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Councillors say “no”
to Junction 18a

Three Crowns building
listed
The Three Crowns has been
included on Bristol City
Council’s Local List of valued
buildings.
TURN TO PAGE 3

BRFC Supporters Club
outlet to close
Bristol Rovers Supporters’ Club
has announced that it will
close its outlet on Two Mile Hill
Road after nearly 30 years of
operation.
TURN TO PAGE 4

Air quality to be tested
at Summerhill Schools
Air quality monitors have been
set up at the two Summerhill
schools following concerns
from parents over the amount
of traffic that passes the school.
TURN TO PAGE 5

MP for Bristol East, Kerry
McCarthy, has joined councillors
from St George and Kingswood
to campaign against M4 Junction
18a east option from becoming a
reality.
A press release issued by

the Labour Party says that
the eastern route for the new
18a M4 junction would result
in thousands of additional
cars a day travelling through
communities around the A420
(Kingswood High Street, Two

Mile Hill, Church Road, and
Lawrence Hill), making local
travel at peak hours impossible
and having a devastating impact
on public health.
The group has launched a
Turn to page 4

Redfield bakery warns
businesses after breakins
An independent Redfield
bakery is urging local
businesses to remain vigilant
after suffering two break-ins.
TURN TO PAGE 6

Turn to page 17 for St George Arts Trail map

Need an Electrician ?

-Free Quotes

-Inspection and Testing

Full Electrical Test with NICEIC Certificate from £95

-New builds and Extensions

Consumer Unit Change with Certificate from £270

-Extra Sockets and Lights
-Fire Alarm, Smoke Detectors
-Anything Electrical we can do !!!

www.ElderwoodElectrical.com

Elderwood Electrical

Electrical Installation, Maintenance and Testing

Office:- 0117 9322379 Mobile:- 07725 058581
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WELCOME to this bumper 32page edition of the St George
& Redfield Voice. We’d like
to send a special thanks to all
those who have contributed
articles, got in touch with news
and placed advertisements
with us – with your help we
hope to continue to establish
the St George & Redfield Voice
as a cornerstone of the local
community.
In this issue, we are helping
to support the inaugural St

George Arts Trail. You can
turn to page 16 and 17 to find
out more about the event
and see the official trail map.
What’s more, we’ll be hosting
the official website at www.
stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/
artstrail
Unfortunately this month
concerns over poor air quality
have also been grabbing our
headlines, with MP Kerry
McCarthy and councillors
saying “no” to the eastern
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option of the new M4 junction
18a and parents at Summerhill
Infants and Summerhill
Academy requesting a new sitespecific air quality monitoring
study to be conducted at the
school due to the huge number
of cars that pass the schools
every day. These stories are
underlined by the frightening
statistic that one in ten people
in Lawrence Hill will die from
a disease caused by poor air
quality.
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Need more space?
You’ve already got it -

Maximise the potential
under your own roof!

FOR ONLY

£299
YOU GET

• 53 square feet (5 sq m) of usable
floor area • A fully fitted deluxe
smooth glide aluminium loft ladder
• professional installation, inclusive
of all cost
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Three Crowns building listed

THE Three Crowns has been included on
Bristol City Council’s Local List of valued
buildings.
The list recognises buildings and
monuments not already listed to preserve
their quality, style or historical importance.
The Three Crowns closed suddenly
in October and has been the focus for a
community campaign to reopen it. The pub
dates to the Reign of William IV, but the
assessment panel noted that its Edwardian
frontage and well preserved bar interiors
were important features to protect.
Cllr Nicola Beech, Cabinet Member for
Spatial Planning and City Design, and also
Councillor for St George Central, said: “Pub
closures are an issue across Bristol. Pubs are
an established feature of many communities
and are often architecturally distinctive, or
historically important in their own right. This
year’s local list has focused on pubs as an
at-risk building type and responds to many
calls from the public to protect treasured local
landmarks. This is a celebration of some of
the city’s most interesting examples.”
This year’s list focused on the contribution
of public houses to the historic Bristol
environment. Entries were nominated by
members of the public and assessed by an

independent panel. Eight historic public
houses are recognised, giving them more
protection under local planning policy.
Despite the additional protection, The
Three Crowns building is currently for
sale and described as "building and land –
potential for community based/alternative
uses, subject to planning." This may reflect
the building’s status.

The announcement comes after a man
was arrested for breaking into the boarded up
building during the early hours of 5 January.
At 1.15am a 999 call reported two men trying
to break into the pub. Patrolling officers
responded, supported by specialist dog
handlers and the police helicopter, and just
after 1.40am a suspect was detained in nearby
Netham Road.

0117 287 2312
01823 765016

PER
METER

AVERAGE SINGLE GARAGE 12.5M2

£750 ALL IN

PER
METER

AVERAGE HOUSE £650
FULL REPLACEMENT (NOT CAPPED)

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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From page 1
petition called ‘We're No Slip
Road into the City’, urging
South Gloucestershire Council
to abandon their plans to
build a new M4 junction at
Pucklechurch.
“We need to cut the number
of cars coming into the city
while providing a viable,
affordable public transport
system for people for whom
driving is not essential, and
not increase traffic on already
congested roads,” said Kerry
McCarthy.
“I am also deeply concerned
about air pollution, which is
a hidden killer, particularly
in poorer inner-city areas.
Children at schools like
Summerhill Primary, right
on the A420, will suffer if this
move goes ahead.”
Nicola Beech and Steve
Pearce, City Councillors for St
George Central ward issued a
joint statement saying:
“Too little consideration
seems to be given to impacts in
Bristol. We will campaign hard
to abandon these plans in order
to protect St George and the
health of our community. Two
Mile Hill is not a slip road into

the city and St George will not
support any proposals which
bring more through traffic
down the A420. East Bristol’s
road network is already too
congested. Apparently, the
health of our constituents in
Two Mile Hill and residents
and visitors to Church Road
are of no concern as they are
to be compelled to continue to
sit in mainly stationary traffic,
breathing in the killer exhaust
fumes of even more vehicles
from the new motorway
junction.”
A new M4 junction between
Bath and Bristol has been
discussed for many years as a
solution to problems caused by
heavy traffic caused by drivers
trying to get to Kingswood and
North East Bristol.
There are two options
currently being considered.
The Eastern option will see the
new junction situated north
of Pucklechurch. It is divided
into two sub options – one
which bypasses Pucklechurch
and another which would run
through the village. Both mainly
build on green belt land.
The Western option would
see the junction connect to the

Lyde Green roundabout using
an existing carriageway; this
would involve slightly adjusting
the route of the M4.
South Gloucestershire
Council carried out an
initial consultation on a new
motorway junction in summer
2017, the results of which will
be used to inform a feasibility
study, which is likely to take
place in spring 2018 as the
region’s Joint Transport Plan is
progressed.
“The feasibility study
will consider the potential
impact any new junction
is likely to have on traffic
volume, air quality, noise,
people and communities,”
said a representative of South
Gloucester County Council.
“The feasibility study is the
first stage of the project and
more detailed investigation
into predicted impacts would
continue as the project
progresses through subsequent
stages. All predicted impacts,
including those on traffic flows
and public health, would be
taken into account throughout
the project and in coming to
any decision on which option to
progress.”

They explained that as the
study progresses, more detailed
traffic modelling would be
undertaken which would be
used to determine predicted
detailed impacts on local
communities and sensitive
locations such as schools.
This would then be used to
help determine any required
mitigation.
Both the consultation
and feasibility study will
be considered at the South
Gloucester County Council
Cabinet meeting in March.
"Kingswood residents
already suffer health problems
due to excessive levels of
nitrogen dioxide from traffic
pollution,” said Pat Rooney,
Councillor for Woodstock ward
and Leader of the Labour group
in South Gloucestershire.
“Adding a new motorway
junction at Pucklechurch would
blatantly ignore Kingswood
residents' health and wellbeing.”
The petition can be found at:
www.ipetitions.com/petition/
were-no-slip-road-into-the-city

BRFC Supporters Club outlet to close
Bristol Rovers Supporters’ Club
has announced that it will be
closing its outlet at 199 Two
Mile Hill Road at the end of the
current football season after
nearly 30 years of operation.
According to the Supporters’
Club website the cost of running
and maintaining the shop far
exceeds the revenue that it
generates.
Originally known as
‘Rovesport’, the outlet served
supporters and other customers
in the St George and Kingswood
areas with season tickets, match
tickets and Bristol Rovers FC
official merchandise. In addition,
the outlet has been used to take
new membership applications,
membership renewals and
coach bookings for official
Supporters Club away travel –

A cutting from the Journal announcing the opening of the Rover's
outlet
duplicating the operations at the
Bristol Rovers Club Shop at the
Memorial Stadium.
“It will be a sad loss for
the Gasheads,” said Mike Jay,
who was a volunteer Rovers

programme editor from 1987–92.
“I remember getting Wembley
tickets there and the massive
queues for play off finals!”
The three-floor building
was also the football club’s

registered offices and formed a
centre for the administrative and
commercial departments – it
even had a boardroom. They
stayed there until the club moved
back to the Memorial Stadium
in 1996.
A statement on the
Supporters’ Club website said:
“The Supporters Club wishes to
thank all supporters for their
custom over the years and
pledges to maintain and improve
its services to all members at all
times and all suggestions as to
how we can move forward and
improve our services will be
gratefully received.”
It also said that the football
club is bringing about changes
that will facilitate sales at the
Memorial Stadium and online.

You can follow us on Facebook and Twitter: @SGRVoice
To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Air quality to be tested at Summerhill Schools

AIR quality monitors have been
set up at the two Summerhill
schools following concerns from
parents over the amount of traffic
that passes the school.
Summerhill Infants and
Summerhill Academy are on the
corner of Plummers Hill and the
A420 at Clouds Hill Road – a
junction that is notorious for
traffic build-up at peak travel
hours.
The monitors have been
installed outside both schools
and data will be collected each
month and will be made public
later in the year.
Jo Chesterman, who has
children at both schools,
explained that meetings over
air quality were requested by
parents who are horrified at how
much traffic crawls around the
schools at drop off and pick up
times.
“We are aware that the
congested commuter traffic is
the biggest reason for this,”
explained Jo. “But it is also
impacted on by parents dropping
their kids off at school by car.”
She explained that car
pollution levels are highest
when stop/starting and pulling
away and that keeping traffic
moving steadily can make a huge
difference to pollution levels.
In response to the request,
Councillor Asher Craig set up
two meetings involving the local
police, the Bristol City Council
Air Quality Team, the head of
the infants, the principal of the
academy and representatives
from citizen-led pollution
solutions organisation, ClairCity.

