield Voice back in
January.
“I realised that I needed to
give people a reason to come into
our building. So our building
has now turned into a café,”
explained Gillian.
“My vision is for the café to
be bought by the community for
the community with love support
and friendship at the top of the
menu!”

She explained that a
community café was good way
for people to turn up and enjoy
a coffee and a cake with others,
without having to worry about
being labelled as lonely.
“What I need now is for the
public to give me donations to
sell on my new Facebook selling
site or to sell at car boots sales,”
explained Gillian.
“I have raised £8,000 so far!”
Bristol Community
Friendship Club aims to end

loneliness in the community by
extending the hand of friendship
to those that feel isolated.
The group’s selling site can
be found at: www.facebook.com/
groups/900663150106957
If you would like to donate
to or join Bristol Community
Friendship Club, then visit the
group’s Facebook page or you
can contact Gill Flower on 0117
9025779.

Made In Bristol
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Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

MODLOK BI‐FOLD DOORS
Made to measure
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One-way system, parking restrictions and
road humps near Whitehall Primary School
IN the November 2017
edition of St George &
Redfield Voice, and on www.
stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk,
we reported on a Bristol City
Council formal consultation
regarding revised parking

restrictions, introduction of a one
way element to part of Johnsons
Lane and changes to road humps
near Whitehall Primary School
and The Limes Children's Centre.
Proposals included:
- Revised waiting restrictions,

parking provisions and school
keep clear markings in the
Johnsons Road/Johnsons Lane
area
- One way (except cycles) on
Johnsons Lane, westbound
between Woodcroft Avenue and
Johnsons Road
- Flat top road humps on
Johnsons Lane, Prospect
Place and Westminster Road
(to replace existing speed
cushions on Prospect Place and
Westminster Road)
The council has confirmed

that all of their proposals will be
implemented.
The council received five
objections to their proposals.
The objections related to various
elements of the proposals and the
objectors also supported various
elements of the proposals.
The final timetable for
implementing the changes is not
yet confirmed, but the Council
advise that they hope to have the
work completed by the end of
August.

BS5 Market closes

COMPOSITE DOORS
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THE organisers of the BS5 Market have announced that will
be no markets during 2018.
In a statement on the market’s Facebook page they
said that the decision had been taken due to “personal
commitments” and an “additional layer of complication” that
had been created due to council cuts.
The message stops short of saying that the market has
been scrapped altogether, saying at the end of the message:
“We may return in another guise in the future, so keep your
eyes peeled for us.”
The BS5 Market was launched in 2016 by local residents
Holly Chalmers and Rachel Latham and was held in St
George Park. It was in high demand amongst traders and was
awarded ‘highly commended’ at the Crumbs Food Awards.

We're online too!
Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Education Secretary makes flying visit
to Bristol Brunel Academy
THE Secretary of State for
Education the Rt Hon Damian
Hinds MP and Prince’s Trust
CEO, Nick Stace visited Bristol
Brunel Academy on the 10th
April. The visit was hosted
by Jon Jones, Bristol Brunel
Academy Principal, Steve Taylor
CEO of the Cabot Learning
Federation (CLF) and Professor
Jane Harrington, Deputy
Vice Chancellor and Provost
University of the West of
England and Chair of CLF Board.
Damian and Nick were
keen to see how the Prince’s
Trust projects work with young
people in schools as well as
visiting a thriving academy
working collaboratively as
part of a Multi Academy
Trust. They visited a Year 10
lesson where students were
completing a STEM (Science,

Pic left to right: Jon Jones Principal Bristol Brunel, Kai Salandy, Derek
Fulgence, Damian Hinds MP and Matt Leek CLF Rugby Head Coach
Technology, Engeineering and
Mathematics) activity designing
and constructing a self-propelled
model car. The lesson was
delivered by Rebecca Owen,
Associate Assistant Principal and

Blue Sky
CAFE

150 CHURCH ROAD, REDFIELD

set up by the Prince’s Trust.
Following the lesson Damian
and Nick asked students about
their work with the Prince’s Trust
and the other activities they have
been involved in. The students

also got involved in a question
and answer session with Damian
about the life of an MP and the
role of the Secretary of State for
Education.
The afternoon ended with
a tour of the academy before
Damian was presented with
a CLF Rugby shirt and rugby
ball by Year 10 students Derek
Fulgence and Kai Salandy.
Jon Jones, Principal
said: “This was an inspiring
opportunity for our students to
meet the Secretary of State for
Education and the CEO of the
Prince’s Trust and I would like
to thank them for giving up their
time in their busy schedules.
It fills me with pride that the
Academy is being recognised
for the excellence we strive for
and the high standards we are
achieving for our students”

Fabric & Leather

Upholstery Cleaning
FABRIC
Dining Chair
Armchair
2 Seater
3 Seater
3 Piece Suite

LEATHER
£5
Dining Chair
£30
Armchair
£40
2 Seater
£45
3 Seater
£85
3 Piece Suite
FULLY CERTIFIED AND TRAINED

£10
£40
£50
£60
£95

Call Alison on 07535 445835 www.acarpet.cleaning

Professional

Your local coffee shop that
offers you full
English breakfasts,
a wide range of hot and
cold drinks
We offer omelettes, jackets,
paninis, hot & cold salad

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic & Commercial

Carpets cleaned
from £15
Stain Removal Trained
Rugs cleaned
from £10
Scotch Guard Protection
House/Flat cleaned from £90
100% Satisfaction Guarantee
Specialists in Carpet & Hard Floor Cleaning
6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE

Call Nick on 07812 730346 www.acarpet.cleaning

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

Servicing Bristol
for over 3 decades

Bristol’s Largest
Indoor Window and
Doors Showroom

Family owned
and run

For Stunning Contemporary Windows and Doors
Visit Crystal Clear

VISIT OUR IMPRESSIVE INDOOR SHOWROOM
To find out more, please call us on:

01454 837 466

or visit www.crystalclearbristol.co.uk
www.facebook.com/crystalclearbristol

24 Emery Road, Brislington, Bristol BS4 5PF
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Get involved in the air pollution revolution
LOCAL action group St George
Breathing Better is looking
for new members to help it
understand and tackle the
issue of pollution in the area.
The group has met twice so
far and is keen to have as
many people involved as
possible. The meetings have
been discussion-based so
that members can talk about
what they understand the
problem(s) to be and come up
with ideas on what action to
take.
The next meeting will be on
Sunday 20th May at 7.30pm at
St George Community Centre.
The next meeting will
see the group agree a ‘mini
manifesto’. This will help to
formalise what it is about and
what it is aiming to do. Once
this is complete, the group can
begin taking action to achieve
these aims.
So far the group has
discussed issues ranging from
awareness raising, public
transport/commuter traffic,

beautiful/creative ways to
inform, pollution levels inside
a car, linking St George to
the city wide plan with an
initial focus on ensuring that
the clean air/low emission
zone benefits our area, what
members know about air
pollution, engaging with
decision makers/politicians,
monitoring/real time
monitoring, traffic flow around
schools!
One of the group’s
founders, Jo Chesterman
explained: “There is not one
solution to air pollution in
our area for sure, and not one
action will see the changes take
place which are needed – but
the range of health problems
which are proven to be caused
by air pollution mean that we
have to come together to really
get this on the backfoot.
“Please join the Facebook
page ‘St George Breathing
Better’, come to the meetings
and do what you can.”

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Heavy rush hour traffic outside of Summerhill Infant School

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n TROOPERS HILL
A Wildlife Web
THE Purse Web spider, Atypus
affinis, has been recorded for the
first time on Troopers Hill. The
identification was thanks to one of
our volunteers, a local resident who
is studying at the University of West
of England (UWE). She had recently
completed a study of spiders and
found a juvenile spider on her
jumper as she walked through
Troopers Hill. She had it classified,
has recorded it with the Bristol
Regional Environmental Recording
Centre and passed on the news
to us.
This particular spider has
suffered a drop in population

Young purse web spider, Shelley
McManmon

nationally, Troopers Hill provides its
ideal habitat. It likes to burrow into
loose soil under young heather,
leaving most of its tubular web
underground and disguising
the web that is above ground
by scattering loose soil over it.
These spiders take four years to
reach sexual maturity and may
live as long as eight years. They
eat beetles, bees, earwigs and
woodlice. In turn it is prey for the
nationally scarce spider hunting
wasp, Aporus unicolor, which uses
it as a host for its larvae, which eat
the paralysed spider. This wasp was
found on Troopers Hill in surveys
carried out by David Gibbs in 2006
and 2007.
Quoting from the Spider
and Harvestman Recording
Scheme website: “The spider is
vulnerable... without management
to control scrub [it] will disappear”.
Controlling scrub is exactly what
Friends of Troopers volunteers do
at their monthly work parties; more
volunteers are always needed and
very welcome. Details of how to do
so are at the end of this article.
Moving on from a creature
that may be declining to one that
seems to making a recovery at the
Dawn Chorus Walk, last month,

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Greenfinch, Lee Gardiner
we heard the wheezy tones of
the greenfinch. Ed Drewitt, the
guide for the event, explained
that a particularly nasty disease,
Trichomonosis, that affects the
birds’ ability to swallow food, had
been killing them. However this
year they seem to be making a
comeback.
Ed gave some good advice on
how to continue to help with this
recovery. If you find a dead bird
near your bird feeders please stop
putting out food for at least three
weeks and clean out all your bird
feeders and tables. This will help

control the spread of disease.
We hope you enjoy this
photo of a very healthy looking
greenfinch, feeding in Crews Hole
not far from Troopers Hill. The
photo was taken by Lee Gardiner
who you can follow on Twitter as @
wildwood_photos.
There is a Friends of Troopers
Hill conservation work party on
the 1st Saturday and 3rd Thursday
of every month, starting promptly
at 10:00am and finishing at noon.
Meet the volunteers at the red slide
on Troopers Hill Field.

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Nursery school makes new
friends at care home
A ST George care home has been
welcoming visits from nursery
school children in order to
improve wellbeing for residents
and visitors alike.
St Georges' Care Home on
Kenn Road has been hosting
visits from children at Tiny Steps
nursery for several months.
Caring Homes, the company
that runs the St George’s
Care Home, is now actively
encouraging visits from toddler
groups, schools and youth
groups.
St Georges' Care Home
offers specialist nursing care
including trial stays, short stay
and convalescent care for up
to 67 people. According to the
company, there is growing
evidence that building these
unlikely friendships increases
residents' sense of worth and
wellbeing by sharing their
life experiences with young

people and it is helping local
primary school children better
understand the older generation.
The focus of the visits is to
bring together the different
generations to bond, socialise
and enjoy each other’s company
over structured, mutually
beneficial activities.
“The reason we feel it is good
for the children is because sadly
a lot of children do not have
contact with grandparents and
great grandparents,” explained a
representative of Tiny Steps Day
Nursery.
“It is lovely to show them
different aspects of the
community, and to show care
and respect for all people”
During last week’s visit
residents and children played
picture bingo and then made
‘plate’ fish during an arts and
crafts session.
In the UK and Australia

Balloon
hunt
returns

studies have shown that activities
that include children and older
adults in a care facility can
increase self-esteem and promote
friendships. In Japan, shared
play activities have been found to
result in greater smiles and more
conversation for elders.

FRIENDS of Air Balloon
School are organising a hot
air balloon hunt around
St George. This is the
second time the event will
takes place following the
popularity of last year’s
competition. This year
there will be 30 balloons to
find, all of which will be on
display in local businesses
and organisations. The
event is completely free
and open to everyone to
take part in. Trail maps
will be available from
the school, businesses
displaying the balloons or
can be downloaded from
the school website nearer
the time: www.abhps.com

Call our friendly team on:

0117 370 1710
GAS, HEATING & PLUMBING
We offer you the highest quality workmanship and
services for:

n Boiler replacements
n Boiler servicing & repairs
n Central heating installations
n Gas safety inspections
n Landlord safety certificates
n Powerflushing

Warm Glow Heating Ltd
for Gas Heating and Plumbing
33 Marling Rd, St George, Bristol BS5 7LN
Tel 0117 955 1230 / 07780 503778
tony@warmglowheating.com
www.warmglowheating.com

Quality support and companionship in your own home

Companionship
Support
Personal Care

Choose us to make a difference
to you or your loved ones
every day by calling

Specialist Care

0117 370 1710

Dementia

rightathomeuk.co.uk/bristol

Hospital to Home

or visit

Managed 24/7 Live In Care
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IN our April edition we asked for feedback on whether or
not our readers thought there should be public toilets for
St George Park. We received a wealth of responses through
our Facebook account, via email and by post. The comments
were overwhelming in stating the need for public toilets for St
George Park (although not necessarily the re-opening of the
closed facilities).
Here we reproduce some of the comments we have
received. It is clear that this issue is very important to local
residents.
The Friends of St George Park Group (FofStGP) are very unhappy
and concerned about the removal of the toilets from the park.
The park is very popular and gets very busy, winter and summer
alike. It is a green haven for city dwellers. Despite fears being raised
about the serious implications with Bristol City Council through
their consultation they went ahead and closed the toilet. Their
argument was that local traders, bars and so forth would be able to
provide facilities through the Community Toilet scheme. This has
not happened, and is of no surprise to locals as there is nowhere
suitable in the vicinity. In fact, it had always been an issue for park
users prior to the removal of the toilet that there were insufficient
facilities for the numbers using the park even then.
Furthermore, those with certain health issues find that they are
now unable to use the park because of the lack of facilities.
So as a result of this there is evidence around the park that visitors
are using the bushes and any other space to relieve themselves. This
is totally unacceptable and clearly a health hazard – there are serious
worries about the beautiful park turning into a smelly swamp.
It is clear that this decision was not thought through thoroughly
and the obvious implications were ignored.
As we approach the summer and the increasing crowds in the
park, something has to be done without delay. The FofStGP have spoken to Cllr Asher Craig who has assured us that the Council is trying to
find a solution. This cannot come quick enough for park users. Families
have been raising concerns since the removal, and there has been
some anecdotal evidence of children playing in the bushes coming
across unpleasant mess left by others. Clearly this is a hazard that park
users should not have to put up with and we believe that action needs
to be taken urgently.