It was agreed that site specific
monitoring would be used at the
schools. The nearest other air
quality monitoring station is at
St George Library, however this
is set back from the road and
is not near the hot spot of the
schools. However, even at this
location, nitrogen dioxide (NO2)
levels were found to be slightly
higher than the legal limit of 40
micrograms per metre cubed.
“We felt that the local
community knowing exactly what
they were breathing in would
help with an action campaign
to do something about it,”
explained Jo Chesterman.
“Children and families who
attend the Summerhill schools
are being exposed to high levels
of NO2 and particulate matter,”
“This could damage
developing lungs and cause or
make asthma worse in children.
There are also links with
dementia. I personally have huge
concerns for the two lollypop
ladies who stand out in the fumes
every day for the whole period of
time each school day.”
Steve Crawshaw, of Bristol
City Council’s Air Quality Team
explained that they have started
monitoring at 48 different new
sites that are near schools in
response to city-wide concerns
about air quality.
“Poor air quality arises
principally from proximity to
busy roads, so St George is
similar to other areas in the city
which have busy roads running
through them,” he explained.
“Clearly the A420 carries a
lot of traffic and people driving

or walking along the road are
exposed to levels which breach
government and EU annual
limits for NO2.
“This doesn’t mean that every
day air quality is poor, just that
over the course of a year it’s
above the long term limits set to
protect human health.”
He explained that long
term exposure to elevated
concentrations of NO2 and
particulates can present a risk
to health for people of all ages
and there are particular risks for
young people and for people with
other health problems.
“We [Bristol City Council]
are working on a plan to deliver
compliance with air quality
in the shortest time possible,”
explained Steve Crawshaw. “For
the first time we have significant
funding and support from
government to develop this plan
and hopefully implement it.”
“We are looking at a range of
measures, some of which include
charging polluting vehicles to

enter parts of the city. This is
known as a charging Clean Air
Zone (CAZ).”
He explained that 40 percent
of polluting emissions are from
private diesel cars. People can
help reduce their impact by
choosing to walk or cycle – which
also has benefits for their health.
If this isn’t possible, then they
can use a bus or change their
cars for a cleaner fuel source like
electric or petrol.
Jo Chesterman explained
that parents and local people
will be taking a number of steps
to raise awareness of the issue
of air quality in the area: “There
is a Clean Air Day on June 21st
2018 so we hope to be involved
in this,” she said.
“We are hoping to set up
a local action group about air
quality in St George as part of
St George Community Network,
as we are well aware there are
probably other hot spots. Our
starting point of the Summerhill
schools is enough for now!”

CARPETS – VINYLS – RUGS – BEDS

Bring this
advert to the
shop for a

10%
DISCOUNT

One in ten in
Lawrence Hill die due
to poor air quality
COUNCIL data has revealed that one in ten people in Lawrence
Hill die from air quality bourne diseases.
The A420 is designated as an Air Quality Management
Area (AQMA). AQMAs are declared when there is an
exceedance or likely exceedance of an air quality objective.
Council figures show that 300 deaths each year in Bristol can
be attributed to exposure to nitrogen dioxide and fine particulate
matter (PM2.5) sourced from road transport. This represents about
8.5 percent of deaths in the administrative area of Bristol being
attributable to air pollution.

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

We also offer a service of uplifting and disposing
of old materials and moving of furniture.

Types of flooring
undertaken:
Domestic,
Contract,
LVT Flooring &
Laminate

SPECIAL DEALS AVAILABLE FOR LANDLORDS
281 Church Road, Redfield
Tel 0117 955 1324
www.merlincarpets.co.uk
Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Bethany Wash reports
AN independent Redfield
bakery is urging local businesses
to remain vigilant after two
break-ins cost over £6,000 since
opening eight months ago.
The Bristol Loaf on Church
Road only opened its doors on 10
June 2017, but has since suffered
from two burglaries.
A pickaxe was used to force
entry during the first break-in
in August last year, before the
intruder raided the safe and stole
a sum of money from inside,
as well as causing considerable
damage.
Gary Derham, who owns
the artisan bakery with his
partner Alexandra Collier, is
now warning local businesses to
ensure security measures are in
place.
Gary, told the St George
& Redfield Voice the damage
caused by both break-ins has lost
the bakery substantial business.
He said: "It's felt quite
personal and upsetting, with us
being a new, independent bakery.
We put our hearts and souls into

Redfield bakery warns businesses
after break-ins cost £6,000
creating a nice space only for it to
be vandalized. With door panels
smashed in and boarded up, it's
really affected people coming
in. It doesn't give a great first
impression and inside it can get
freezing cold.
"We were taken into the
heart of the community when
we opened and people have been
really supportive since the breakins. With the first, someone
actually left the pickaxe behind
with fingerprints which helped
the police identify them, but the
prosecution was dropped.
"The second break-in was just
before Christmas and we believe
there to be a pattern. Whoever
broke in knew where to look for
the safe, which we don't leave
money in anymore. We've upped
the security and now it's all
systems go again. None of it has

affected team morale."
The Bristol Loaf is Gary's
first business with his partner.
He was previously a manager of
No.1 Harbourside, The Canteen
and Old Market Assembly, after
cheffing throughout university in
Cheltenham.
He added: "I was probably
naïve to think this wouldn't
happen - I've worked across the
food industry and night clubs
before so I have experience in
this type of thing.
"I do think lack of policing
in this area has had an effect. In
previous businesses there have
been excellent bar or pub watch
schemes where local businesses
help each other, but we don't
have anything like that around
here. I want to warn other
businesses in and around the
town as there could easily be a

repeat."
An Avon and Somerset Police
spokesperson said: "We have
arrested a 24-year-old man from
Bristol on suspicion of burglary.
This relates to the burglary
of a baker's shop in Church
Road, Redfield on 8 August.
He has been released under
investigation."
He added: "We had reports
of a break-in to a baker's shop
shortly before midnight on
Dec 19/20. Police enquiries
are continuing. Anyone with
information is asked to call 101
quoting reference 5217289566."
The Bristol Loaf is up and
running and now celebrating
being nominated for four
categories of the Bristol Good
Food Awards, including Best
Bread, Best Cakes, Best Pastries
and Best Coffee Shop.

Promote your business - email sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

Saturday 24th February 2018 // 10am – 3pm
Raised in Easton, the brand new nursery at
Easton Community Centre, opened its doors at
the beginning of this new year. We have places
available and would like to invite you to our next
open day

Children have been in the nursery since the very
ﬁrst day and are all settling in happily with the
Raised in Bristol team. We have places available
now for children aged one to ﬁve. You can register
on our website – details below.

We know it’s hard to arrange family life around
more deadlines so we’re opening on a Saturday
for you to drop in, meet the team and have a look
round in your own time.

We want to hear from you too – about what you
want for your family and your children as they
grow up in Easton.

Your children can have a taste of being in the
space while you have the opportunity to ask us
anything you want to know about the routine,
what we can offer and the way we work.

You can always book a visit at any other time that
suits you – you don’t need to wait. Just get in
touch with Nicola to arrange it:
Nicola@raisedinbristol.org.uk
07736 549 791

There’s lots more information on our website, but we’d love to meet you too!

www.raisedinbristol.org.uk
To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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BRISTOL Community Friendship
Club’s new transport is on the
road.
The Volkswagen Caddy Maxi
7-seater has disabled access and
was bought with donations of
items for charity sales.
It will be used by the club to
pick up members that may need
assistance in getting to some of
its events.
“I started the fund off by
growing tomato plants and
begonias which I sold and raised
£1500,” explained club founder,
Gill Flower.

7

Bristol Community Friendship
Club hits the road!
Bristol Community
Friendship Club aims to end
loneliness in the community by
extending the hand of friendship
to those that feel isolated.
The group is now seeking
donations again to raise funds
to get its own building – in
particular they are looking for

items that can be sold at car boot
sales.
If you would like to donate
to or join Bristol Community

Professional

Carpet Cleaning

Friendship Club, then visit the
group’s Facebook page or you
can contact Gill Flower on 0117
9025779.

Call our friendly team on:

0117 370 1710

Domestic & Commercial

Carpets cleaned
from £15
Stain Removal Trained
Rugs cleaned
from £10
Scotch Guard Protection
House/Flat cleaned from £90
100% Satisfaction Guarantee
Specialists in Carpet & Hard Floor Cleaning
6 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE PLAN AVAILABLE

Call Nick on 07812 730346 www.acarpet.cleaning

Fabric & Leather

Upholstery Cleaning
FABRIC
Dining Chair
Armchair
2 Seater
3 Seater
3 Piece Suite

LEATHER
£5
Dining Chair
£30
Armchair
£40
2 Seater
£45
3 Seater
£85
3 Piece Suite
FULLY CERTIFIED AND TRAINED

Quality support and companionship in your own home

Companionship
£10
£40
£50
£60
£95

Call Alison on 07535 445835 www.acarpet.cleaning

Support
Personal Care

Choose us to make a difference
to you or your loved ones
every day by calling

Specialist Care

0117 370 1710

Dementia

rightathomeuk.co.uk/bristol

Hospital to Home

or visit

Managed 24/7 Live In Care

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

GREAT BRISTOL
SPRING CLEAN
FRIdAy 2Nd - SUNdAy 11Th MARCh 2018

love WheRe you live?
Then why not join thousands all
across the country and do a
community litter pick?
It’s a fun way to make new friends
and get to know your neighbours.

Get in touch
www.bristolwastecompany.co.uk/springclean18
hello@bristolwastecompany.co.uk
0117 304 9022
#BristolCleanStreets

Bristol Waste has all the
equipment you need for
a safe event and you’ll
be helping make Bristol
a cleaner, greener city.
Remember, a litter pick
isn’t just for spring…
you can borrow kits all
year round!

PaRt of the GReat
BRitiSh SPRinG Clean

February, 2018
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New project seeks former
Elizabeth Shaw workers
A BRISTOL artist is looking
for anyone that may have
a connection to the former
Elizabeth Shaw chocolate factory
in Easton to help take part
in a project to document the
building’s social and historical
significance.
The project will involve
conducting face-to-face
interviews in order to gain an indepth view of the city’s industry
and past. She is aiming to tell
the stories of those who knew
the chocolate factory personally
and reconnect the past with the
present.
The research is the brainchild
of Bristol Records Office’s artistin-residence, Jemma Gunning.
Jemma, who is studying for
a masters degree in Print at
UWE, is documenting a number
of derelict buildings around
Bristol and is aiming to make
people more aware of Bristol’s
rich industrial history that is
gradually disappearing from the

landscape.
“I’ve been studying a number
of buildings from around Bristol
that have historical significance
that will soon be obliterated
from the landscape,” explained
Jemma.
“I cycle quite a lot on the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path and
so I keep seeing this building that
is gradually deteriorating – this
has urged me to research into it a
bit further.
“I found the Chocolate
Factory and absolutely loved the
building and wanted to know
about the history of it. I went to
Bristol Records Office and found
the plans, documents and old
photographs. I would love to get
stories from the people that used
to work there.”
Jemma has already worked
on the Old City Gaol Gatehouse
at Wapping Wharf and there are
a number of other sites around
the city that she is also hoping
to investigate, including the

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Whitfield’s Tabernacle Church
in Kingswood. The Elizabeth
Shaw project will be recorded in
an artist’s book or artwork and
will be available to view on her
website and on social media.
The factory was built between
1901–1902 and was originally
part of Bristol-based chocolate
makers Packers. It closed in
2006 due to the increasing costs
of keeping the factory open. In
recent years successive owners
have attempted to convert it into
housing; however it has become
the subject of controversy as
developers claim that they
cannot meet the city’s minimal
affordable homes requirements
due to the site’s heritage – a
claim that is refuted by local
authorities and campaigners.
If you would like to get
involved or to find out more,
contact: jemma_gunning@
hotmail.co.uk

St George
man fined
for abusive
behaviour
Bethany Wash reports
A 22-year-old man from St
George has been found guilty of
using threatening behaviour at
Bristol Magistrates' Court.
Bradley Edmund, of Albert
Grove, pleaded guilty to
use of threatening, abusive,
insulting words, behaviour to
cause harassment, alarm or
distress and racially, religiously
aggravated intentional
harassment, alarm and distress.
Edmund was fined £154
and ordered to also pay £75
compensation, £85 court costs
and £30 victim surcharge.

If it's News - Call
0117 422 7200
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n TROOPER HILL
TO some people winter seems
to be a time when nature goes to
sleep but if you look closely some
plants and trees are bursting
into life while others, like the
evergreen holm oak, seem
unchanging, still covered with
leaves.
In the hedge on the
Greendown boundary of
Troopers Hill the obvious signs
of life are the catkins hanging
from the hazels. These male
flowers will soon become dusty
with pollen which will drop and
be blown by breezes into tiny
pink female hazel flowers. To
find the flowers look for small
green buds on the branches of
the hazel with dark pink to red
‘petals’ (actually styles) bursting
out of the tip. Hazels do not selfpollinate; the pollen has to land
on another hazel’s flowers for
nuts to be able to form.
On the western side of the
Hill you will see sallow buds
starting to crack open to show
white “fur”. You may know
sallow better as “pussy willow”.
These furry buds are the male
sallow flowers. When they are
fully exposed they will be covered

stgeorge&redfieldvoice
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A winter’s tale
in short grey hairs that feel silky
to the touch, perhaps a little
like a kitten’s fur. Later golden
stamens will sprout from the
grey buds, covered in pollen.
Like hazel, pollination of the
female, green catkin flowers
is by wind but, stand quietly
under any sallow when pollen
is ready; the branches will be
full of buzzing insects including
bees and bumble bees. The
pollen is particularly useful for
the appropriately named Early
Bumblebee (Bombus pratorum).
Many fruit bushes are pollinated
by this rather small, shorttongued bumblebee.
With winter having stripped
the leaves of many trees the
holm oak, covered in dark,
glossy almost holly-like leaves
really stand out. These trees
are a particularly threat to the
important acid grassland and
heathland habitats of Troopers
Hill. Where their acorns land
and take root, a tree will grow
that will continually shade the

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

ground around its base,
kill the grasses, heathers
and other plants in its
shadow. Now the birds are
not nesting, volunteers
can push into some of the
most overgrown spots
on the Hill to remove
holm oak. Time to do
this is running out, only
February to go and the
birds will be breeding
again, restricting the
amount of conservation
work that can be done on
Troopers Hill. Anyone
who can spare a couple
of hours on Saturday 3rd
February or Thursday 15th
February would be very much
welcomed by Friends of Troopers
Hill. They meet at 10:00am by
the red slide on Troopers Hill
Field, providing gloves, guidance
and a friendly welcome. Tools are
downed at noon.
The birds coming back to
breed, are of course, good news.
For those of you who would like

to learn more about the birds
of Troopers Hill there is the
opportunity to book places on
a Dawn Chorus Walk guided
by bird expert and author of
“Urban Peregrines” Ed Drewitt.
This free event starts at 5.30am
on Saturday 24th March. Places
can be booked by visiting www.
tinyurl.com/dawnchorus2018 or
calling Susan on 0117 947 5037.

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n NEWS

Community Network
St George Community
Association seeks new members launches topic groups

ST GEORGE Community
Association, which runs the
community centre on Church
Road and the newly formed St
George Community Network is
looking for more members to
join the volunteer group which
make up the committee. Any
committee/constituted group
must have three core roles filled:
chair, secretary and treasurer.
The current committee also has
several volunteers who also come
to the six-weekly meeting, to make
decisions about the building and
plan for special events.
Jo Chesterman, who has been
the secretary for the past four years
said: “The meetings are really
enjoyable, it’s a very healthy group
so we all feel equally involved

and decisions are made through
thoughtful discussion.”
Jo Chesterman is stepping
down as secretary at the AGM to
focus on other local issues, and
so the community association is
seeking someone new to fulfil the
role. According to the organisation,
the community centre has a
paid administrator so it is not
as intensive a role as perhaps
it is in other volunteer groups/
committees.
The AGM will take place on
Sunday 4 March from 2:00pm–
3.30pm at the community centre
and all are welcome – there will
be an activity and toys for any
children to allow for their parents
to take part in the meeting. Light
refreshments will be provided.

n ADVERTISING FEATURE

Time to retune
your digital boxes

ST GEORGE Community
Network has announced the
launch of its topic groups.
The St George Community
Network has a number of these
groups, covering particular
issues in the area. These give
local residents the chance to
meet and discuss matters in
more detail and then drive action
to bring improvements to St
George.
Topic groups will be able
to work with councillors and
others to put pressure on the
council, police and other bodies
to ensure that St George gets its
fair share of funds and influence
how services are provided. They
will also be able to ensure that
the impacts on residents are
considered when decisions are
made on issues such as planning.
In addition where
appropriate, topic groups will
be able to apply for grants
and organise public meetings

and campaigns. In the future
special topic groups might be
established to run projects or
campaign on specific issues.
The groups are led by
volunteer members of the St
George Community Network
Working Group. Much of the
work of the topic groups is done
by email but the groups also
hold regular meetings to discuss
issues.
Please contact network@
stgeorgecommunity.org.uk if you
are interested in joining any of
the topic groups or if you would
like to form a group on any of
the topics that are not covered.
Existing topic groups are listed
below. For more information
visit: www.stgeorgecommunity.
org.uk/network/topic-groups
• Green Spaces Group
• Development
• Clean Air
• St George in Bloom

MANY television viewers in the St George and Redfield area will need to retune
their digital boxes at the end of the month.
Work is being carried out on the Mendip transmitter, which serves the
whole of Bristol, resulting in changes to some Freeview channels.
Three dates have been set aside for the work, which is required by the
watchdog Ofcom to allow changes in bandwidth for future mobile services.
The main date for this area is February 27. The others are February 7 and
March 1.
Richard McKenzie, operations manager for The Aerial Man (Dan Grace) said:
“We cannot predict what the fallout of this work will be but we can say most
Freeview users will have to retune, some may have to re-position their aerial
and an unfortunate few may have to have their aerials replaced.
“Naturally we are here to help with any issues people may have and we
hope to have caught up with the current backlog of work to wind-damaged
aerials so should be able to respond to people’s needs very quickly.”
Further changes may be made to the transmitter late next year.
For information about digital changes, visit http://bit.ly/2mR2GSd

www.theaerialman.co.uk

THE BARBER
LOUNGE
As seen on TV

rt for
Bring this adve

£2 Off
a men's cut!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION

270 Church Road, St George BS5 8AH - Tel: 07437 014185
barberloungebristol

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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Olympia House development approved
BRISTOL City planning officers
have approved the proposed
Olympia House residential
development on Beaconsfield
Road.
The approved scheme will
see Olympia House – an old
industrial building – converted
into 26 apartments ranging from
one to three bed units.
In December, St George &
Redfield Voice reported that the
development had been referred
to full committee by Councillor
Asher Craig due to local
residents’ concerns over parking,
privacy, lack of affordable
housing and over-development.
The committee report that
gave approval pointed out that
the final plans did respond to
certain points raised by the
public:
“Specifically, the number
of rear facing windows within
the scheme were reduced; two
parking bays were removed from
the front area of the site; cycle

parking was secured; and party
walls would be retained as much
as possible to reduce disruption.”
However they did not respond

to requests for more family
housing, the courtyard building
was retained not removed and
parking spaces were reduced

not increased and the level of
development did not materially
reduce.

Veg box scheme comes to St George
A NEW veg box scheme has come
to St George offering people
local, organic fresh veg.
The vegetables come from
Frenchay-based farming
cooperative Sims Hill and are
delivered once per week to a selfservice storage shed based next
to St George Community Centre
on Church Road.
The service is being run
by Redfield resident Julian
Harrison.
“For me, local organic food
production is really important, as
well as the sense of being part of
a local project,” Julian explained.
“You also feel empowered
– that you have some sort of
agency in your local food system
instead of just relying on the
supermarket.”
He explained that the
vegetables get delivered to
the shed once per week on a
Thursday afternoon. There is a
code on the door and customers
have a week to come and pick up
their vegetables – this gives them
flexibility and means that they
don’t have to be home at certain
times.
Customers can choose
between a half share for one

person and full share for two,
costing £7 per week and £14,
respectively. All vegetables
are seasonal and the amount
provided is variable depending
upon how good the harvest is.
The new scheme follows the
recent closure of the greengrocer
on Church Road. Julian
explained that he was traveling
to Easton in order to get locally
grown organic fresh vegetables.
“We asked if we could set up
in St George for ourselves, but
also so that we could get more
members in the area,” he said.
“We have volunteer days once
a month at the cooperative, so
if you want to get involved even
more then you can do a work
share where you trade your time
for vegetables. By supporting the
farm, you are also supporting
other projects.
“People come to it for
different reasons – perhaps they
are environmental and you want
to reduce your food miles or you
may want to support organic
growing. There’s a saying – keep
your friends close but your
farmers closer.”
As well as the veg box scheme,
Sims Hill hosts community

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

groups, providing free sessions
for young people that include
outdoor activities, cooking and
learning more about where food
comes from. It also runs an
alternative food bank scheme.
The group would be happy to
hear from any local organisations
that might be interested in
visiting; adults are welcome to

come and volunteer at the site
every Thursday and the third
Sunday of the month.
If you would like to join the
veg box scheme then email:
simshillmembership@gmail.com
You can find out more about
Sims Hill at: www.facebook.com/
simshillsharedharvest or visit the
website: simshill.co.uk

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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New voucher
Do you have what it takes
scheme encourages to be a school governor?
ultrafast broadband
The UK Government is offering connectivity vouchers to help small
businesses and homes get an ultrafast broadband connection.
The vouchers are worth up to £3,000 and can be put towards
installing gigabit broadband for small businesses or organisations.
The aim is to make them more productive and competitive.
Find out more about the UK Government scheme at:
gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk and contact one of the scheme’s
suppliers covering the Bristol City Council area to see if your
business/organisation can benefit.
In Bristol homeowners and householders can also apply for
connection vouchers worth up to £500. Simply search for a supplier at
bit.ly/GigabitSuppliers. Funding is available for a limited period only.

BRISTOL Learning City is
teaming up with Skills West
to encourage local business
people and firms to put
colleagues forward to become
school governors.
There are currently around
200 school governor and
trustee vacancies that need to
be filled by September 2018.
The benefits are mutual,
as schools, businesses and
employees can all enjoy the
benefits of shared skills,

The Voice joins groups at
St George Community Fair
THE St George & Redfield Voice will be joining community groups
from the area at this year’s community fair.
The hugely popular free event will take place on Saturday 3
March 11:00am–14:00pm at St Aidan with St George Church and
Church Hall on Fir Tree Lane, just off Nags Head Hill.
The fair will be opened by the Deputy Lord Mayor; visitors can
come and buy locally made produce, support community groups
and meet those providing local services.
It also provides locally based voluntary groups and agencies
working in the St George area the opportunity to showcase their
activities, to seek new members or to fundraise.
The Voice has previously attended the event, however this year
it will be hosting its own stall. We’re looking forward to meeting
our readers and learning more about what’s going on in the area.
Visitors will be able to pick up a copy of the latest issue, meet the
team, ask questions and even give us feedback on what they would
like to see in the Voice.
In 2017, 31 groups and agencies took part and the event was
attended by the Lord Mayor of Bristol, MP for Bristol East Kerry
McCarthy, the Police, ward councillors and many other public
figures.
This year the fair will again also be supporting the excellent
work carried out in the area by The Bourne Family Project.
Any voluntary groups or agencies who would like to be involved
are invited to contact Jim Donaldson bycl@blueyonder.co.uk for
more details.

increased Corporate Social
Responsibility and personal
development. A range of
different business skills are
being sought from knowledge
of change management to
people skills – not to mention a
love of learning.
A new apply-online process
matches potential governors to
schools and can be accessed at:
bit.ly/Apply2BeAGovernor
For more information, visit:
bit.ly/BeAGovernor

FREE ENTRY to your Local Event

Saturday 3 March : 11am-2pm
at both St Aidan with St George Church
and Church Hall
Fir Tree Lane / Nags Head Hill

Discover what’s going on!