Toilets for St George Park?
As a local resident, I believe
our council needs a good kick
up its backside for closing
these toilets. What planet are
these councillors on when
they expect businesses to
subsidise toilet facilities when
they receive an abnormal
amount in various rates for
their general incompetence?

David Williams

I think the council should
provide public toilets. I don't
know why they think local
businesses would take it on
for them.
I predict a bumper crop
of nettles by the end of the
summer!

Rob Schwarz

Of course we all understand
that the council has a very
limited budget and that's
why the toilets in most parks
have been closed. It is a great
shame that they can't be used
even when there are events
in the park when there could
be a commitment to make
sure they are cleaned after the
event.
The council could generate
an income from renting them
out to those organisations that
use the park from time to time.
At the moment it seems
that this hasn't really been
thought through enough, and
leaves the park very vulnerable to people urinating and
defecating inappropriately in
our much loved park.

Sue Santi

Chris Cuthbert, Friends of St George Park Group

Anyone using St George Park will know how difficult it is now without
toilets, numerous children use the park as do lots of adults. I use the
park every day and now see men standing by trees using them as
toilets and mothers looking for somewhere to take their children,
there are certain areas that are now used for more than a wee! This
has been a problem for a while but is now getting worse.
The weather has not been that good lately and we have problems
so what on earth is going to happen in the warm summer months? It
will be a disgrace. What are visitors to the park going to think?
I definitely think the council should provide this facility as it is
something all of us need and St George Park is a beautiful place for
everyone to enjoy.

Janice Prescott
Removing the toilets will not stop children's bowels and bladders
functioning, but it will, I suspect reduce the time they can enjoy in the
park and add more stress to parents already busy lives, if they have to
leave prematurely in the hunt for a toilet.
Also, please consider the increasingly socially isolated, people that
may choose staying at home, as they worry about their incontinence
and chose dignity over a lovely park experience.

Jakki Weaden

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Of course we need toilets! But
maybe closer to the café area
would of been easier. I'm dreading what it will be like in the
summer, the playgrounds going
to be packed with children (not
to mention all other park users)
and frankly if a kid needs to go
they won't wait for you to take
them home.

Kerri Smith

Yes, public toilets should be seen
as an essential service.
Don’t get angry at the council
though. The government made
the decision to wipe away local
city funding and then left the
local governments to pick up the
pieces. A callous and calculated
move.

Daniel McAtarsney

I would like to advise that whilst waiting in traffic I saw an adult male
cyclist urinating against the outside of the closed toilets, and a little girl
with a skateboard under her arm frantically trying every door. Money is
tight but what a shame it’s having such an impact.

Anon
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Parks are important for
everyone's health and wellbeing and we should all be
encouraging more use of our
parks and open spaces. Lack
of good toilet facilities will
discourage people (especially
older people and those with
children) from using parks and
reduce the length of time they
are likely to spend there.
In my view it is vital that
there should be toilets in St
George Park but the old ones
were overdue for replacement,
I doubt they encouraged
anyone to visit the park. I was
pleased that at the St George
Community Network meeting
on 14th March our councillors
said that they would investigate both short and long-term
solutions to provide toilets.
I would like to see a new
building with a café and toilets
similar to the one in Page Park.

Rob Acton Campbell –
Chair, St George
Community Network

We asked Bristol City Council to comment on human
waste in our parks. Here’s what they told us:
We have not noticed an increase in human waste found in parks since
the recent closure of on-street toilets. We experience occasional issues
in some parks, but this is often linked to encampments and only affects a small number of our green spaces.
There has been no change in the process around the removal of
human waste, and parks staff will clear up anything that they find. You
can report all types of waste and litter issues to www.bristol.gov.uk/
reportparkproblem

We do need toilet facilities in the park. During the summer school
holidays I would spend up to 5 hours in the park playing with my
children. If there is no toilet I would not be able to do this as we
would have to go home which is a mile away to go to the toilet. This
decision to close toilets affects women more as they may need the
toilet more and often during certain times of the month, and are
often taking care of young children who need toilet facilities more
as well. It is very difficult to ask a child to wait when they desperately
need the toilet or during toilet training.

This park needs facilities –
it's a busy park. I would like
to see something similar to
what Page Park in Staple hill
have achieved. A community
funded project, café, community space with toilets,
undercover cafe and indoor
space that can be used by
the community to hire space.
I would be interested
to know what ideas other
people have and if there is
any work or thoughts about
the viability of such a space
in the park?

Jo Newman

Elaine Wing

CLEARLY this is an issue of great concern to many of our readers and we will continue to promote it. Do
you have any thoughts or comments on the subject? You can contact us via office@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk or via the address on page two.
We will also be updating the information on our website at: www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/
stgeorgeparktoilets

I am aware of the concerns raised by local residents following the closure of the toilets on the edge of St George Park and want to reassure you that,
as with similar community and business toilet schemes in other parts of the UK, I am confident that the scheme will prove to be much better than
the old public toilets, many of which were frequently vandalised, in poor repair, often used by drug users and left in unsanitary conditions, in spite
of our regular maintenance and cleaning regimes.
In drawing up the scheme we consulted with Crohn’s and Colitis UK, who are familiar with this type of scheme in other locations and believe
it can work well. The new scheme, as proven by the Bedminster Community Toilet Scheme, will provide cleaner, safer and properly overseen toilet
facilities based in supermarkets, doctor’s surgeries, local cafés, bars and restaurants as well as community and council venues.
To date we have 32 venues signed up to the scheme, 19 businesses, medical centres and other organisations, plus 13 council buildings and arts
venues. An additional 38 venues have expressed an interest in the scheme and we are confident that most will sign up to the scheme. We have
even had offers of venues whose facilities are currently being built but whom have already promised to join the scheme.
I have asked councillors to continue to support the scheme by assisting in identifying possible venues in their wards.
The publicly available map shows the venues available across the city: www.bristol.gov.uk/en_US/streets-travel/public-toilet-map
Initially the focus of our attention was on signups in those areas of the city in which we have closed toilets, but we are now also focusing our
efforts on where there are gaps across the city, not just where toilet provision was closed in January.
10 toilets in parks are still open to the public and managed by parks but have not been signed up to the Community Toilet Scheme at this time.
The number of toilets currently available for public use rises to 42 when these sites are included.
Officers have held meetings with local Bristol Walking Groups and Bristol Physical Access Chain (BPAC) to discuss the impact and what alternatives are available and I am truly grateful to these groups who have agreed to share venues who may wish to join the scheme and also to carry out
mystery shopper visits to venues signed up to ensure that accessible information is available. It is hoped that this initiative will add value to the
scheme and enable people with access needs to feel more confident in getting out in their communities. Finally, I am aware that local councillors
are bringing forward proposals for new toilet schemes, including St George Park. Please keep your eye on the website map as it will be continuously
updated.