Learn Local History
Environmental Groups
Faith Groups
St George in Bloom

 Children & Youth Activities
 Health, Fitness & Sport
 Activities & Events for Seniors

Support local community groups
 Visit stalls and displays
 Buy locally made produce

Meet those providing our local services
 Local Councillors
 Neighbourhood Police

Fair to be opened by the Deputy Lord Mayor

Supporting:
based in Kingswood & St George

Play Therapy Adult Counselling Family Support

Refreshments available in the Church Hall

Come along and see what‛s happening in your community!

We're online too!
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FREE EVERY MONTH
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IN ST GEORGE AND

Councillors say “no
”
to Junction 18a

REDFIELD

Three Crowns building
listed
The Three Crowns
has been
included on Bristol
City
Council’s Local List
of valued
buildings.
TURN TO PAGE 3

BRFC Supporters
Club
outlet to close

Bristol Rovers Supporters’
Club
has announced that
close its outlet on it will
Two Mile Hill
Road after nearly
30 years of
operation.
TURN TO PAGE 4

Air quality to be
tested
at Summerhill Schools

Air quality monitors
have been
set up at the two
Summerhill
schools following
concerns
from parents over
the
of traffic that passes amount
the school.
TURN TO PAGE 5

www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

MP for Bristol East,
McCarthy, has joinedKerry
from St George and councillors
Kingswood
to campaign against
18a east option from M4 Junction
becoming a
reality.
A press release issued
by

the Labour Party
says that
the eastern route
for the new
18a M4 junction
would result
in thousands of additional
cars a day travelling
communities aroundthrough
the A420
(Kingswood High
Street, Two

Turn to page 17 for

Need an Electrici

Redfield bakery
warns
businesses after
breakins
An independent Redfi
bakery is urging local eld
businesses to remain
after suffering two vigilant
break-ins.
TURN TO PAGE 6

map

an ?

-Free Quotes

-Inspection and
Testing
-New builds and
Extensions
-Extra Sockets and
Lights
-Fire Alarm, Smoke
Detectors
-Anything Electrical
we can do !!!

Full Electrical Test

with NICEIC Certificate
from £95
Consumer Unit Change
with Certificate from
£270

www.ElderwoodE

lectrical.com

Dual RCD Metal

Elderwood Electr

Electrical Installation,

replaced with full

with Certificate

from £75

ical

Maintenance and
Testing

Office:- 0117 9322379

consumer units

Full Electrical Test

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Mile Hill, Church
Road,
Lawrence Hill), making and
local
travel at peak hours
impossible
and having a devastating
impact
on public health.
The group has launched
a
Turn to page 4

St George Arts Trail

Mobile:- 07725

058581

electrical test £200
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n NEWS FROM THE ALLOTMENT

Let’s get
sowing!

14 FEBRUARY for many will be celebrated as St. Valentine’s Day, the
day to sow the seeds of love! We’re
not suggesting for a moment that
gardeners are not romantic types;
far from it we’re sure. However,
many of the latter on that day and
afterwards will start to think of
sowing seeds from a packet!
Although winter may not have
fully loosened its grip there should
be signs by mid-month that the
worst has (hopefully) passed. Daylight levels for example, will start
to show significant increases from
then on, a great time to commence
sowing some seeds under glass in
modules such as bulb onions, but
it will still be too cold for sowing
outside directly into soil. Warmth
is more important at this stage to
aid germination; a propagator will
help or even an airing cupboard
for a couple of days. Spring onions
could also be tried this way as well
as Kohlrabi.
But sowing into plastic trays
and pots could present a problem
that may escalate in the future. As
gardeners we are surrounded by
plastic. Not only the basic items as
just mentioned, but ground cover,
tool handles are just some others
we take for granted. And with
much in the news lately that our
use of plastic needs to be reduced,
just where does that leave us on
the plot? Take the humble seed tray

News?

and pot for example; we’d be lost
without them.

Pots - Plastic versus Compostable
Compostable pots are nothing
new but it might be worth making
comparisons with its plastic relative, made from various materials
all as the name suggests, they decompose quickly when in contact
with soil. Many are produced from
compressed cardboard and generally are very serviceable. Others,
manufactured from wood fibre and
slightly more expensive to buy are
extremely durable even when saturated with water. So what are the
main advantages of the compostable option? Convenience could be
the main reason or possibly that
plants grown in these develop a
much stronger root system and of
course are transplanted directly
into the final growing bed without
any shock to the seedling. The
roots of plants grown in compostable pots easily penetrate the walls

of the container. Contact with the
air stops the roots from continuing, root buds start to appear and
secondary roots develop throughout the pot. This is known as 'aerial
root pruning'. When the plant is
repotted or transplanted (without
removing the pot), the dormant
root buds set during aerial containment are immediately activated
and the plant continues to grow.
The most common problem
and downside of using plastic pots
is the coiling and compaction of
roots, but also these may gather in
corners, be forced to grow upwards
and worst still, possibly become
crushed, all resulting in reduced
development of the plant. Not
forgetting of course that, when the
seedling is transplanted the stress
of removing it from the container
can cause an adverse effect to its
wellbeing making the need for
several days of recovery which if
not successful will prove fatal in
hot, dry weather. That said, whilst
relatively cheap to buy, the plastic
pot is re-usable for a time at least,
but it also needs cleaning and
requires storage space when not
in use. Eventually, they split which
is the main cause for disposal and
unless recycled by specialists they
end up in landfill or worse still, the
sea, which brings us back to the
start of the problem.
Continuing our theme so far
this month of seeds, has everyone bought their seed potatoes
yet? When our Allotment Shop
took delivery of ours recently we
noticed that a new variety, Jazzy
had been included with the order.
A salad variety, Jazzy was originally
bred in Holland only a few years
ago to produce lots of tasty small
potatoes suitable for steaming,
boiling, crushing and even roast-

ing. It achieved a Garden of Merit
award by the RHS in 2013 and as
these honours are usually only
given after a trial period, often at
Wisley, and judged by expert forums we think they are well worth
a try. Staff in our shop reported
they were in high demand when
they went on sale; obviously many
were already in the know. If you’d
like to try some, call in and see us
soon. Planting early April, they’ll be
ready for harvest after about ten to
twelve weeks. We always welcome
feedback so please make a note to
come back and let us know your
opinion.
A note for your Diary, at the
garden next to the Allotment Shop
in Nicholas Lane, St. George on
Easter Saturday we’ll be holding an
Easter Bunny Hunt. Bring the kids
along it’ll be great fun for them and
parents` and grandparents can enjoy our wonderful view across the
city while you help them search.
Bristol East Allotments
Association.
Nicholas Lane
St. George
BS5 8TY.
Email: beaanews@gmail.com
or call 0117-932-5852.
www.bristoleastallotments.
com.

Call Richard On 07716 569447
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Bristol businesses are being asked to consider
opening up their toilet facilities to the public

THE council is changing the way it provides
public toilets, and on 4 December 2017,
Cabinet decided to end funding for 18 public
toilets across the city. This includes the toilets
on Church Road, at the edge of St George
Park, which are now closed. There are no
plans for them to be opened again.
To replace this provision, the council has
launched a ‘Community Toilet Scheme’. With
the co-operation of a range of local businesses
and organisations, this will allow members of
the public to access toilet facilities across the
city. Similar schemes are already successful in
other authorities, and there is an aspiration
for the new scheme to increase the number of
public toilets in Bristol.
The aim would be to make sure that
at least 70 percent of provision would be
wheelchair accessible.
Alex Kittow, CEO Southmead
Development Trust, said: “We welcome
anyone passing by or visiting Badocks Wood
to use our toilet facilities and to make use of
our friendly café and free water. It’s really
important that basic facilities are available to
all visitors to the area so they feel comfortable
and able to enjoy their visit and we would

encourage businesses and community
facilities to get involved with this scheme.”
Where council toilets are closing, the
aim would be to sign post people to a nearby
facility before closure so there is no gap in
provision.
Once the new scheme is up and running,

the council will work with Bristol Ageing
Better to produce a paper based map, so that
people would be able to plan their trips with
toilet access in mind. There would also be
an online version of the map and prominent
signage to highlight the toilets involved in the
scheme.
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Asher Craig,
said: “We believe a Community Toilet Scheme
will be able to provide cleaner, safer, and
more accessible toilets in more convenient
locations for residents and visitors to the city
and that it is value for money.
“I would like to thank all organisations
that have already signed up to the scheme,
and would encourage all Bristol businesses
with public facing toilets to consider coming
on board to help make a difference to the
community.
To sign up for the Community Toilet
Scheme or to find out more about what
is involved, visit www.bristol.gov.uk/
communitytoilets
St George & Redfield Voice will publish a
full list of local businesses that have joined
the Community Toilet Scheme in a later
edition.

ST GEORGE STUDY CENTRE

RED EYE CLINIC

Kumon Maths & English
Study Centre
stgeorge@kumoncentre.co.uk
Tel 07889 753311
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Did you know that at Mike Cees Opticians we
can treat and manage most of your Red Eye Complaints.
Have you got symptoms of watery, itchy, sticky eyes?
Call us now on 0117 955 6253 to book an
appointment to see our Eye Specialist.

Mike Cees Opticians
and Eye Clinic
122 Church Road, Redfield, Bristol BS5 9HH
Call 0117 955 6253

www.mikeceesopticians.co.uk

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n ST GEORGE ARTS TRAIL
BRING yourself down to the
beautiful St George Park and its
surrounding streets for a weekend
of local arts, inspiration and
community!
35 of the area’s finest artists
will be opening their homes and
exhibiting at our two main venues:
Bethesda Church at 138a Church
Rd and St George Community
Centre, which is also on Church Rd.
Events will also be held at our
alternative venues: Bristol Spirit on
Whitehall Road, The Orchard Café
on Cherry Orchard Lane, and Café
Grounded on Church Road.
In anticipation of the event, we
have provided you with an event
map on the opposite page. Maps
can also be collected for free at St
George Community Centre and
at the Bethesda Church or you
can find our online map at: bit.ly/
StGeorge2018
Just follow the green balloons
and don't forget to collect your
stamps as you go. Stamp sheets
available to collect with the map at
both venues.
Keep up to date with what's
happening and get a sneak
preview of our exhibiting artists at:
www.facebook.com/

First ever St George Arts Trail
Saturday10th and Sunday 11th February 11:00am till 17:00pm

stgeorgeartstrail
www.facebook.com/
events/473285613054794
Any Queries please email:
Stgeorgearttrail@gmail.com
Plenty of information is
also available at www.
stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/
artstrail

Activities
As it’s the first weekend of the
school holidays (and the weekend
before Valentine’s Day) we've got a
range of workshops and activities
taking place:
nnn