Councillor Asher Craig – Deputy Mayor (Communities, Equalities & Public Health) and Councillor for St George West Ward

You can report all types of issues in Bristol parks via:
www.bristol.gov.uk/reportparkproblem
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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benefit from the facilities and social activities on offer.
You can purchase or rent, and we have a number of shared ownership options to make living at the village
affordable to a wide range of people aged 55 and upward.

We’re offering exclusive pre-opening viewings, together with a generous
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IR pollution is a silent killer.
It is now estimated to be
responsible for a shocking
300 deaths in Bristol every
year. Evidence has emerged over
the past decade about the negative
health effects that ultrafine
particles like nitrogen oxides (NOx)

have on human health. And the
Volkswagen scandal revealed that
many cars were emitting far higher
rates of these harmful particles
than had been predicted – with
‘real world’ emissions being up to
15 times as high as in a lab. So the
situation has become urgent, and
action is needed.
We know from air pollution
sensors that Bristol has harmful
concentrations of pollutants, often
around the city centre or near to
major roads. A monitor on Church
Road shows that St George on
average has air pollution levels
which are above UK legal limits.
This is especially worrying when
considering the schools near to this
busy and polluted road, such as
Summerhill. Children are especially
vulnerable, due to the impact
breathing polluted air has on lung
development, and we are seeing
higher rates of asthma and other
respiratory conditions as a result.
A new group called ‘St George
Breathing Better’ is looking at ways
to find local solutions to tackle
this problem. I would encourage
anyone interested in getting
involved to join their group, search
for them on Facebook or contact
me to put you in touch with them.

15

A major cross-committee report
from environmental, transport,
and health committees on air
pollution has identified key failings
in current regulation and called
on the Government to act. Most
notably, it has said that we need
a new Clean Air Act to improve
existing legislation and enshrine
the right to clean air in law. In
the 1950s London’s Great Smog
claimed thousands of lives. As a
result we had a Clean Air Act which
was important for preventing the
amount of smoke and sulphur
pollution in the air. But that was
more than 60 years ago, now we
need a new law to tackle today’s air
pollution problems.
The Government has now been
taken to court – and lost – three
times by the campaign group
Client Earth, because it’s not
doing enough on clean air. For
instance, it’s said that the sale of
new diesel and petrol cars must
end by 2040, over 20 years from
now. Since this date was set the
price of production of electric cars
has fallen dramatically, and several
countries have set more ambitious
targets of 2025 or 2030, but our
Government is unwilling to budge.
Bristol City Council is doing

what it can at a local level,
and recently passed a motion
committing them to take
comprehensive action in order
to reduce levels of air pollution.
By the end of 2018 a clean air
strategy, which is currently under
consideration, should have been
finalised. One of the proposals
which I support – although I
know it will be controversial – is
to introduce a charging Clean Air
Zone; this would place a levy on
the most polluting vehicles to enter
the worst affected areas, and is the
quickest way to improve air quality.
We need support from
the Government though, and
in particular, proper levels of
investment in our public transport
infrastructure so that people don’t
have to drive. The Government
needs to step up and start taking
air pollution seriously: there are
lives at stake.
If you would like to contact
Kerry or her office you can call
during weekdays on 0117 939 9901
(between 10:00am and 1:00pm)
or email at kerry.mccarthy.mp@
parliament.uk

FOR ALL YOUR
Fascias and soffits, guttering
Sealants and adhesives
Decorative wall cladding for
bathrooms, exterior wall cladding
Fibreglass and polycarbonate
roofing materials
Above and underground drainage
and waste and plumbing materials

www.adl-buildingplastics.co.uk

0117 955 2660

info@adl-bp.co.uk

ADL Building Plastics
Unit 10, Russell Town Avenue
Industrial Centre,
Lawrence Hill, Bristol BS5 9LT

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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Ira De N’Yeurt – Headmaster
at Summerhill Infant School
Summerhill Infant School sits
on the corner of Plummers Hill
and Clouds Hill Road and takes
pupils from reception through to
year two. The school continues to
achieve good Ofsted reports and
is popular amongst local parents
and carers. Ira De N’Yeurt has
been Headmaster at the school
for over a decade – we spoke
to him to learn more about the
school and the challenges facing
head teachers today.

Can you tell us a short history
of Summerhill Infant School?
The Summerhill Schools started
on the infant site as part of the
Baptist Church. The school can
trace its origins back to the 1880s
when it started Hedgehogs Class
which was in the chapel classroom.
Further expansion led to the
creation of what is now Foxes,
Squirrels, Chestnuts and Pines

classrooms, with the school office
being situated in what is now our
ICT room. In the early 1980s further
development led to the building of
our reception block and new office
space.

What is its relationship with
Summerhill Academy?

Summerhill Infant School
maintains strong links with
Summerhill Academy. Each year
we manage the transition of our
Year 2 children with the Academy
to ensure they make a successful
start to KS2. Since I have been
Headmaster of Summerhill Infant
School I have enjoyed working
with four head teachers/principals
forging good relationships
between the schools.

Can you tell us a little about
its current status?
During my time at the school,

our team has had three ‘Good’
Ofsted inspection judgements
which we are immensely proud
of. For the past 10 years we
have been oversubscribed for
reception places. We are a three
form entry Infant School and have
the capacity to take 270 children.
At present we have a few places
available at the school and we
would welcome parents/carers
to come and visit. The school’s
performance is comparable with
national data and we are proud of
the progress each individual child
makes from the start of their time
at Summerhill to when they leave
us in July in Year 2.

Can you tell us a little about
your background?

I was educated in Windsor before
moving to London to study
Psychology. I starting teaching in
1992 and I have always worked in

Infant schools. I moved to Bristol
in 2007 to take the Headship
at Summerhill Infant School.
Outside of school I enjoy fencing
at a national level – I am currently
training for the Veteran Fencing
at the Commonwealth Games in
2022.

What is currently your
biggest challenge as
Headteacher?