Playing out

for young and old alike to come
and have some outside fun! There
will be chalking, bubbles and
skipping with big ropes. Playing
Out Activator Jo Chesterman
will be overseeing this space on
the Saturday of the arts trail and
popping up outside the library
too perhaps! Jo is keen to chat
with anyone who would like to get
playing out going in their street.
Children will need to be supervised
by parents at all times. If the
weather is wet then we will revert
to plan B and we will be inside
the community centre running a
'design your perfect street' activity
and holding an interactive survey
about street play memories!
www.playingout.net
www.facebook.com/PlayingOut

St George Community Centre car
park. 11:00am–15:00pm
FOR St George Arts Trail the area
outside St George Community
Centre will be a 'car free play zone'

Blue Sky
CAFE

150 CHURCH ROAD, REDFIELD

Your local coffee shop that
offers you full
English breakfasts,
a wide range of hot and
cold drinks

nnn

laugh out loud, AND…you’ll find
out the real reason why the pirate
wears the patch!
www.captainarthurbarrel.com
nnn

Wheely Good Books
St George Library. Saturday only
11:00am–17:00pm
WHEELY Good Books will also be
found at St George Library during
the trail! A great community
project set up to help the city’s
growing homeless by distributing
books and warm drinks!
If you haven't checked out the
Facebook page already then do it
now and find out how to donate
resources and volunteer time!
nnn

Bristol Rock Project

Street Goat
Troopers Hill Allotments
11:00am–15:00pm

St George Community Centre
11:00am–17:00pm

STREET Goat is a community goat
project! It will be opening for the
day with a chance to feed and walk
the goats!
www.streetgoat.co.uk
www.facebook.com/streetgoats

BRISTOL Rocks will be exhibiting
painted, hidden and found rocks so
please bring yours along!
There is also the chance
to create and find a rock trail
alongside the trail of artists so keep
your eyes peeled!
www.facebook.com/
groups/1915152828746976/

nnn

Captain Arthur Barrel
St George Library. Saturday
only, 11.30–12.30 and again at
14.00pm–15.00pm
IN this interactive story-telling
show, you will be star-gazing,
singing sea shanties, and
learning languages, history and
science. You’ll embrace diversity
and equality, and exercise true
democracy. You’ll experience a
planetarium and camera obscura,
you’ll hear facts that wow, you’ll

nnn

The Lantern Parade
The Beehive Centre, 19A Stretford
Rd, on Saturday only, 14:30–
17:30pm
The Lantern Parade will be holding
a special workshop. Keep up to
date with their plans by joining
their Facebook page.
www.facebookcom/1lamplighter
www.thelamplighters.org.uk

We offer omelettes, jackets,
paninis, hot & cold salad

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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2017 update
2017 WAS a very busy and
successful year for St George in
Bloom following our award of
£5000 from the Tesco’s Bags of Help
scheme.
The award enabled our small
group of volunteers to make
significant improvements to a
number of areas within St George.
We wish to thank everyone who
voted for us.
During 2018 the work will
continue, and we have identified
several additional areas in which
to work our ‘St George in Bloom
magic,’ and we have ringfenced the
funding for these projects.
Here are some photos of the
areas we have improved and
enhanced so far together with
some photos of the areas where
we will start our planting schemes
later in the spring when the
weather improves.
All of these areas have been
improved and enhanced with

financial support from the Tesco’s
grant of £5000.
The planters at the entrance
to St George Park have been
replanted and refreshed by our
team of volunteers. We also hope
to improve the planted bed to the
right of the main entrance to the
park, as Bristol City Council will

no longer be able to provide the
funding for the on-going planting
for this area.
We also improved and planted
the traffic island on Church Road
near the entrance to the park.
A new planted ‘island bed’ was
also created within St George Park.
Two sturdy wooden containers
were constructed by a member of
our team, and have been placed
at the front of Fil’s barbers shop in

Bell Hill Road St George, and the
planting project at this site will be
ongoing and completed during
Spring 2018.
The area alongside the
pavement near the main entrance
to Redfield Lodge in Avondale
Road St George will be planted up
and enhanced by members from St
George in Bloom during 2018.
The green space on Furber Road
off The Kingsway is another site
where our volunteers will reinstate
and refresh the former wildflower
meadow, and we also plan to
add additional perennial and
architectural plants to this area.
In addition to all of these
projects, we campaigned to have
safer and more attractive benches
installed at the Kingsway Shopping
Precinct.
The local traders in the

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

shopping precinct also kindly
provided funding to enable the
St George in Bloom volunteers to
replant the containers that were
formerly maintained and planted
by Bristol Council.
We will continue to maintain
and replant the planted containers
at this busy shopping area during
2018.

2018 St George In Bloom
Competition
Details of our 2018 St George
in Bloom competition will be
announced during the Spring
of 2018, with all the information
of how you can apply in a future
edition of this magazine together
with details on our St George in
Bloom website.
In the meantime, please take
a look at our St George in Bloom
website at: www.stgeorgeinbloom.
org.uk
If you wish to contact us, or
you can help us in any way, please
email: victorianhouse@blueyonder.
co.uk
With kind regards and best
wishes.
Grenville Johnson
Founder & Chair of St George
in Bloom.

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Thangam
Debbonaire
MP for Bristol
West

I WAS recently out in Redfield,
knocking on doors with my volunteers and talking with people
about what you want changing or
doing. You told me about speeding
cars down Victoria Avenue; bins
which need emptying; worries
about the way Brexit is going; and
appreciation for the NHS in spite of
funding shortages. I was pleased
to chat with people passing and to
see old friends as well as people I’d
not met before.
My team and I go out knocking
on doors in different parts of the
area of Bristol I represent in Parliament (known, somewhat confusingly, as Bristol West, even though
it includes Easton and Redfield), at
least three times each weekend.
This rotates, so you’ll see us again
soon. In the meantime, here are
some other ways you can stay in
touch with me as your Member of
Parliament.
Following what I’m doing:
there’s my website www.debbonaire.co.uk, with everything I’ve
said in a debate or asked a minister;
and Twitter (@ThangamMP); and
Facebook (Thangam Debbonaire
for Bristol West).
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Have a chat: I love to chat, so
do stop me when you see me out
and about!
Email: you can email me or click
on petitions. Because of the volume I do prioritise, but you should
always get an answer eventually.
Constituency surgery: if you
have a specific problem or policy
you want me to work on, please
email thangam.debbonaire.mp@
parliament.uk.
Public meetings: I hold these
regularly. Many are about the UK’s
relationship with the EU – the next
is Saturday 27 January at 2:00pm,
with Nigel Costley from the Trades
Union Congress, and other speakers. Book on my website or email.
Visits: from Thursday evening
until Monday morning I’m usually
in Bristol, visiting schools, workplaces, businesses or voluntary
organisations.
Casework: I can do certain
things to help with individual
problems large and small. Two
experienced caseworkers help me
and may be able to sort something
out by email or phone on 0117 379
0980. If you have a problem with
the council, please contact them

first.
Policy questions: these could
be on virtually anything! I can help
to expose a problem, or challenge
the government. I can ask written
parliamentary questions; or try to
ask a question in the daily ministerial oral question times (it’s not
just the Prime Minister who does
these!); or speak in a parliamentary debate; or contact ministers
privately.
Facebook live video: during
parliamentary sessions I try to do
one Facebook live video session
each week. You type in a question
and I answer!
Visiting Parliament: lots of the
parliamentary estate is public. You
can watch debates or questions
to secretaries of state (except for
Prime Minister’s Questions, which
requires tickets) when Parliament is
sitting. Full details on www.parliament.uk. When Parliament is not
sitting you can still book a tour. I’ll
always try to meet you if possible.
And finally… I’m honoured to
serve you all in Parliament and in
Bristol. Thanks for taking the time
and trouble to keep me informed.

FOR ALL YOUR
Fascias and soffits, guttering
Sealants and adhesives
Decorative wall cladding for bathrooms, exterior
wall cladding
Fibreglass and polycarbonate roofing materials
Above and underground drainage and waste
and plumbing materials
www.adl-buildingplastics.co.uk
www.adlbuildingplastics.co.uk
0117 955 2660
info@adl-bp.co.uk

ADL Building Plastics

Unit 10, Russell Town Avenue
Industrial Centre,
Lawrence Hill, Bristol BS5 9LT

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447
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Library campaigners invited to take part
in workshops about future management

Man dies
in Church
Road
collision
POLICE are continuing to
investigate a fatal collision
in which a pedestrian died in
Bristol.
Despite the efforts of
paramedics, an 81-year-old man
died after he was in a collision
with an Audi A6 on the A420
Church Road in Redfield at about
8.15am on January 13.
A 37-year-old man is helping
police with enquiries.
If you saw this collision, or
have any information which
you haven’t yet given to the
police, please call the Collision
Investigation Unit on 101
and give the call handler the
reference number CU/6/18

as possible can easily access book loans and
other library services even if they are not directly
provided by the council.
Bristol City Council is reviewing how the service
can be delivered to meet the needs and demands
of local residents while operating within a reduced
budget.
Deputy Mayor Councillor Asher Craig, Cabinet
Member with responsibility for libraries said: “We
are thoroughly committed to making sure the city
has affordable and high quality library services.
Last year’s consultation clearly demonstrated
passionate support for libraries from some of our
citizens and an openness to new ways of working.
As the ways people use libraries are changing; so
our library service must change and adapt to new
technology and new expectations.
“We are currently exploring all possible options
including how we manage a ‘core’ library service
alongside other community-based library services.
“We look forward to working with campaigners,
staff and elected members as part of that process to
help us form proposals.”
Further formal consultation with staff,
campaigners and the public may be carried out
depending on the options identified.

FRESH engagement work is about to begin with
Bristol’s library campaigners and supporters,
councillors and library staff in order to explore
alternative ways of managing the city’s library
service.
An independent options appraisal was
commissioned in November 2017 to assess and
evaluate alternative models for managing a future
‘core’ library service for Bristol. The work is
expected to finish in April 2018.
Workshops will take place later this month
to discuss options for the management and
governance of any future core libraries. A number
of models, including a trust, mutual, industrial
provident society or outsourcing to another
provider, will be considered.
The news comes after the council’s initial ‘your
neighbourhood’ survey showed very little support
for St George library to stay open. However, a
motion passed on 14 November forced the council
to re-examine its planned cuts to the library service.
Bristol City Council is now continuing to
review and assess options for wider library service
provision across the city such as community-run
libraries, libraries run by volunteers or shared or
co-located services with city partners.
These could help ensure that as many people
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Westerly Showband start on high note
WESTERLY SHOWBAND has started the
year on a high note by issuing an exciting
plan to increase its community involvement.
The plan’s starting point was the general
realisation that music has a beneficial effect
on a range of physical, mental and social
disorders. This applies particularly, but not
exclusively to those experienced by older
people. Another related major problem,
probably due to the way that society has
changed, is that of loneliness and isolation.
It is mainly with this problem that the band
recognised it could play a part.
The plan is to stage a series of free
concerts throughout the local area. At these
concerts the band will provide a programme
of much-loved musical favourites from
days gone by that everyone will know and
can quietly join in with. There will even be
a few sing-along specials, not to mention a
few “action” numbers where audience could
sway, wave their arms, clap their hands and
even perhaps dance a few steps!
The singing will be led, as always, by the
band’s resident singer, Alexandra Denman,
well known for her contribution to lightopera, opera and musical comedy in the
Bristol area.
To make all this happen the band’s
board is seeking help from local charities
and community organisations to organise
audience parties and get them to the
concerts.