In my experience the education
landscape is always in a state of

Offering Swedish Massage
Therapy for both
Men & Women
Hot & Cold Stone Massage
Reflexology and Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy

Tel: Rani 07582 936 362 / 07818267524
Email: info@kisuimassagetherapy.co.uk
Web: www.kisuimassagetherapy.co.uk
Within Silhouette Hair Salon 81 Quakers Road, Downend BS16 6NH

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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flux and teams that work in school
need to maintain their flexibility to
the ever changing demands put
upon it at a local or national level.
Funding for schools has been and
will continue to be a challenge
for Headteachers in Bristol and
nationwide. As we try to obtain the
best value for money it is important
that we never forget that the best
interests of the children are at the
heart of everything we strive to
do. The school population reflects
the changes in our surrounding
community and it is important
that the school holds on to its core
purpose which is the education of
the children in its community.

What do you believe is the
biggest challenge facing
schools in the UK today?

National funding of education
will continue to be hotly debated.
Multi academy trusts, forced
academisation and academy chains
could also be a national concern
as the accountability to the local
authority is diminished; some will
welcome this, while others will be
wary. Recruitment and retention
of teachers within the education

sector is a national issue. Another
issue is the demands of the job.
With its increased accountability
and with many teachers working
approximately 60 hours a week,
‘burn out’ is a real concern for the
profession.

The Voice has recently
reported on concerns over
air quality and the amount
of traffic outside the school
has been a cause for concern
for some. What do you think
should be done to improve
this?

The school’s curriculum covers
environmental change and with our
very young pupils we are equipping
them with the knowledge and
understanding about different
types of pollution. We encourage
our parents/carers to walk their
children to school and participate in
the Bristol Travel Tracker initiative.
With regards to air pollution controls
I believe this is a wider issue for
Bristol City Council and a citywide
approach is needed as I fear
localised action will only push the
problem elsewhere.

What is your vision for the
school? What would you like
to see it achieve in the future?

The vision for the school is shared
within the school team and our
governors; it is to enable every
single child that attends our
school to achieve their personal
potential. We want the children’s
first experience of the statutory
education system to be full of joy,
wonder and awe which creates an
unquenchable desire for knowledge.
We believe that their first steps with
us on their lifelong learning journey
will help them to become citizens of
the future we can be proud of and
depend upon.

What makes Summerhill
Infant School special?

Our children, our hardworking
school team and our supportive
parents and carers.

What do you enjoy most about
your job?
Each day is very different as is each
academic year, the constant joy for
me are the children of Summerhill
who never fail to rise to the
challenges we give them each day.

Work
begins on
Whitewood
Park
PERSIMMON Homes
Severn Valley has begun
work building 136 homes on
a former industrial site on
Deep Pit Road/Brook Road.
The development will
offer two, three and four
bed homes and will feature
green public areas running
through its centre.
Bristol City Council
approved the scheme in
March 2017.
The site was a clay pit
until the 1960s when it was
landfilled. Since then it has
been used as a sawmill, a
timber yard and as a yard for
a packaging company.

Will Writing &
Estate Planning

A Will lets you protect your
family’s inheritance and decide
how your assets are shared out –

if you don’t make a Will,
the law says who gets what.
We have a Bristol-based team of
trained will writing consultants
who provide a home visiting
service and can take your
instructions in the comfort of your
own home.

Please feel free
to call us during
office hours on
0800 019 4557
or email us at
info@elm-online.
co.uk

Standard single or pair
of mirrored Wills £99
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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The hungry gap
EARLY spring as many allotment
holders will know is referred to as
the ‘Hungry Gap’, when more is
going into the plot than coming
out. The crops that saw us through
last winter have all been harvested,
apart from a few leeks that still remain as this report is being written,
whilst other items planted late last
year are still maturing. Our overwintering broad bean plants which
are generally very hardy took a
setback with the two cold spells
we endured in March. These had a
deep layer of snow around them
for several days and at one point it
was feared they would be a total
failure, however, they have revived
and although not as good as some
I have compared with, are starting
to produce flower.
But all is not lost, whilst we are
waiting for other crops to develop
we’ve had several pickings of
purple sprouting and our potatoes
stored in the shed since last August
have survived to keep the family
going. One favourite and almost a
delicacy we are fortunate to have
had recently is forced rhubarb,
this is achieved by covering the
plant for some weeks from the
latter end of winter with one of the
‘dalek’ type compost bins so that it
is in total darkness. This produces
really tender and sweet stems for
several weeks until the dalek bin
is removed to allow the plant to
recover. Next year we’ll move the
temporary cover to another plant
so this forcing process is shared.
As our photo shows, space for

plant production in our greenhouse has been at a premium in
recent weeks with beetroot, tomatoes, chard and courgettes to name
but a few. Regular readers may remember our recent report that Ern,
one of our plot holders has created
a special compost bed for growing
giant pumpkins for our pumpkin
show in October though we are
inviting as many others as possible
to compete against him, could you
see him off perhaps? Very soon our
allotment shop in Nicholas Lane
will have two varieties of pumpkin
plants on sale that can be planted
out from the end of the month.
Dills Atlantic Giant and Expert are
the ones we’ll have available, the
fruits of Expert are smaller, about
football size but they make ideal
decorations for Hallowe’en and of
course not bad for eating either or
making winter soups.
Sowing seeds is great fun and
watching green shoots appear that
develop into crops that we can pick
and eat is extremely satisfying but

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

sometimes those seeds get left in
the packet for a number of reasons
until it becomes just too late, or
maybe a whole packet of seeds
is just too many to plant. To help
fill this void our allotment shop
in Nicholas Lane will have several
varieties of plants on sale every
Saturday and Sunday morning over
the coming weeks. Our stock will
be constantly changing and if you
need to know what’s coming up in
the days ahead the notice board
on our shop gates will keep you informed. For those of us that are social media users you can get instant
updates of our stock by ‘Liking’ our
Facebook page, you’ll find us by
tapping in Bristol East Allotments
Association, we’ll look forward to
becoming Friends with you.
Finally this month, please can
we encourage everyone to plant
a few flowers this summer, even if
you only have room for a window
box or pot outside with a few Fuchsia’s or Geraniums. Not only will
this look attractive but it will help

the Bee population enormously.
Worldwide, bee colonies have suffered great losses over recent years
for many reasons, some of which
may be attributed to mankind.
In addition to this, bee-keepers
on our allotments have reported
further declines in their colonies
due to the coldest months of
the winter. So please plant some
flowers, as the saying goes, every
little helps. Incidentally, if you’re
partial to a drop of honey our
bee-keepers supply some of theirs
to our allotment shop. Apart from
being locally produced it’s about as
natural as anything else our plots
can provide.
Bristol East
Allotments Association.
Nicholas Lane
St. George
BS5 8TY.
Email: beaanews@gmail.com
www.bristoleastallotments.com
or call 0117-932-5852.
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n NEWS FROM THE MAYOR

Our city must be Sugar Smart
THIS month saw the introduction of the
Government’s Soft Drink Industry Levy, meaning
producers of sugary drinks will now pay a
levy. In response to this many companies have
already begun to reduce the sugar content in
their products which may help consumers to
make healthier choices. It is good that we are
starting to see serious national action on this
issue. In Bristol we have already been working
hard to make sure people know what is in their
food and drinks.
Through our Sugar Smart campaign, which
we launched last year in partnership with the
Jamie Oliver Food Foundation, we have been
working with partners from around the city to
raise awareness about how much sugar is in our
food and drinks. The levy will help to get the
programme’s message across that too much
sugar is proven to be bad for your health. I’d
like to thank all the organisations who’ve been
helping us to spread the message for their
support as we continue to promote health and
wellbeing.
I was pleased that Cllr Helen Holland, my
cabinet lead for Adult Social Care, brought a
report to our Cabinet meeting on our ‘Better
Lives’ approach to social care. The paper set

out how we’re tackling the well-documented
national crisis in social care at a local level in
Bristol. This comprehensive programme, not
just papering over the cracks, is systematically
transforming and improving the way care is
delivered in Bristol. Historically, Bristol relied
on the use of residential care much more than
comparative cities. This is a very expensive
approach, so strengthening the community
offer (‘social prescribing’) and stabilising the
home care market, including raising the hourly
rate we pay, mean reductions in admissions to
residential homes are already beginning to pay
off.
We also launched a consultation on
proposals to improve Bristol city centre. This
‘City Centre Framework’ consultation is asking
for views on how people access and move
around the city centre, the size and shape of
new development and how the public spaces
could be enhanced. Bristol’s city centre has
changed dramatically over the years so to
ensure it continues to be successful we need to
be proactively shaping its development. Easing
congestion and connecting the city are two
main focuses, alongside supporting retail and
creating inclusive and safe spaces.
There are many demands for the space

The Mayor’s View
Bristol mayor Marvin Rees
shares his views with
St George and Redfield Voice

which need to be balanced to meet the needs
of everybody living, working and visiting there.
Therefore it is important many people have a
say in the framework. The consultation runs until
14 May, with the online survey available on our
website. Hard copies are available in the city’s
Libraries and Citizen Service Point at 100 Temple
Street.

Launch of our eye clinics,
ring now on 01179556253
to book your eye appointment
Red Eye Clinic

Dry Eye Clinic

Stable
Glaucoma
Monitoring Clinic

‘The Patient Centred Approach’
Offering excellence in the provision
of community based eyecare

Mike Cees Opticians
and Eye Clinic
122 Church Road, Redfield, Bristol BS5 9HH
Call 0117 955 6253

www.mikeceesopticians.co.uk

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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n NEWS
WHITEHALL Primary School
is celebrating the completion of
its £6 million expansion project,
which will enable it to take in
more pupils.
The work involved
refurbishment of the historic
pavilion adjoining the school
and a new extension to provide
extra classrooms, with the two
buildings joined by a glass
bridge. Existing classrooms have
also been made larger, and the
school has an impressive new
entrance.
The project, by architects
White Design, was carried
out for Bristol City Council by
construction firm Skanska.
It means the school can now
take in up to 630 children aged
four to 11. Whitehall is rated
outstanding by the education
watchdog Ofsted and places are
in demand: the primary received
270 applications for 90 places for
September 2018 and only those
living within 600 metres of the
school were successful.
The pavilion was built to
benefit workers at the Packers

Whitehall Primary expands
chocolate factory in Greenbank.
In World War One, it became a
military hospital for up to 100
wounded soldiers. Most recently
it was used as a social club for
the Old Georgians rugby club,
and it was not until the facelift
began and interior walls and
ceilings were removed that
the original domed ceiling was
uncovered and painstaking
restoration undertaken.
The finishing touch is the
spectacular stage curtains, which
depict important scenes from
the school and the area’s history.
They provided a backdrop for a
celebration assembly, attended
by the Lord Lieutenant Peaches
Golding and the Lord Mayor
Lesley Alexander.
Councillor Alexander
described the celebration hall
as “the jewel in the crown” of
a wonderful redevelopment.
Guests, staff and pupils watched
a film made by children about the

building and were entertained by
the school choir.
Head teacher Sarah
Allen thanked all who had
contributed to the project. She
said afterwards: “The local
community has been very
supportive of our expansion.

The Edwardian building, which
houses an enormous concert hall
with stage, has an interesting
history and has been used by
those who have lived and worked
in Whitehall for many years, we
are so delighted that this can
continue."

MITE GROUP
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

We buy and sell a wide range of baby and children’s
clothes, maternity wear, baby equipment toys and books.
At Born in Bristol we offer for hire a comfy unique
space – The Baby Hub – open to the community
for your group or event.
197 Church Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 9HL
www.borninbristol.uk
0117 329 0530
enquiries@borninbristol.uk

N.H. Electrical Services
Free Estimates

Over 20 years experience
Registered and insured
24 hour callouts, trustworthy and reliable

Call Nick Hill on 07920037275
Facebook @nhelectrical75,
domestic and commercial
email nhelectrical75@gmail.com

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Domestic, commercial and industrial
Competitive rates
Comprehensive insurance
10% discount
for OAPs and
students
A family run
business based
in St George

Tel: 07552 037358

Email: mite.electrical@yahoo.com
Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n EVENTS

One-way system, parking
restrictions and road humps
near Whitehall Primary School
IN the November 2017 edition of St George & Redfield Voice,
and on www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk, we reported on a
Bristol City Council formal consultation regarding revised parking
restrictions, introduction of a one way element to part of Johnsons
Lane and changes to road humps near Whitehall Primary School
and The Limes Childrensí Centre.
Proposals included:
- Revised waiting restrictions, parking provisions and school keep
clear markings in the Johnsons Road / Johnsons Lane area
- One way (except cycles) on Johnsons Lane, westbound between
Woodcroft Avenue and Johnsons Road
- Flat top road humps on Johnsons Lane, Prospect Place and
Westminster Road (to replace existing speed cushions on Prospect
Place and Westminster Road)
The Council has confirmed that all of their proposals will be
implemented.
The Council received five objections to their proposals. The
objections related to various elements of the proposals and the
objectors also supported various elements of the proposals.
It is not yet known when the changes will be implemented.

A world of quality
A world
quality
A world
of of
choice
A world
choice
A world
ofofvalue

A good old-fashioned
variety show
“A GOOD old-fashioned
variety show with something
for everyone,” that’s how West
Country-based music man
Grenville Jones describes his
extravaganza at the Bath Forum
on Saturday evening, June 2nd.
The Forum is a large concert hall
in SouthGate, Bath, close to the
railway station. The show starts
at 7.30pm with doors opening at
7:00pm.
Topping the bill is the
fabulous singing trio, Sundaes.
The group is best known for
reaching the finals on the recent
Saturday night BBC1 series All
Together Now. One of the 100
judges of course was Grenville
himself who booked the group
after seeing them perform at
the BBC studios in Manchester,
where the series was filmed.