The Parking Poem
By Jo Chesterman

If you can provide or organise:
• A church, hall or other suitable venue,
free or at a reduced rent if possible;
• Transport facilities,
• Help with setting up the hall,
• Ushering,
• Providing or selling refreshments,
• Fund-raising
then please do make contact. You may be
able to help in ways we haven’t thought of! If
this is so we’d like to hear from you.
Naturally an invitation is open to
musicians or musical groups who wish to

take part in some way.
The band for its part will provide the
music, and deal with publicity and fundraising.
We do know that there are people out
there who recognise the needs of this
particular group of people and would like to
help in some way. If you (and hopefully some
of your friends) are among those then please
get in touch at once.
Chris Harris, Musical Director: Westerly
Showband

Those two yellow lines?
They mean nothing to me
I park where I like
In any space that I see
Those big yellow zig zags?
Well of course I ignore
As you see I've decided
I'm above the said law
Oh those HUGE yellow words?
Which say SCHOOL-KEEP-CLEAR
Well, it's a bit confusing really
So I park with no fear
I've got money to burn
So I'll pay the daft fine
Seventy quid isn't much
When you need to save time
Was a horrible day
When that child got hit
Police said the parking
Contributed to it
Now the yellow lines are always clear
And the zig zags never covered
From my choices and actions
Well, I've never recovered

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

Discover your future
Could you see yourself as a scientist or biomedical engineer?
Perhaps an applied scientist, engineer or forensic analyst?
Bristol Technology and Engineering Academy enables you to study BTEC qualifications or
A-Levels across science, technology, maths and engineering in the sixth form or a range of
specialist science, engineering and technology courses alongside core GCSEs in Year 10.
Book a visit during the school day or secure a place on one of our Open Evenings which start at 6.30pm to
find out more about BTE Academy. Apply now for a place in Year 10 or Year 12 for September 2018.

52%

of all Maths/Further Maths
A-Level grades at A* or A

76%

of grades in Maths and
Science A-Level at A* to C

77%

of Engineering grades at
Distinction* or Distinction

100%

progression to University
or apprenticeship

6.30pm
Open Evenings from
6pm
Thursday
28th15th
September
Thursday
March
Thursday 12th October
Thursday 23rd November

Book now on 0117 983 8080
Supported by:

t
Direc y
em
Acad rvice
e
bus s
ield,
Redf
from
&
orge
St Ge hall
White

Call 0117 983 8080 to book a place at an Open Evening now
BTE Academy, New Road, Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8SF • www.bteacademy.co.uk • admissions@bteacademy.co.uk

stgeorge&redfieldvoice

February, 2018

23

n NEWS FROM THE MAYOR

Our year as City of Sport
THIS month I want to look back at 2017’s
European City of Sport title, update on some
current work and look forward to the year
ahead.
Our year as European City of Sport may
be over, but now we have a great platform to
promote the benefits of sport and physical
activity and opportunities for everyone to
participate.
During the summer our Are You Game
campaign saw over 80 sporting organisations
offering free taster sessions for more than 200
different activities and sports.
Working with Junior Parkrun we also
launched our Bristol 2k challenge with children
collectively running over 2,500km throughout
November. We also set up new artificial cricket
wickets in parks, promoted new Bristol Girls
Can ambassadors and saw hundreds sign up to
beginners running courses.
While many of us do take part in sport and
physical activity there are still many who do
not and this is proven to have an effect on the
health of our city. Thanks to new funding from
Sport England we will be taking more steps to
engage areas that we know are less likely to be
active this year.
The new website – bristolactivecity.org – will

continue the legacy, helping to make Bristol a
city where everyone can be active.
During the final cabinet meeting of 2017
I committed to supporting music venues. I
tasked cabinet member Cllr Nicola Beech with
introducing the ‘agent of change’ principle to
our Local Plan, which guides development in
the city. This means that developers have to
consider pre-existing businesses, like music
venues, in an area before moving forward with
a project. Developers would be responsible
for installing soundproofing to solve potential
issues like noise complaints.
I am pleased that the Government will also
incorporate the ‘agent of change’ principle into
national legislation.
I want us all to be able to watch the best
performances and events around. From leading
bands to world class sport events, Bristol
must be a go-to city that’s “on the tour”. This
brings me to the arena project. My January
cabinet meeting received a progress report
confirming the Brabazon hangar at Filton as a
possible location. We have to know whether
the proposals are value for money. These need
to be assessed against alternate locations,
alternative uses of the site and the benefit on
the wider economy.

Will Writing &
Estate Planning

The Mayor’s View
Bristol mayor Marvin Rees
shares his views with
St George and Redfield Voice

I am 100 per cent committed to delivering
an arena for Bristol and I want to be sure we
are fully informed on all the options, at a cost
the city can afford. We are therefore pressing
ahead with further detailed examination of the
two most viable options. Cabinet will receive an
update again in April.

MITE GROUP
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, commercial and industrial
Competitive rates
Comprehensive insurance
A Will lets you protect your
family’s inheritance and decide
how your assets are shared out –

if you don’t make a Will,
the law says who gets what.
We have a Bristol-based team of
trained will writing consultants
who provide a home visiting
service and can take your
instructions in the comfort of your
own home.

Please feel free
to call us during
office hours on
0800 019 4557
or email us at
info@elm-online.
co.uk

Standard single or pair
of mirrored Wills £99
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

10% discount
for OAPs and
students
A family run
business based
in St George

Tel: 07552 037358

Email: mite.electrical@yahoo.com
Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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My clean air resolution

Nicola Beech writes
for St George and
Redfield Voice

NEW Year, New me…social media
is flooded with this sentiment
every year. However, millions of
these personal pledges then go on
to be broken by the third week of
January – this is understandable,
given that the weather is still very
cold and the days short.
This New Year, I made myself
a promise to get out of my car
and now the challenge has been
set to reboot my habits on car
dependency.
For many years I didn't own a
car. In fact, I only passed my driving
test in my mid 20's but somehow in
the last 5-10 years I look back and
realise how central to my habits my
car has become.
So why is this a problem? I
recently came across a terrifying
statistic that 1 in 10 people living
in Lawrence Hill die of air qualitybourne diseases. I discovered

this fact while campaigning
with councillors from St George,
Redfield and Kingswood to say “no”
to the Pucklechurch option for the
new 18a M4 junction. Better known
as the eastern option, it could
result in thousands of extra cars
being funnelled down the A420
every day, adding to the traffic on
Two Mile Hill Road and Church
Road and making air quality even
worse.
It was this that made me set this
New Year’s resolution and get out
of my car. I’ve started choosing to
walk or take the bus and only using
my car if I really have to.
Many reading this may not have
the luxury of getting in a heated
car each day and it may be an
ambition to one day own a vehicle.
People that already own cars may
not wish to reduce the amount
they drive on a matter of principle

“why should I get out of my car?”
they may ask.
I feel that we each need to
weigh up every journey and
ask ourselves whether it is so
important to drive that it is worth
us shortening our lives all while
sitting in gridlocked traffic? Or do
we want to choose an alternative,
to have the willpower to break with
our habits and contribute to a new,
cleaner city.
So as we approach the end of
January, I have managed to stick to
my pledge so far and now travel by
bus or on foot during trips around
the city.
I recognize that I am just one
car in a sea of thousands but I
wanted to share my reflections, as I
realised that I didn't really need to
drive my car each day – my outlook
just needed a reboot.

News? Call Richard On 07716 569447

National Award winners of the Good Garage Scheme

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
DIESEL SPECIALIST CLEANING
AIRCON REGAS AND REPAIRS
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
FREE COURTESY VEHICLES
WOMEN & PENSIONER FRIENDLY
FLEETWORK

0117 939 5555
www.sure-car.co.uk

*10% OFF
labour when you
mention this
advert

Unit 1 Stoke View Road, Fishponds Road, BS16 3AE Tel: 0117 9395 555 Email: admin@sure-car.co.uk
OPEN: Monday - Friday: 08.30 - 17.30 Saturday: 08.30 - 12.30 | Sunday: Closed
*must be mentioned at time of booking
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Gideon Viljoen: Manager at the Orchard Coffee and Co.
This month we speak to
Gideon Viljoen, Manager of
the Orchard Café on Cherry
Orchard Lane. The café was
opened as a community project by the St George Baptist
Church and has proved to
be very popular. Recently he
made headlines when he saw
his stolen bike advertised
online and arranged to meet
the thief posing as a buyer.
We asked Gideon about
the philosophy behind the
café, future community
projects and his take on his
recent media attention…
Tell us the story behind the café
The building and the coffee shop
is owned by the St George Baptist
Church. In 2010, it was meant to
be refitted for St George preschool
but that didn’t work out and so the
building was partially used for a
few years. Because the church as a
group closed down, the building
reverted to the West of England
Baptist Association.
The building was toast – we had
water coming through the ceiling,
dry rot everywhere. If I showed you
some of the pictures you would be
appalled!
There’s a thing in the Baptist
church called a ‘missional community’, which is establishing
something that reaches out and
aims to be a blessing to the community. Around 2014 we thought
that it would be lovely to establish
something that would make a
difference.
Why a café?
Churches are a dying breed and so
people don’t engage the way that
they used to. We opened a coffee
shop because we thought “what
else is there?” We are unashamedly
a worshipping community and a
church, but the most important
thing for us is to interact and connect with our local community.
It had to look like a living room
and it had to rival anything on the
high street and not just be instant
coffee and tea out of an urn. I think
décor-wise it has work better than
we could ever imagine!
We’d like to thank the community – we had 105 people in here
for our Christmas carols – only 20 of
them were from the church! I was
overwhelmed with the way that we
have been loved – the thing that
we wanted to do was love and we
have got four times in return!
How does the relationship with

are a charity and that we are taking
advantage of volunteers, and I
didn’t bother responding – I don’t
think we need to defend ourselves.
We do have people who don’t
want to be paid. Our volunteers
Jean and Calvin, for example, do
amazing work and help to make
my life so much easier!

the church work?
There is still a church that meets
here on a Sunday afternoon. It’s a
small community – they meet right
here in the coffee shop.
We’ve had one person come to
us and say: “are you doing this so
that you can manipulate people
into coming to church?” To which
I said “no, of course not!” I’m aware
that people can be sceptical about
faith and I don’t want them to
think that we have a motive. On
the other hand, I’ve had a couple of
people upset with me that we are
not more overt about it.
For me, ultimately I want people
to see the goodness and kindness
of God. I don’t want to change
people.
Did you lead the team that developed the café?
A small group of us spoke about
what we wanted to do with this
space. I don’t lack vision and
dreams, so for me it was right up
my street to be given this space
and say “what do we do with it?”
We had some amazing people
bringing ideas. Everything was
done on a shoestring budget; for
example, a friend of mine has 40
years building experience. He sacrificed nine months of his time to do
all the technical stuff for free.
I run the café from day-to-day. A
number of other Baptist churches
have seen what we have done
and have asked if we can do the
same for them. It excites me to
have another Orchard with its own
personality!
I see myself being the manager
for another three-six months; after
that I would still have oversight of
what is happening, but will allow
someone else to put their expression on it. I would love to give them