Also on the bill are Grenville’s
celebrated Bath Male Choir.
Since appearing on the BBC Last
Choir Standing series, they have
sung around the world to sell-out
audiences. The 70 strong group
is one of the leading male choirs
in the UK.
There will also be a section
looking back at the 100 years
commemoration of WWI with
poignant songs and memories
and the chance for the audience
to join in with the 600 members
of Grenville’s popular Good
Afternoon Choirs. These take
place in Bristol, Frome, Wells,
Yate & Chipping Sodbury,
Keynsham, Bath, Thornbury and
Devizes.
Tickets are priced £20
from Bath Box Office on 01225
463362.

A world of value
mer sale
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The Old Coachworks,
Road, Longwell
Green,
Bristol
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n WHAT’S ON IN OUR AREA
10 May
n St George Strollers: Redland
Circular Walk. Meet at Lawrence
Hill train station 10.30am. Contact:
strollers@troopers-hill.org.uk
12 May
n Spring Fayre at Argyle Morley
United Reform Church, Whitfield
Road/Duncombe Lane, 11.00am to
2.30pm. Admission 30p.
12 May
n Plant Sale: St Aidan's Church,
Fir Tree Lane, St George 2:00pm–
4:00pm. A few other stalls and
refreshments available.
21 May
n St George Strollers: A May
Meander with other East Bristol
groups. Meet at Netham Pavilion,
Avonvale Road, 10.50am. Contact:
strollers@troopers-hill.org.uk
24 May
n Talk "Seed Saving Made Simple:
what gardeners can do to help
secure genetic diversity of food"
with Adam Alexander, Garden
Organic Seed Guardian and well
travelled seed collector. Plus our
annual Plant Sale. 7:00pm–9:00pm
at The Station (in the Dance
Studio), Silver Street, Bristol. BS1
2AG. All welcome. Visitors £5/AOG
Members £2.
26 May
n Hot Air Balloon Hunt around
St George. 30 balloons to find,
all on display at local businesses
and organisations. Free and open
to everyone to take part. Trail

Advertise your event
in our What's On
section
ONLY

£15 + VAT
FOR A 5CM X 1 COLUMN
DISPLAY ADVERT

Exercise Movement and
Dance class for ladies

LE

P
EXAM

Low impact classes offer dance, exercise and core
strengthening. Strengthen muscles, raise energy levels,
improve balance and mobilise joints.
6.25-7.30pm at Fairlawn Primary School,
Fairlawn Road, Montpelier, Bristol, BS6 5JL.
Tel: Rachael at FL Exercise on 07966 418 714 /
rachaelwilliams@talktalk.net .
Classes run on 5-7 week basis - charged as a block
booking (£8 per class -1st Class Free)

We would love to publicise your event
We would love to publicise your event. Simply complete the online form at www.
stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/submitevent or call us on 0117 422 7200
maps available from the school,
businesses displaying the balloons
or can be downloaded from the
school website (www.abhps.com)
nearer the time.

REGULAR
EVENTS

Monday
n 55+ Wellbeing Group, 11.00am
to 1.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n IT Support and Advice, 10.30am
to 12.30pm, St George Library
n Baby Bounce and Rhyme,
10.15am, St George Library
n ESOL – Learning Direct 9:30am–
11.30am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre. Please call to find
out when the next course starts,
tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Clinic, 1:00pm–2:30pm,
Cossham Hospital seminar room
n Messy play, 1:30pm–3:00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Easton Community
Centre, 6:30pm–7:30pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n Bristol Community Friendship
Club, lunchtime cuppa and roll:
every first Monday of the month
12 noon–2:00pm at St Annes
Boardmills Club on Avondale Road.
Everyone welcome, make new
friends. Visit the Bristol Community
Friendship Club Facebook page
and ask to join or telephone Gill on
0117 902 5779
Tuesday
n Walking Group, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Lunch Club, 12.30pm to 2.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Film Club, 1.45pm, Beehive
Centre
n Arts & Crafts, 10.30am to 1.00pm,
Saffron Gardens, Prospect Place,
0117 935 4471
n Messy play, 1:30pm–3:00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Stay and play, 9:30am–11:00am,
St Aidan’s Church Hall
n Baby Clinic, 10:00am–12:00am,
St George Health Centre
n ESOL Conversation Club,

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

1:30am–2:30pm, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Gracie Barra School
BS5 9JU 6:30pm–8:00pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n First Tuesday of the month.
Monthly social lunchtime meet up
for disabled people at the Farmhouse Pub, Wellington Road, Yate,
BS37 5UY. Open and friendly group,
meets first Tuesday of month 122pm. Part of WECIL's peer support
community - www.wecil.co.uk.
n WECIL monthly social meet up:
second Tuesday of the month, social meet up for disabled people at
the Old Post Office pub, Fishponds
Road. Open and friendly group
meets 6:00–7.30pm. Part of WECIL's
peer support community – www.
wecil.co.uk contact: 0117 947 9942
or email peersupport@wecil.co.uk
n Beginners Taoist tai chi class:
11:00am at Kingswood Community
Centre. For further information
visit: taoist.org/uk or telephone
Crispin on 07407175127
Wednesday
n Holistic Massage, 10.00am to
12noon, Beehive Centre
n Tai Chi, Beginners 10.30–
11.30am, advanced 11.30am–
12.30pm Beehive Centre
n Art & Craft Class, 1.30pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Keep Fit, 2.00pm to 3.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Easton Food Assembly, 12.30pm
to 7.00pm, collect orders from
Easton Community Centre, info
eastonfoodassembly@gmail.com
n Theatre 4 Tots: Develop
confidence and co-ordination
through the diverse practices of
performing arts. Sessions run at
The Bristol Hippodrome 11.00am to
12noon, for 0 - 4 years. Info Marie
on 0117 961 1686
n Nurturing programme and
parenting puzzle. Please call to
book, 9:30am–11:30am, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Under 1’s social group, 1:30pm–
3:00pm, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Monthly lunch club for senior
citizens at Crofts End Church. To

book a place call 0117 9513520.
Thursday
n Community Café, 9.00am to
1.30pm, Beehive Centre
n Over 55 Ballroom Dance,
12.30pm to 1.30pm, Beehive Centre
n Canoeing, Kayaking, Rowing and
Sailing for the over 55s. 10.00am
to 12noon. Baltic Wharf. Info 0117
935 4471
n Coffee Morning, 10.00am to
12noon, St Aidan’s Church, Fir Tree
Lane. Info 0117 960 6592
n Pre-School Children’s Story Time,
10.15am to 10.45am, St George
Library
n Childminders’ group, 9:15am–
10:45am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Growing together, 9:30am–
11:30am, Speedwell Allotments
n Rock-a-bye, 9:30am – 10:30am,
please call 07952064702 to book,
Community Hub, Hillfields.
n Stories Songs and Rhymes,
1:00pm–2:00pm, Speedwell
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Post natal group. Call to book,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Massage, 1:30pm – 2:30pm,
please call to book, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n ParkWork: Between 10:00am
and 12:30pm. 1st Thursday: Other
spaces (Meadow Vale), 2nd: St
George Park, 3rd: Troopers hill,
4th: Dundridge, 5th: Other spaces
(Meadow Vale). Contact Joe
Mckenna on: 07469 400689 or joe.
mckenna@bristol.gov.uk
n Capoeira: kids class 5.15pm–
6.15pm, adults class from 6.30pm–
8.00pm at Gracie Barra school BS5
9JU, call Rad on 07734 469251 or
Lise on 07590 408705
n The Green Mingle is an
informal monthly networking
event for people interested in an
environmentally sustainable Bristol.
The Mingle runs from 5.30pm–
7.30pm on the first Thursday of the
month at The Station Kitchen in
Broadmead
n Messy Play: Bethesda Methodist
Church, Church Road, 10.30am–12
noon. £3 per child or £5 for two or
more children. No minimum age

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n WHAT'S ON CONTINUED
as the parents/guardians stay with
the children at all times. For more
information contact: 07799577584.
n Friends of Troopers Hill work party, 10:00am–12 noon, every third
Thursday of the month. Volunteers
meet by the red slide on Troopers
Hill field.
n WECIL informal and social creative challenge arts session for disabled people at Trinity Arts Centre,
Trinity Rd, Old Market. Open and
friendly group, meets last Thursday
of month 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Part

of WECIL's peer support community – www.wecil.co.uk.
n Choir, Orchard Coffee & Co,
Clouds Hill Road 7:00pm–8.30pm.
Contact Renee: orchardchoir@
gmail.com or www.groworganicbristol.org/secretaryaog@gmail.
com
Friday
n Line Dancing, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to

LOCAL
SERVICES
ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE
From as little as £15.75 per month
email
sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
or call 0117 422 7200
AERIAL SERVICES

4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Bingo, 1.30pm to 3.30pm,
Beehive Centre
n Stay and play, 9:00am – 11:00am,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
Saturday
n Capoeira: 10.30am–12:00 noon,
Gracie Barra school BS5 9BH, call
Rad on 07734 469251 or Lise on
07590 408705
n St George wards councillor

surgeries, first Saturday of every
month, 11:30am–12:30pm at St
George library
n Chess club, 3–5pm at St George
Library; all welcome

Beehive Centre is at 19a
Stretford Road (next to St
Ambrose Church) information
on activities at the Beehive
Centre is available at www.
thebeehivebristol.co.uk or tel
0117 935 4471.

PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

RElectrical
A Moon
Services
Rewires Consumer Units Extra Points
Electrical Installation Condition Reports
Fault Finding
Call Bob for free advice and estimates

Taps, Washers
Toilets, Cisterns
Leaks, Blockages
Tanks, Overflows
Lead Pipes, Stopcocks….etc…
OAP DISCOUNTS and NO VAT

www.ramoonelectricalservices.co.uk
Email: ramoon@blueyonder.co.uk

0117

Domestic - Commercial - Industrial
Installation - Testing - Maintenance

Local friendly service with over 30 yrs experience

0117 3690000 07940 247514

957 5092

PLUMBING

GARDEN SERVICES

D. ATTWELL
www.theaerialman.co.uk

• Digital Aerials • Fully Guaranteed
• Repairs • Satellites • Free Quotes
• OAP Discount • Additional TV Points
• Humax Recorders
Affordable Prices - Reliable Service

0117 967 9028

CARPET CLEANING

Professional

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic & Commercial

Carpets cleaned from £15
Rugs cleaned
from £10
House/Flat cleaned from £90

Stain Removal Trained
Scotch Guard Protection
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Specialists in Carpet & Hard Floor Cleaning
6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE

Call Nick on 07812 730346 www.acarpet.cleaning

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES
All Garden Works Undertaken
All Foliage Removed – Roots Destroyed
Patios Laid – Slabbing – Decking
Block Paving – Gravelling – Fencing
Wood Chippings – Clearance – Garden Walls
Drives & Patios Jetwashed & Resealed
• FULLY INSURED • LICENSED WASTE CARRIER

For a FREE quote call 07960 681 921
d.attwellgardenservices@hotmail.co.uk

PLASTERING

SBS PLASTERING
City and Guilds Qualified

Affordable | Reliable | Professional
Free Quotations

Tel: 07900 551199

email: sbsplastering@aol.co.uk
www.sbsplastering.com

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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THE BATH FORUM Southgate I Bath I BA1 1UG
The Bath Forum is close to the Southgate shopping centre,
near Avon Street Car Park and both the Railway and Bus Station.

On

Saturday June 2nd
7:30pm (doors open 7pm)

It’s SHOW TIME with sing-a-longs for all.
The ‘Last Choir Standing’
BATH MALE CHOIR . . . and more!

and the

Fabulous

TICKETS £20
these are all Balcony seats

TWO CONCERT DATES
andn Saturday September 8th 7:30pm
o

ALED JONES

with 250 voices of supporting choirs led by Grenville Jones
You can purchase your tickets for
either of our concerts from . . .

TICKETS

from £20

BATH BOX OFFICE
www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

01225

463362

Singing in the After noon

If you enjoy singing and Afternoons appeal . . . then why not come along and discover our FUN NO-AUDITION Good Afternoon
Choirs across the region. Pop along to the choir nearest you (there’s no charge to attend the first rehearsal) and take a friend !

BRISTOL gac EVERY Monday 2-4pm at Trinity-Henleaze URC but Moving from June 4th to Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church from 1-3pm; also it’s FROME gac
EVERY Monday 2-4pm at Holy Trinity Church in Frome; EVERY Tuesday it’s the WELLS gac from 2-4pm at the Seager Hall in Union Street; EVERY Wednesday
YATE & CHIPPING SODBURY gac 2-4pm at St Mary’s Church, Yate; also EVERY Wednesday KEYNSHAM gac from 2-4pm at Keynsham Methodist Church;
EVERY Thursday BATH gac from 2-4pm at Bath Central URC in Argyle Street; also EVERY Thursday afternoon THORNBURY gac from 2-4pm until May 24th and
then 1-3pm from June 7th at Thornbury URC – And EVERY Friday 2-4pm at St Andrew’s Church, that’s our DEVIZES good afternoon choir in Wiltshire.

For full information see our website - www.goodafternoonchoir.org or call Nikki on 01761 472468