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

an opportunity to flourish. The
important thing for us is that this
is a business that makes money
so that we can put it back into the
community.
Do you have any future projects
planned?
As a charity we’ve been given
another old church up the road on
Kings Street.
Our aim is to put a wellness
centre there and we have people
on board to do art therapy, music
therapy, dance therapy and that
sort of stuff. We’re also hoping to
install a commercial kitchen to do
baking therapy.
One of the biggest increases
in mental illness is in children. We
want to prepare for that and so are
planning to use our profits to train
councillors to help the kids.
Once this thing is ticking over
and the community is happy then
I would love to be able to go to
Summerhill school and say “how
can we help you? We have this
centre to help”.
In terms of the café, we have the
space upstairs, it’s amazing for kids
and so we are toying with the idea
to put a playgroup up there.
We are also considering starting
an art deco private dining room. It
would be a table of 12 for private
parties, with our slant on things.
Is it true that the café is staffed
entirely by volunteers?
We ask all our staff to volunteer
for the first month. Even our chef,
who has 20 years’ experience – I
was kind of ballsy – and asked
her to volunteer for a month! We
all volunteer to see how we work
together and then we get paid. We
pay our staff above living wage.
We’ve had comments that we

You made headlines recently –
what is your take on this?
It was a slow news month in Bristol!
For me it wasn’t a big deal. Somebody took my bike, so I thought
that I would get it back.
When we got broken into I
posted on Facebook and when
I got the bike back I also posted
something about the bike being
back – I was provocative and asked
if I should post the picture of the
guy I got it back off of.
A reporter from the Post picked
it up so he contacted me. On the
same day, the Metro picked up on
it and then I got a message from
ITV and so I was on ITV as well – it
was crazy!
Tell us more about the email you
sent to him after
When I got back I was very angry.
But I thought this kid doesn’t look
more than 20 years old and if he
carries on like this where is his life
going to be? So I sent him a message saying “hey, so what now?”
I told him that there is a whole
lot of my stuff that you still have
and I am going to go to the
authorities about this, but how
can I help you? We had a couple of
emails back and forth and he made
some excuses, saying that his “mrs
is pregnant”. I said let me know if
you want to be in touch and we can
have a conversation.
When I looked at the comments
on the article on the Post website,
a lot of people said “he should be
locked up”. Don’t get me wrong, I
think there needs to be justice and
a cleaning up of your mess, but we
need to ask “how can we help you
clean up your mess?”
This building is a testimony to
second chance and there is hardly
anything new because we have
reused and repurposed. It’s like a
motto in life – it counts for goods
and it counts for people as well –
how can we give them a second
chance? The challenge would be
if the guys said yes, then I would
have to help the man that stole
from me. But if we say that we
put people before profits then we
need to put our money where our
mouth is.

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk

New year,
new start

Stoke Gifford
Retirement Village
An ExtraCare Charitable Trust Village

Retirement living for the not-so-retiring
Opening this year, Stoke Gifford
Retirement Village will provide 261
comfortable new one and two bedroom
homes for people over 55, with options
for rental, shared ownership and
outright purchase.
The Village is built around a superb
range of social, leisure and well-being
facilities including:
Fitness Suite and Well-being Suite
Bistro and Bar
Shop
Hair and Beauty Salon
Village Hall
Hobby and Games Room
IT suite and Library
Greenhouse and Landscaped Piazza
Here you can relax in the knowledge
that if you or your partner need care,
now or in the future, it can be provided
by a dedicated 24/7 on-site team.
The Village is a vision of The ExtraCare
Charitable Trust, a registered charity
pioneering the UK’s most innovative
and exciting new retirement villages.

Stoke Gifford Retirement Village, Off Coldharbour Lane,
Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS16 1EJ
For more information please call

StokeGiffordVillage

0117 321 5138

or email stokegifford@extracare.org.uk

or online at www.stokegiffordvillage.co.uk
Charges will apply. Details of any costs associated with your home, care and village services will be provided as part of your application. The ExtraCare Charitable Trust, registered charity number 327816, is a company limited by
guarantee and registered in England and Wales as company number 2205136. Its registered office is at 7 Harry Weston Road, Binley Business Park, Binley, Coventry, CV3 2SN. Copyright © 2017 - The ExtraCare Charitable Trust
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To celebrate 100 years
since women were granted
the vote, Jane Duffus
has written a new book
commemorating 250
wonderful women from
Bristol’s past. Here we look
at some with a St George
and Redfield connection.
IN BRISTOL, you can’t move
for references to the men who
helped to shape our city… but
what about the women? When
all but one of the statues in the
city feature men (and the solitary
female statue is of a goddess,
not even a human woman!) and
there are some history books
about Bristol that barely even
mention women, you would be
forgiven for thinking there were
no notable females in Bristol’s
past. But you’d be wrong!
Which is why in The Women
Who Built Bristol, I have
compiled a compendium of 250
wonderful women who helped
to shape the city we know and
love today. From the better
known names such as reformer
Mary Carpenter and suffragette
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Fighting for our Rights
Annie Kenney, to the more
obscure such as fruit seller Jane
Martin and haematologist Janet
Vaughan… I’ve tried to leave
no stone unturned in my quest
to represent women from all
walks of life who contributed
something - no matter how small
- to the Bristol we live in today.
St George was home to one
of Bristol’s booming corset
factories. One of which was the
Chapell Allen Corset Works,
which in 1899 was on the corner
of Avondale Road and Victoria
Avenue and by 1907 employed
2,000 staff.
With its location opposite
Redfield School, the Chapell
Allen Corset Works was
conveniently situated for the
many mothers who worked
there. Although the school’s
headmistress did not appreciate
the factory’s loud siren that
summonsed the women into
work as it drowned out her words
in the school assembly. The siren

was not the only loud thing about
the factory. Until the 1930s, the
machinery was steam operated
and the sound of the huge
machines, belts and pulleys was
deafening.
During World War Two, the
Chapell Allen Corset Works, or
Patriotic Corset Works as it was
also known, lived up to its name
and began making uniforms and
armaments for the forces, and
the cellars beneath the factory
doubled up as shelters during air
raids. Kathleen May Burnham
had been working at the factory
for just six months when, in
1939, production switched from
corsets to parachutes, gas mask
cases and gun turret covers. She
was only 14 at the time and told
the BBC that she remembers
that Queen Mary came to visit
the factory: “She said, ‘I expect
you say, ‘Oh bother it’, when
things go wrong’.” Perhaps an
understatement!
Another teenager working in

the factory making parachutes
during the war was 15-yearold Lily Russ, who recalls
the constant fear that the
air raids put on everyone.
Returning to work from her
break one afternoon, Lily
told the BBC about hearing a
German aeroplane attacking
the neighbouring roads in St
George and suddenly somebody
throwing themselves upon her.
After the fright, Lily realised it
was her father Henry who had
leapt from his bike to save his
daughter from the machine gun
bullets that were being sprayed
onto the pavement around them.
The full story on Kathleen
and Lily, and all 250 other
women profiled can be read
in the book The Women Who
Built Bristol, available from
bristolwomensvoice.bigcartel.
com. All profits go straight to the
charity Bristol Women’s Voice
and to better benefit the charity
please buy direct.

Dog Wash & Grooming Salon
Prices start from £28 for a Full Groom
WOOF WASH & GROOM
290-292 Whitehall Road
Bristol BS5 7BG

Tel: 0117 9392734
Facebook: @woofwashgroom
Our Opening Hours are:
Monday to Friday: 9am to 7pm
Saturday: 9am to 6pm
Sunday: 10am to 4pm

SELF SERVE DOG WASH AVAILABLE

Call us now to make an appointment
for your Pooch to be Pampered!
Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n NEWS

New choir to hold
taster session
The Orchard Choir is holding a free taster session on Tuesday
6th February, 19:00pm–20.30pm at the Orchard Coffee & Co on
Cherry Orchard Lane. Everyone is welcome, including those who
normally only sing in the shower!
The choir sing a whole range of styles and everything is taught
by ear so you don't have to read music. The purpose is enjoyment,
relaxation and community.
“Singing together in a choir is a great source of community and
creating connections with others,” explained Choir Leader Renee
Berkhout.
“My vision is that that the choir plays a role in strengthening
our community.”
For more information, email: orchardchoir@gmail.com
or visit the event Facebook event page: www.facebook.com/
events/234003223808317/

Happy to Help - Home Care
Call Samantha on 07743 430868
Ex Bristol City Council “Care in the Community”
17 yrs experience
Certified in both First Aid and administering medication
Fully qualified Home Health Care NVQ2
Happy to help with various tasks including:
• Personal Care and Support
• Short period day respite and emergency night care
• Home cleaning help including food shopping
• Escorting and transporting clients to appointments

Clevedon classic
car show returns
CALLING all classic car owners – Clevedon Lions Club Annual Charity
Classic Vehicle Event is to be held again in support of the Children's
Hospice on Sunday 22 April 2018.
It will start at Wyevale Cadbury Garden Centre, Congresbury at
10.00am, followed by a country drive from 12:00 noon to the seafront
at Clevedon for the public display of cars, vans and bikes in the
afternoon.
All vehicles must over 25 years old to join in. 160 vehicles took
part last year and it's a great day out to see some exceptionally well
renovated old cars – owners must pre book their vehicles and should
contact clevedonlions@gmail.com for a booking form; see the website
lionsbrimar.org.uk for more information.

Community centre
seeks bags of help
ST George Community Centre is asking Tesco customers to vote for its
outside space improvement project in the supermarket’s Bags of Help
scheme.
Shoppers can vote at local Tesco Stores, including the Bell Hill
Express and Redfield store. Customers are given a blue token at the
checkout and can choose between three local schemes to see which
gets funding.
"We want to completely transform the outside space at St George
Community Centre,” explained St George Community Association
Chair Tamsin Hardcourt.
“The park gate is the way that most people access the community
centre on foot, but it's currently not very welcoming, especially if
you're in a wheelchair or pushing a buggy.
“Plans for the space include new lower fencing, a statement
welcome arch and new planting. We want to really link the community
centre with the park.
“We have no funding from Bristol City Council, so Tesco Bags of
Help is a great chance for us to raise some much needed funds for the
community centre. Please vote for us!"

Jean Tawson is a comic character
created by Redfield resident
Jenna Thompson. Follow her on
Twitter at @nonstopjamhen

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200
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Melpomene

This month: Art
Titan
The numbers point you to the letters on a phone keypad
Trojan War
Minotaur

Clues
Naiad
Across
1Narcissus
274842 (6)
5Oceanid
28746 (5)
6Pallas
3824 (4)
8Penelope
7469 (4)
9 7638 (4)
Perseus

Priam
2 is A, B or C
3 Psyche
is D, E or F
4 Scylla
is G, H or I
5 Sol
is J, K, or L

1

2

DownTyphon
Water
1 22636
(5) nymph
2 82244763 (8)
3 2872867 (7) 6
4 4266 (4)
7 767 (3)

1
4

CAN YOU BREAK THE FRUIT CODE?
Which piece of fruit comes next in these four sequences?
Answers above.

1

2

4

3
5

7

6 is M, N or O
7 is P, Q, R or S
8 is T, U or V
9 is W, X, Y or Z

3

1 3

SOLUTIONS

Y
P
X
A
Y
S
L
R
E
H
E
L
E
C
T
R
A
S
I

FRUIT CODE

H
B
R
Q
H
O
C
E
A
L
W
P
B
S
E
D
O
E
Z

1 Banana; 2 Pineapple; 3 Lemon; 4 Cherry.
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EASY for children

TXT PERT
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SUDOKU

Each horizontal row, each 2x2 square
and each column must contain all the
numbers 1-4.

Across 1. Critic, 5 Curio, 6 Etch, 8 Show,
9 Poet. Down 1 Cameo, 2 Tachisme,
3 Curator, 4 Icon, 7 Pop.

This month: Mythology

Can you find 61 mythical terms hidden vertically, horizontally or diagonally?

WORDSEARCH

WORDSEARCH

Amazon, Ares, Argus, Athena, Athene, Chaos,
Charon, Chimera, Circe, Cronus, Cyclops,
Damon and Pythias, Demeter, Doris, Electra,
Erato, Erebus, Eris, Eros, Euryale, Gaea, Gaia,
Ge, Harpy, Hector, Helen, Hermes, Hestia,
Hyades, Hydra, Icarus, Ichor, Io, Jason, Leda,
Lethe, Maenad, Medea, Medusa, Melpomene,
Minotaur, Naiad, Narcissus, Oceanid, Pallas,
Penelope, Perseus, Priam, Psyche, Scylla, Sol,
Sterope, Stheno, Styx, Tantalus, Thalia,
Theseus, Titan, Trojan War, Typhon, Water
nymph

hias
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PUZZLES FOR EVERYONE
Adult puzzles							Children’s puzzles
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9

4

© www.123rf.com/profile_isakowski

Sterope
Stheno

N.H. Electrical Services

Styx
Tantalus

Free Estimates

Thalia
Theseus

We buy and sell a wide range of baby and children’s
clothes, maternity wear, baby equipment toys and books.
At Born in Bristol we offer for hire a comfy unique
space – The Baby Hub – open to the community
for your group or event.
197 Church Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 9HL
www.borninbristol.uk
0117 329 0530
enquiries@borninbristol.uk

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Over 20 years experience
Registered and insured
24 hour callouts, trustworthy and reliable

Call Nick Hill on 07920037275
Facebook @nhelectrical75,
domestic and commercial
email nhelectrical75@gmail.com

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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n WHAT’S ON IN OUR AREA
6 February
n Orchard Choir taster session:
19:00pm–20.30pm brand new,
friendly community choir at the Orchard Cafe in St George. This choir
is for everyone - from those who
sing from the rooftops to those
who usually prefer to sing in the
shower. Contact Renee on: 07954
055931, email: Orchardchoir@
gmail.com
17 February
n Jumble Sale, 14:00pm, St Aidan's
Church Hall, Fir Tree Lane, St
George
21 February
n Barton Hill History Group: a
talk and visual presentation by
Jeff Bishop based on his highly
popular book at Bethesda, Church
Road, Redfield starting at 19.30.
Admission £2.50 members £1.50
everyone welcome. Email Pauline
Luscombe: bartonhillhistorygroup@gmail.com
22 February
n Avon Organic Group: this month
Ben Raskin, Head of Horticulture at
the Soil Association, will be giving
a short talk on combining trees and
crops for higher yields and resilience followed by our Seed Swap
and AGM. 19:00pm–21:00pm at
The Station (in the Dance Studio),
Silver Street, Bristol BS1 2AG. All
welcome. Visitors £5/Members
£2 www.groworganicbristol.org /
secretaryaog@gmail.com
24 February
n Raised in Easton open day:
places available now for children
aged one to five. Register at www.
raisedinbristol.org.uk or book a visit
any time that suits you. Contact
Nicola: 07736 549 791 or email:
Nicola@raisedinbristol.org.uk

REGULAR
EVENTS
Monday
n 55+ Wellbeing Group, 11.00am
to 1.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n IT Support and Advice, 10.30am
to 12.30pm, St George Library
n Baby Bounce and Rhyme,
10.15am, St George Library
n ESOL – Learning Direct 9:30am–
11.30am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre. Please call to find
out when the next course starts,
tel: 0117 903 0329

We would love to publicise your event
We would love to publicise your event. Simply complete the online
form at www.stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk/submitevent.html
or call us on 0117 422 7200
n Baby Clinic, 1:00pm–2:30pm,
Cossham Hospital seminar room
n Messy play, 1:30pm–3:00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Easton Community
Centre, 6:30pm–7:30pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n Bristol Community Friendship
Club, lunchtime cuppa and roll:
every first Monday of the month
12:00pm–2:00pm at St Annes
Boardmills Club on Avondale Road.
Everyone welcome, make new
friends. Visit the Bristol Community
Friendship Club Facebook page
and ask to join or telephone Gill on
0117 902 5779
Tuesday
n Walking Group, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Lunch Club, 12.30pm to 2.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Film Club, 1.45pm, Beehive
Centre
n Arts & Crafts, 10.30am to 1.00pm,
Saffron Gardens, Prospect Place,
0117 935 4471
n Branching Out 9:00am–11:00am,
n Messy play, 1:30pm–3:00pm,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Stay and play, 9:30am–11:00am,
St Aidan’s Church Hall
n Baby Clinic, 10:00am–12:00am,
St George Health Centre
n ESOL Conversation Club,
1:30am–2:30pm, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Capoeira: Gracie Barra School
BS5 9JU 6:30pm–8:00pm, call Rad
on 07734 469251 or Lise on 07590
408705
n First Tuesday of the month.
Monthly social lunchtime meet up
for disabled people at the Farmhouse Pub, Wellington Road, Yate,
BS37 5UY. Open and friendly group,
meets first Tuesday of month 122pm. Part of WECIL's peer support
community - www.wecil.co.uk.

To advertise, contact Philip on 0117 422 7200

Tuesday
n WECIL monthly social meet up:
second Tuesday of the month, social meet up for disabled people at
the Old Post Office pub, Fishponds
Road. Open and friendly group
meets 18:00–19.30pm. Part of
WECIL's peer support community
– www.wecil.co.uk contact: 0117
947 9942 or email peersupport@
wecil.co.uk
Wednesday
n Holistic Massage, 10.00am to
12noon, Beehive Centre
n Tai Chi, Beginners 10.30–
11.30am, advanced 11.30am–
12.30pm Beehive Centre
n Art & Craft Class, 1.30pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Keep Fit, 2.00pm to 3.00pm,
Beehive Centre
n Easton Food Assembly, 12.30pm
to 7.00pm, collect orders from
Easton Community Centre, info
eastonfoodassembly@gmail.com
n Community / Parents Group
Meeting, Summerhill School
n Theatre 4 Tots: Develop
confidence and co-ordination
through the diverse practices of
performing arts. Sessions run at
The Bristol Hippodrome 11.00am
to 12noon, for 0 - 4 years. Info
Marie on 0117 961 1686
n Nurturing programme and
parenting puzzle. Please call to
book, 9:30am–11:30am, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n Under 1’s social group, 1:30pm–
3:00pm, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
Thursday
n Community Café, 9.00am to
1.30pm, Beehive Centre
n Over 55 Ballroom Dance,
12.30pm to 1.30pm, Beehive
Centre
n Canoeing, Kayaking, Rowing and
Sailing for the over 55s. 10.00am
to 12noon. Baltic Wharf. Info 0117
935 4471

n Coffee Morning, 10.00am to
12noon, St Aidan’s Church, Fir Tree
Lane. Info 0117 960 6592
n Pre-School Children’s Story Time,
10.15am to 10.45am, St George
Library
n Childminders’ group, 9:15am–
10:45am, Speedwell Nursery and
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Growing together, 9:30am–
11:30am, Speedwell Allotments
n Rock-a-bye, 9:30am – 10:30am,
please call to book, Community
Hub, Hillfields
n Stories Songs and Rhymes,
1:00pm–2:00pm, Speedwell
Children’s Centre, tel: 0117 903
0329
n Post natal group. Call to book,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329
n Baby Massage, 1:30pm – 2:30pm,
please call to book, Speedwell
Nursery and Children’s Centre, tel:
0117 903 0329
n ParkWork: Between 10:00am
and 12:30pm. 1st Thursday: Other
spaces (Meadow Vale), 2nd: St
George Park, 3rd: Troopers hill,
4th: Dundridge, 5th: Other spaces
(Meadow Vale). Contact Joe
Mckenna on: 07469 400689 or joe.
mckenna@bristol.gov.uk
n Capoeira: kids class 5.15pm–
6.15pm, adults class from 6.30pm–
8.00pm at Gracie Barra school BS5
9JU, call Rad on 07734 469251 or
Lise on 07590 408705
n Green Mingle is held on the
first Thursday of the month at The
Station Kitchen in Broadmead it
is an informal networking event
for anyone who is interested in
anything green. Bordeaux Quay
between 5:00pm – 7:00pm.
n Messy Play: Bethesda Methodist
Church, Church Road, 10.30am–
12:00. £3 per child or £5 for two or
more children. No minimum age
as the parents/guardians stay with
the children at all times. For more
information contact: 07799577584.
n Friends of Troopers Hill work party, 10:00am–12:00pm, every third
Thursday of the month. Volunteers

Email: sales@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Edition(s):
meet by the red
slide on Troopers
Friday
Hill field.
n WECIL informal and social creative challenge arts session for disabled people at Trinity Arts Centre,
Trinity Rd, Old Market. Open and
friendly group, meets last Thursday
of month 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Part
of WECIL's peer support community
– www.wecil.co.uk.
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n Line Dancing, 10.30am to
11.30am, Beehive Centre
n Ping Pong Club, 1.00pm to
4.00pm, Beehive Centre
n Bingo, 1.30pm to 3.30pm,
Beehive Centre
n Stay and play, 9:00am – 11:00am,
Speedwell Nursery and Children’s
Centre, tel: 0117 903 0329

n Capoeira: 10.30am–12:00pm,
Gracie Barra school BS5 9BH, call
Rad on 07734 469251 or Lise on
07590 408705
n St George wards councillor
surgeries, first Saturday of every
month, 11:30am–12:30pm at St
George library
n Chess club, 3–5pm at St George
Library; all welcome
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n Friends of Troopers Hill work
party, 10:00am–12:00pm, every first
Saturday of the month. Volunteers
meet by the red slide on Troopers
Hill field.
Beehive Centre is at 19a Stretford
Road (next to St Ambrose
Church) information on activities
at the Beehive Centre is available
at www.thebeehivebristol.co.uk
or tel 0117 935 4471.
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• Digital Aerials • Fully Guaranteed
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Affordable Prices - Reliable Service

0117 967 9028

CARPET CLEANING

Carpet Cleaning
Fabric Upholstery Cleaning
CARPETS DRY IN 30 MINUTES!

Current
Offer

1 Room
£50
3 Rooms
£85
House/Flat from £99
Hard Flooring from £80

Tel 0117 370 4236
office@debtcollectionservice.uk
www.debtcollectionservice.uk

LEAFLET DIRECTORY

NEW
LEATHER
CLEANING &
RESTORATION

CARPETS

Professional collection of
business to business debts

UPHOLSTERY

1 Armchair
2 Seater Sofa
3 Seater Sofa
3 Piece Suite

£30
£40
£45
£85

Nick / Alison at A Carpet Cleaning Service Ltd

07812
730346
www.acarpet.cleaning

Leaflet
Distribution

Do you need leaflets
delivered door to door in
Bristol? We can help!

0 11 7 4 2 2 7 2 0 0

Got News? Call 0117 422 7200 or 07716 569447

Email: news@stgeorgeandredfieldvoice.co.uk
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Curren

FREE EPC
FREE Professional
Photography

SOLD

Your Number 1 Local Estate Agent
During 2017 we sold more properties in BS5
than any other local Estate Agency

0117 9551880

199 CHURCH ROAD
REDFIELD,
9HL
�� ���� ����� �� �� ������� � ��� ��� ����� ������� ���
� ��� � � �� �����BS5
������o our
ofﬁce.

info@parksestateagents.co.uk

www.parksestateagents.co.uk

